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PREFACE  

 

This Code constitutes a complete recodification of the general and permanent ordinances of the City of 

Royston, Georgia.  

 

Source materials used in the preparation of the Code were the 1984 Code and ordinances subsequently 

adopted by the city council. The source of each section is included in the history note appearing in parentheses at 

the end thereof. The absence of such a note indicates that the section is new and was adopted for the first time with 

the adoption of the Code. By use of the comparative tables appearing in the back of this Code, the reader can 

locate any section of the 1984 Code and any subsequent ordinance included herein.  

 

The chapters of the Code have been conveniently arranged in alphabetical order, and the various sections 

within each chapter have been catchlined to facilitate usage. Notes which tie related sections of the Code together 

and which refer to relevant state law have been included. A table listing the state law citations and setting forth 

their location within the Code is included at the back of this Code. 

 

Chapter and Section Numbering System  

 

The chapter and section numbering system used in this Code is the same system used in many state and 

local government codes. Each section number consists of two parts separated by a dash. The figure before the 

dash refers to the chapter number, and the figure after the dash refers to the position of the section within the 

chapter. Thus, the second section of chapter 1 is numbered 1-2, and the first section of chapter 6 is 6-1. Under this 

system, each section is identified with its chapter, and at the same time new sections can be inserted in their proper 

place by using the decimal system for amendments. For example, if new material consisting of one section that 
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would logically come between sections 6-1 and 6-2 is desired to be added, such new section would be numbered 

6-1.5. New articles and new divisions may be included in the same way or, in the case of articles, may be placed at 

the end of the chapter embracing the subject, and, in the case of divisions, may be placed at the end of the article 

embracing the subject. The next successive number shall be assigned to the new article or division. New chapters 

may be included by using one of the reserved chapter numbers. Care should be taken that the alphabetical 

arrangement of chapters is maintained when including new chapters. 

 

Page Numbering System  

 

The page numbering system used in this Code is a prefix system. The letters to the left of the colon are an 

abbreviation which represents a certain portion of the volume. The number to the right of the colon represents the 

number of the page in that portion. In the case of a chapter of the Code, the number to the left of the colon 

indicates the number of the chapter. In the case of an appendix to the Code, the letter immediately to the left of the 

colon indicates the letter of the appendix. The following are typical parts of codes of ordinances, which may or 

may not appear in this Code at this time, and their corresponding prefixes: 

 
CHARTER CHT:1 
CHARTER 

COMPARATIVE TABLE 
CHTCT:1 

CODE CD1:1 
CODE APPENDIX CDA:1 CDB:1 CDC:1 
CODE COMPARATIVE 

TABLES 
CCT:1 

STATE LAW 

REFERENCE TABLE 
SLT:1 

CHARTER INDEX CHTi:1 
CODE INDEX CDi:1 

 

 

Indexes  

 

The indexes have been prepared with the greatest of care. Each particular item has been placed under 

several headings, some of which are couched in lay phraseology, others in legal terminology, and still others in 

language generally used by local government officials and employees. There are numerous cross references 

within the indexes themselves which stand as guideposts to direct the user to the particular item in which the user 

is interested. 

 

Looseleaf Supplements  

 

A special feature of this publication is the looseleaf system of binding and supplemental servicing of the 

publication. With this system, the publication will be kept up-to-date. Subsequent amendatory legislation will be 

properly edited, and the affected page or pages will be reprinted. These new pages will be distributed to holders of 

copies of the publication, with instructions for the manner of inserting the new pages and deleting the obsolete 

pages.  

 

Keeping this publication up-to-date at all times will depend largely upon the holder of the publication. As 

revised pages are received, it will then become the responsibility of the holder to have the amendments inserted 

according to the attached instructions. It is strongly recommended by the publisher that all such amendments be 

inserted immediately upon receipt to avoid misplacing them and, in addition, that all deleted pages be saved and 
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filed for historical reference purposes. 
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 MUNICIPAL CODE 

CORPORATION 

Tallahassee, Florida  
 

 

ADOPTING ORDINANCE  

 

An Ordinance Adopting and Enacting a New Code for the City of Royston; Providing for the Repeal of 

Certain Ordinances Not Included Therein; Providing a Penalty for the Violation Thereof; Providing for 

the Manner of Amending Such Code; and Providing When Such Code and This Ordinance Shall Become 

Effective.  

 

Be it Ordained by the Council of the City of Royston:  

 

Section 1. The Code entitled "Code of Ordinances, City of Royston, Georgia" published by Municipal 

Code Corporation consisting of Chapters 1 through 78, each inclusive, is adopted.  

 

Section 2. All ordinances of a general and permanent nature enacted on or before November 8, 1994, and 

not included in the Code or recognized and continued in force by reference therein, are repealed.  

 

Section 3. The repeal provided for in section 2 hereof shall not be construed to revive any ordinance or part 

thereof that has been repealed by a subsequent ordinance which is repealed by this ordinance.  

 

Section 4. Unless another penalty is expressly provided, every person convicted of a violation of any 

provision of the Code or any ordinance, rule or regulation adopted or issued in pursuance thereof, shall be 

punished by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or imprisonment for not more than six months or both. Each act of 

violation and each day upon which any such violation shall occur shall constitute a separate offense. The penalty 

provided by this section, unless another penalty is expressly provided shall apply to the amendment of any Code 

section whether or not such penalty is reenacted in the amendatory ordinance. In addition to the penalty prescribed 

above, the city may pursue other remedies such as abatement of nuisances, injunctive relief, and revocation of 

licenses or permits.  

 

Section 5. Additions or amendments to the Code when passed in the form as to indicate the intention of the 
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city to make the same a part of the Code shall be deemed to be incorporated in the Code, so that reference to the 

Code includes the additions and amendments.  

 

Section 6. Ordinances adopted after November 8, 1994, that amend or refer to ordinances that have been 

codified in the Code shall be construed as if they amend or refer to like provisions of the Code.  

 

Section 7. This ordinance shall become effective February 21, 1995.  

 

Ordained this 21st day of February, 1995.  

 

by the mayor and council of the City of Royston, Georgia. 

 

Steve Williams 

____________________ 

Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

Susan Brooks 

____________________ 

City Clerk 

 

Certificate of Adoption  

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the ordinance passed at the regular meeting of the City 

Council of the City of Royston, held on the 21st day of February, 1995. 

 

Susan Brooks 

____________________ 

City Clerk  
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  PART I  
 

CHARTER*  
__________  

*  Editors Note: Printed herein is 1992 Ga. Laws, page 5918 which provides a new Charter for the city. Amendments to the act 

are indicated by parenthetical history notes following amended provisions. The absence of a history note indicates that the provision 

remains unchanged from the original act. Obvious misspellings have been corrected without notation. For stylistic purposes, a uniform 

system of headings, catchlines and citations to state statutes has been used. Additions made for clarity are indicated by brackets. 
__________  

 
 Article I. Incorporation and Powers 

Sec. 1.10. Name. 
Sec. 1.11. Corporate Boundaries. 
Sec. 1.12. Powers and Construction. 
Sec. 1.13. Examples of Powers. 
Sec. 1.14. Exercise of Powers. 
 

 Article II. Government Structure  
Sec. 2.10. City Council Creation, Number, Election. 
Sec. 2.11. City Council Terms and Qualifications for Office. 
Sec. 2.12. Vacancy; Filling of Vacancies. 
Sec. 2.13. Compensation and Expenses. 
Sec. 2.14. Conflicts of Interest; Holding Other Offices. 
Sec. 2.15. Inquiries and Investigations. 
Sec. 2.16. General Power, and Authority of the City Council. 
Sec. 2.17. Eminent Domain. 
Sec. 2.18. Oath of Office. 
Sec. 2.19. Regular and Special Meetings. 
Sec. 2.20. Rules of Procedure. 
Sec. 2.21. Quorum: Voting. 
Sec. 2.22. Ordinance Form; Procedures. 
Sec. 2.23. Action Requiring an Ordinance. 
Sec. 2.24. Emergencies. 
Sec. 2.25. Codes of Technical Regulations. 
Sec. 2.26. Signing; Authenticating; Recording; Codification; Printing. 
Sec. 2.27. City Manager; Appointment; Qualifications; Compensation. 
Sec. 2.28. Removal of City Manager. 
Sec. 2.29. Acting City Manager. 
Sec. 2.30. Powers and Duties of the City Manager. 
Sec. 2.31. Council Interference with Administration. 
Sec. 2.32. Election of Mayor; Forfeiture; Compensation. 
Sec. 2.33. Mayor Pro Tem, Election. 
Sec. 2.34. Powers and Duties of Mayor. 
Sec. 2.35. Mayor Pro Tem, Power and Duties. 
Sec. 2.36. Submission of Ordinances to the Mayor; Veto Power. 

 

 
 Article III. Administrative Affairs  

Sec. 3.10. Administrative and Service Departments. 
Sec. 3.11. Boards, Commissions and Authorities. 
Sec. 3.12. City Attorney. 
Sec. 3.13. City Clerk. 
Sec. 3.14. City Treasurer. 
Sec. 3.15. City Accountant. 
Sec. 3.16. Position Classification and Pay Plans. 
Sec. 3.17. Personnel Policies. 
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Sec. 3.18. Consolidation of Functions. 
 

 Article IV. Judicial Branch  
Sec. 4.10. Creation; Name. 
Sec. 4.11. Chief Judge; Associate Judge. 
Sec. 4.12. Convening. 
Sec. 4.13. Jurisdiction, Powers. 
Sec. 4.14. Certiorari. 
Sec. 4.15. Rules for Court. 
 

 Article V. Elections and Removal 
Sec. 5.10. Applicability of General Law. 
Sec. 5.11. Election of the City Council and Mayor. 
Sec. 5.12. Nonpartisan Elections. 
Sec. 5.13. Special Elections; Vacancies. 
Sec. 5.14. Other Provisions. 
Sec. 5.15. Removal of Officers. 
 

 Article VI. Finance 
Sec. 6.10. Property Tax. 
Sec. 6.11. Millage Rate; Due Dates; Payment Methods. 
Sec. 6.12. Occupation and Business Taxes. 
Sec. 6.13. Licenses; Permits; Fees. 
Sec. 6.14. Franchises. 
Sec. 6.15. Service Charges. 
Sec. 6.16. Special Assessments. 
Sec. 6.17. Construction, Other Taxes. 
Sec. 6.18. Collection of Delinquent Taxes and Fees. 
Sec. 6.19. General Obligations Bonds. 
Sec. 6.20. Revenue Bonds. 
Sec. 6.21. Shortterm Loans. 
Sec. 6.22. Fiscal Year. 
Sec. 6.23. Preparation of Budgets. 
Sec. 6.24. Submission of Operating Budget to City Council. 
Sec. 6.25. Action by City Council on Budget. 
Sec. 6.26. Tax Levies. 
Sec. 6.27. Changes in Appropriations. 
Sec. 6.28. Capital Improvements Budget. 
Sec. 6.29. Independent Audit. 
Sec. 6.30. Contracting procedures. 
[Sec. 6.31. Reserved.] 
Sec. 6.32. Sale of City Property. 
 

 Article VII. General Provisions 
Sec. 7.10. Bonds for Officials. 
Sec. 7.11. Prior Ordinances. 
Sec. 7.12. First Election Under This Charter. 
Sec. 7.13. Existing Personnel and Officers. 
Sec. 7.14. Pending Matters. 
Sec. 7.15. Construction. 
Sec. 7.16. Severability. 
Sec. 7.17. Effective Date. 
Sec. 7.18. Specific Repealer. 

 

 

  ARTICLE I.  
 

INCORPORATION AND POWERS  
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Section 1.10. Name.  
 

This city and the inhabitants thereof, are hereby constituted and declared a body politic and corporate 

under the name and style Royston, Georgia, and by that name shall have perpetual succession. 

 

Section 1.11. Corporate Boundaries. 
 

 (a)  The boundaries of this city shall be those existing on the effective date of the adoption of this 

charter with such alterations as may be made from time to time in the manner provided by law. The boundaries of 

this city at all times shall be shown on a map, a written description or any combination thereof, to be retained 

permanently in the office of City Manager and to be designated, as the case may be: "Official Map of the 

corporate limits of the City of Royston, Georgia." Photographic, typed, or other copies of such map or description 

certified by the city manager shall be admitted as evidence in all courts and shall have the same force and effect as 

with the original map or description. 

 

 (b)  The city council may provide for the redrawing of any such map by ordinance to reflect lawful 

changes in the corporate boundaries. A redrawn map shall supersede for all purposes the entire map or maps 

which it is designated to replace. 

 

Section 1.12. Powers and Construction. 
 

 (a)  This city shall have all powers possible for a city to have under the present or future constitution 

and laws of this state as fully and completely as though they were specifically enumerated in this charter. This city 

shall have all powers of self-government not otherwise prohibited by this charter or by general law. 

 

 (b)  The powers of this city shall be construed liberally in favor of the city. The specific mention or 

failure to mention particular powers shall not be construed as limiting in any way the powers of this city. 

 

Section 1.13. Examples of Powers.  
 

The powers of this city shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

 

  (1) Air and Water Pollution. To regulate the emission of smoke or other exhaust which pollutes the 

air, and to prevent the pollution of natural streams which flow within the corporate limits of the 

city; 

 

  (2) Animal Regulations. To regulate and license or to prohibit the keeping or running at large of 

animals and fowl, and to provide for the impoundment of same if in violation of any ordinance or 

lawful order; to provide for the disposition by sale, gift or humane destruction of animals and fowl 

when not redeemed as provided by ordinance; and to provide punishment for violation of 

ordinances enacted hereunder; 

 

  (3) Appropriations and Expenditures. To make appropriations for the support of the government of 

the city; to authorize the expenditure of money for any purposes authorized by this charter and for 

any purpose for which a municipality is authorized by the laws of the State of Georgia; and to 

provide for the payment of expenses of the city; 
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  (4) Building Regulation. To regulate and to license the erection and construction of buildings and all 

other structures; to adopt building, housing, plumbing, electrical, gas, and heating and air 

conditioning codes; and to regulate all housing, and building trades; 

 

  (5) Business Regulation and Taxation. To levy and to provide for the collection of license fees and 

taxes on privileges, occupations, trades and processions; to license and regulate the same; to 

provide for the manner and method of payment of such licenses and taxes; and to revoke such 

licenses after due process for failure to pay any city taxes or fees; 

 

  (6) Condemnation. To condemn property, inside or outside the corporate limits of the city, for present 

or future use and for any corporate purpose deemed necessary by the governing authority, utilizing 

procedures enumerated in O.C.G.A. § 22-2-1 et seq., or such other applicable laws as are or may 

hereafter be enacted; 

 

  (7) Contracts. To enter into contracts and agreements with other governmental entities and with 

private persons, firms and corporations. 

 

  (8) Emergencies. To establish procedures for determining and proclaiming that an emergency 

situation exists within or without the city, and to make and carry out all reasonable provisions 

deemed necessary to deal with or meet such an emergency for the protection, safety, health or 

well-being of the citizens of the city; 

 

  (9) Fire Regulations. To fix and establish fire limits and from time to time to extend, enlarge or restrict 

the same; to prescribe fire safety regulations not inconsistent with general law, relating to both fire 

prevention and detection and to fire fighting; and to prescribe penalties and punishment for 

violations thereof; 

 

  (10) Garbage Fees. To levy, fix, assess, and collect a garbage, refuse and trash collection and disposal, 

and other sanitary service charge, tax, or fee for such services as may be necessary in the operation 

of the city from all individuals, firms, and corporations residing in or doing business therein 

benefiting from such services; to enforce the payment of such charges, taxes or fees; and to provide 

for the manner and method of collecting such service charges; 

 

  (11) General Health, Safety and Welfare. To define, regulate and prohibit any act, practice, conduct or 

use of property which is detrimental to health, sanitation, cleanliness, welfare, and safety of the 

inhabitants of the city, and to provide for the enforcement of such standards; 

 

  (12) Gifts. To accept or refuse gifts, donations, bequests or grants from any source for any purpose 

related to powers and duties of the city and the general welfare of its citizens, on such terms and 

conditions as the donor or grantor may impose; 

 

  (13) Health and Sanitation. To prescribe standards of health and sanitation and to provide for the 

enforcement of such standards; 

 

  (14) Jail Sentences. To provide that persons given jail sentences in the city's court may work out such 
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sentences in any public works or on the streets, roads, drains and squares in the city, to provide for 

commitment of such persons to any jail, or to provide for commitment of such persons to any 

county work camp or county jail by agreement with the appropriate county officials; 

 

  (15) Motor Vehicles. To regulate the operation of motor vehicles and exercise control over all traffic, 

including parking upon or across the streets, roads, alleys, and walkways or other property of the 

city; 

 

  (16) Municipal Agencies and Delegation of Power. To create, alter or abolish departments, boards, 

offices, commissions and agencies of the city, and to confer upon such agencies the necessary and 

appropriate authority for carrying out all the powers conferred upon or delegated to the same; 

 

  (17) Municipal Debts. To appropriate and borrow money for the payment of debts of the city and to 

issue bonds for the purpose of raising revenue to carry out any project, program or venture 

authorized by this charter or the laws of the State of Georgia; 

 

  (18) Municipal Property Ownership. To acquire, dispose of, and hold in trust or otherwise, any real, 

personal, or mixed property in fee simple or lesser interest, inside or outside the property limits of 

the city; 

 

  (19) Municipal Property Protection. To provide for the preservation and protection of property and 

equipment of the city, and the administration and use of same by the public; and to prescribe 

penalties and punishment for violations thereof; 

 

  (20) Municipal Utilities. To acquire, lease, construct, operate, maintain, sell, and dispose of public 

utilities, including but not limited to a system of waterworks, sewers and drains, sewage disposal, 

gas works, electric light plants, transportation facilities, public airports, cable television, and any 

other public utility; and to fix the penalties, and to provide for the withdrawal of service for refusal 

or failure to pay the same; and to authorize the extension of water, sewerage, gas and electrical 

distribution systems, and all necessary appurtenances by which said utilities are distributed, inside 

and outside the corporate limits of the city; and to provide utility services to persons, firms and 

corporations inside and outside the corporate limits of the city as provided by ordinance; 

 

  (21) Nuisance. To define a nuisance and provide for its abatement whether on public or private 

property; 

 

  (22) Penalties. To provide penalties for violation of any ordinances adopted pursuant to the authority of 

this charter and the laws of the State of Georgia; 

 

  (23) Planning and Zoning. To provide comprehensive city planning for development by zoning; and to 

provide subdivision regulation and the like as the city council deems necessary and reasonable to 

insure a safe, healthy, and aesthetically pleasing community; 

 

  (24) Police and Fire Protection. To exercise the power of arrest through duly appointed police, and to 

establish, operate, or contract for a police and a fire fighting agency; 
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  (25) Public Hazards; Removal. To provide for the destruction and removal of any building or other 

structure which is or may become dangerous or detrimental to the public; 

 

  (26) Public Improvements. To provide for the acquisition, construction, building, operation and 

maintenance of public ways, parks and playgrounds, recreational facilities, cemeteries, markets 

and market houses, public buildings, libraries, public housing, airports, hospitals, terminals, docks, 

parking facilities, or charitable, cultural, educational, recreational, conservation, sport, curative, 

corrective, detentional, penal and medical institutions, agencies and facilities; and to provide any 

other public improvements, inside or outside the corporate limits of the city; to regulate the use of 

public improvements; and for such purposes, property may be acquired by condemnation under 

O.C.G.A. § 22-2-1 et seq., or such other applicable laws as are or may hereafter be enacted; 

 

  (27) Public Peace. To provide for the prevention and punishment of drunkenness, riots, and public 

disturbances; 

 

  (28) Public Transportation. To organize and operate such public transportation systems as are deemed 

beneficial; 

 

  (29) Public Utilities and Services. To grant franchises or make contracts for public utilities and public 

services; and to prescribe the rates, fares, regulations and standards and conditions of service 

applicable to the service to be provided by the franchise grantee or contractor, insofar as not in 

conflict with valid regulations of the Public Service Commission; 

 

  (30) Regulation of Roadside Areas. To prohibit or regulate and control the erection, removal, and 

maintenance of signs, billboards, trees, shrubs, fences, buildings and any and all other structures or 

obstructions upon or adjacent to the rights-of-way of streets and roads or within view thereof, 

within or abutting the corporate limits of the city; and to prescribe penalties and punishment for 

violation of such ordinances; 

 

  (31) Retirement. To provide and maintain a retirement plan for officers and employees of the city; 

 

  (32) Roadways. To lay out, open, extend, widen, narrow, establish or change the grade of, abandon or 

close, construct, pave, curb, gutter, adorn with shade trees, or otherwise improve, maintain, repair, 

clean, prevent erosion of, and light the roads, alleys, and walkways within the corporate limits of 

the city; and to negotiate and execute leases over, through, under or across any city property or the 

right-of-way of any street, road, alley, and walkway or portion thereof within the corporate limits 

of the city, for bridges, passageways, or any other purpose or use between buildings on opposite 

sides of the street and for other bridges, overpasses and underpasses for private use at such 

location, and to charge a rental therefor in such manner as may be provided by ordinance; and to 

authorize and control the construction of bridges, overpasses and underpasses within the corporate 

limits of the city; and to grant franchises and rights-of-way throughout the streets and roads, and 

over the bridges and viaducts for the use of public utilities and for private use; and to require real 

estate owners to repair and maintain in a safe condition the sidewalks adjoining their lots or lands, 

and to impose penalties for failure to do so; 

 

  (33) Sewer Fees. To levy a fee, charge, or sewer tax as necessary to assure the acquiring, constructing, 
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equipping, operating, maintaining, and extending of a sewage disposal plant and sewerage system, 

and to levy on those to whom sewers and sewerage systems are made available a sewer service fee, 

charge or sewer tax for the availability or use of the sewers; to provide for the manner and method 

of collecting such service charges and for enforcing payment of the same; and to charge, impose 

and collect a sewer connection fee or fees to those connected with the system; 

 

  (34) Solid Waste Disposal. To provide for the collection and disposal of garbage, rubbish and refuse, 

and to regulate the collection and disposal of garbage, rubbish and refuse by others; and to provide 

for the separate collection of glass, tin, aluminum, cardboard, paper, and other recyclable 

materials, and to provide for the sale of such items; 

 

  (35) Special Areas of Public Regulation. To regulate or prohibit junk dealers, pawnshops, the 

manufacture, sale or transportation of intoxicating liquors, and the use and sale of firearms; to 

regulate the transportation, storage and use of combustible, explosive and inflammable materials, 

the use of lighting and heating equipment, and any other business or situation which may be 

dangerous to persons or property; to regulate and control the conduct of peddlers and itinerant 

traders, theatrical performances, exhibitions, and shows of any kind, by taxation or otherwise; and 

to license, tax, regulate or prohibit professional fortunetelling, palmistry, adult bookstores, and 

massage parlors; 

 

  (36) Special Assessments. To levy and provide for the collection of special assessments to cover the 

costs for any public improvements; 

 

  (37) Taxes: Ad Valorem. To levy and provide for the assessment, valuation, revaluation, and collection 

of taxes on all property subject to taxation; 

 

  (38) Taxes: Other. To levy and collect such other taxes as may be allowed now or in the future by law; 

 

  (39) Taxicabs. To regulate and license vehicles operated for hire in the city; to limit the number of such 

vehicles; to require the operators thereof to be licensed; to require public liability insurance on 

such vehicles in the amounts to be prescribed by ordinance; and to regulate the parking of such 

vehicles; 

 

  (40) Urban Redevelopment. To organize and operate an urban redevelopment program; 

 

  (41) Other Powers. To exercise and enjoy all other powers, functions, rights, privileges and immunities 

necessary or desirable to promote or protect the safety, health, peace, security, good order, 

comfort, convenience, or general welfare of the city and its inhabitants; and to exercise all implied 

powers necessary to carry into execution all powers granted in this charter as fully and completely 

as if such powers were fully stated herein; and to exercise all powers now or in the future 

authorized to be exercised by other municipal governments under other laws of the State of 

Georgia; and no listing of particular powers in this charter shall be held to be exclusive of others, 

nor restrictive of general words and phrases granting powers, but shall be held to be in addition to 

such powers unless expressly prohibited to municipalities under the constitution or applicable laws 

of the State of Georgia. 
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Section 1.14. Exercise of Powers.  
 

All powers, functions, rights, privileges, and immunities of the city, its officers, agencies, or employees 

shall be carried into execution as provided by this charter. If this charter makes no provision, such shall be carried 

into the execution as provided by ordinance or as provided by pertinent laws of the State of Georgia. 

 

  ARTICLE II.  
 

GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE  
 

Section 2.10. City Council Creation, Number, Election.  
 

The legislative authority of the government of this city, except as otherwise specifically provided in this 

charter, shall be vested in a city council to be composed of a mayor and six council members. The mayor and 

council members shall be elected in the manner provided by this charter. 

 

Section 2.11. City Council Terms and Qualifications for Office.  
 

Except as provided in Article V, the members of the city council shall serve for terms of four years and 

until their respective successors are elected and qualified. No person shall be eligible to serve as mayor or council 

member unless they shall be 21 years of age on or before the date of the election and they shall have been a 

resident of the city for one year immediately prior to the date of the election of mayor or members of the city 

council; each shall continue to reside therein during their period of service and to be registered and qualified to 

vote in municipal elections of this city. 

 
Code reference--Elections, ch. 34. 
 

Section 2.12. Vacancy; Filling of Vacancies. 
 

 (a)  Vacancies--The office of mayor or council member shall become vacant upon the incumbent's 

death, resignation, removal of residence from the city, missing four consecutive city council meetings without 

leave from council, forfeiture of office or removal from office in any manner authorized by this charter or the 

general laws of the State of Georgia. A vacancy in the office of mayor or council member shall be filled for the 

remainder of the unexpired term, if any, as provided for in this charter. 

 

 (b)  Suspension--Upon the suspension from office of mayor or council member in any manner 

authorize by the general laws of the State of Georgia, the city council or those remaining shall appoint a successor 

for the duration of the suspension. If the suspension becomes permanent, then the office shall become vacant and 

shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term, if any, as provided for in this charter. 

 
Code reference--Elections, ch. 34. 
 

Section 2.13. Compensation and Expenses.  
 

The mayor and council members shall receive compensation and expenses for their services as provided 

by ordinance. 
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Section 2.14. Conflicts of Interest; Holding Other Offices. 
 

 (a)  Conflict of Interest--No elected official, appointed officer, or employee of the city or any political 

entity to which this charter applies shall knowingly: 

 

  (1) Engage in any business or transaction, or have a financial or other personal interest, direct or 

indirect, which is incompatible with the proper discharge of their official duties or which would 

tend to impair the independence of their judgment or action in the performance of their official 

duties; 

 

  (2) Engage in or accept private employment, or render services for private interests when such 

employment or service is incompatible with the proper discharge of their official duties or would 

tend to impair the independence of their judgment or action in the performance of their official 

duties; 

 

  (3) Disclose confidential information concerning the property, government, or affairs of the 

governmental body by which they are engaged without the proper legal authorization; or use such 

information to advance the financial or other private interest of themselves or others; 

 

  (4) Accept any valuable gift, whether in the form of service, loan, thing, or promise, from any person, 

firm or corporation which to their knowledge is interested, directly or indirectly, in any manner 

whatsoever, in business dealings with the governmental body by which they are engaged; 

provided, however, that an elected official who is a candidate for public office may accept 

campaign contributions and services in connection with any such campaign. Valuables are defined 

as gifts worth over $50.00; 

 

  (5) Represent other private interests in any action or proceeding against this city or any portion of its 

government; and 

 

  (6) Vote or otherwise participate in the negotiation or in the making of any contract with any business 

or entity in which they have financial interest. 

 

 (b)  Disclosure--Any elected official, appointed officer, or employee who shall have any private 

financial interest, directly or indirectly, in any contract or matter pending before or within any department of the 

city shall disclose such private interest to the city council. The mayor or any council member who has a private 

interest in any matter pending before the city council shall disclose such private interest and such disclosure shall 

be entered on the records of the city council, and they shall disqualify themselves from participating in any 

decision or vote relating thereto. Any elected official, appointed officer, or employee of any agency or political 

entity to which this charter applies who shall have any private financial interest, directly or indirectly, in any 

contract or matter pending before or within such entity shall disclose such private interest to the governing body 

of such agency or entity. 

 

 (c)  Use of Public Property--No elected official, appointed officer, or employee of the city or any 

agency or entity to which this charter applies shall use property owned by such governmental entity for personal 

benefit, convenience, or profit except in accordance with policies promulgated by the city council or the 

governing body of such agency or entity. 
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 (d)  Contracts Voidable and Rescindable--Any violation of this section which occurs with the 

knowledge, express or implied, of a party to a contract or sale shall render said contract or sale voidable at the 

option of the city official. 

 

 (e)  Ineligibility of Elected Official--Except where authorized by law, neither the mayor nor any 

council member shall hold any other elective or compensated appointive office in the city or otherwise be 

employed by said government or any agency thereof during the term for which they were elected. No former 

mayor and no former council member shall hold any compensated appointive office in the city until one year after 

the expiration of the term for which they were elected. 

 

 (f)  Political Activities of Certain Officers and Employees--No appointive officer and no employee of 

the city shall continue in such employment upon qualifying as a candidate for nomination or election to any public 

office. 

 

 (g)  Penalties for Violation-- 

 

  (1) Any city officer or employee who knowingly conceals such financial interest or knowingly 

violates any of the requirements of this section shall be guilty of malfeasance in office or position 

and shall be deemed to have forfeited their office or position. 

 

  (2) Any officer or employee of the city who shall forfeit their office or position as described in 

paragraph (1) above, shall be ineligible for appointment or election to or employment in a position 

in the city government for a period of three years thereafter. 

 

Section 2.15. Inquiries and Investigations.  
 

The city council may make inquiries and investigations into the affairs of the city and the conduct of any 

department, office or agency thereof, and for this purpose may subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, take 

testimony, and require the production of evidence. Any person who fails or refuses to obey a lawful order issued 

in the exercise of these powers by the city council shall be punished as provided by ordinance. 

 

Section 2.16. General Power, and Authority of the City Council.  
 

Except as otherwise provided by the charter, the city council shall be vested with all the powers of 

government of this city as provided by Article I. 

 

Section 2.17. Eminent Domain.  
 

The city council is hereby empowered to acquire, construct, operate and maintain public ways, parks, 

public grounds, cemeteries, markets, market houses, public buildings, libraries, sewers, drains, sewage treatment, 

waterworks, electrical systems, cable television systems, gas systems, airports, hospitals, and charitable 

educational, recreational, sport[,] curative, corrective, detentional, penal and medical institutions, agencies, and 

facilities, and any other public improvements inside or outside the city, and to regulate the use thereof, and for 

such purposes, property may be condemned under procedures established under general law applicable now or as 

provided in the future. 
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Section 2.18. Oath of Office.  
 

The oath of office shall be administered by any person duly authorized by law to administer oaths to the 

newly elected members as follows:  

 

"I do solemnly (swear) (affirm) that I will faithfully perform the duties of (mayor) (council member) of 

this city and that I will support and defend the charter thereof as well as the Constitution and laws of the 

State of Georgia and of the United States of America." 

 

Section 2.19. Regular and Special Meetings. 
 

 (a)  The city council shall hold regular meetings at such times and places as prescribed by ordinance. 

 

 (b)  Special meetings of the city council may be held on call of the mayor or three members of the city 

council. Notice of such special meetings shall be served on all other members personally, or by telephone 

personally, at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. Such notice to council members shall not be required if the 

mayor and all council members are present when the special meeting is called. Such notice of any special meeting 

may be waived by a council member in writing before or after such a meeting, and attendance at the meeting shall 

also constitute a waiver of notice on any business transacted in such council member's presence. Only the business 

stated in the call may be transacted at the special meeting without unanimous consent of such council members 

present. 

 

 (c)  All meetings of the city council shall be public to the extent required by law and notice to the 

public of special meetings shall be made as required by law. 

 
Code reference--Time, place of regular meetings, § 2-41. 
 

Section 2.20. Rules of Procedure. 
 

 (a)  The city council shall adopt its rules of procedure and order of business consistent with the 

provisions of this charter and shall provide for keeping a journal of its proceedings, which shall be a public record. 

 

 (b)  All committees and committee chairmen and officers of the city council shall be appointed by the 

mayor and shall serve at the mayor's pleasure. The mayor shall have the power to appoint new members to any 

committee at any time. 

 
Code reference--Rules for conduct of business, § 2-43. 
 

Section 2.21. Quorum: Voting. 
 

 (a)  Four council members shall constitute a quorum and shall be authorized to transact business of the 

city council. Voting on the adoption of ordinances shall be by voice vote and the vote shall be recorded in the 

journal, but any member of the city council shall have the right to request a roll call vote and such vote shall be 

recorded in the journal. Except as otherwise provided in this charter, the affirmative vote of a majority of council 

members present shall be required for the adoption of any ordinance, resolution, or motion. 
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 (b)  In the event vacancies in office result in less than a quorum of council members holding office, 

then the remaining council members in office shall constitute a quorum and shall be authorized to transact 

business of the city council. A vote of a majority of the remaining council members shall be required for the 

adoption of any ordinance, resolution or motion. 

 

Section 2.22. Ordinance Form; Procedures. 
 

 (a)  Every proposed ordinance should be introduced in writing and in the form required for final 

adoption. No ordinance shall contain a subject which is not expressed in its title. The enacting clause shall be "The 

Council of the City of Royston hereby ordains . . . " and every ordinance shall so begin. 

 

 (b)  An ordinance may be introduced by any council member and be read at a regular or special 

meeting of the city council. Ordinances shall be considered and adopted or rejected by the city council in 

accordance with the rules which it shall establish; provided, however, an ordinance shall not be adopted the same 

day it is introduced, except for emergency ordinances provided in Section 2.24. Upon introduction of any 

ordinance, the city manager shall as soon as possible distribute a copy to the mayor and to each council member 

and shall file a reasonable number of copies in the office of the city manager and at such other places as the city 

council may designate. 

 
Code reference--Adoption of resolutions, contracts and interlocal agreements, § 2-61 et seq. 
 

Section 2.23. Action Requiring an Ordinance.  
 

Acts of the city council which have the force and effect of law shall be enacted by ordinance. 

 

Section 2.24. Emergencies.  
 

To meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property or public peace, the city council may convene 

on call of the mayor or three council members and promptly adopt an emergency ordinance, but such ordinance 

may not levy taxes; grant, renew or extend a franchise; regulate the rate charged by any public utility for its 

services; or authorize the borrowing of money except for loans to be repaid within 30 days. An emergency 

ordinance shall be introduced in the form prescribed for ordinances generally, except that it shall be plainly 

designated as an emergency ordinance and shall contain, after the enacting clause, a declaration stating that an 

emergency exists, and describing the emergency in clear and specific terms. An emergency ordinance may be 

adopted, with or without amendment, or rejected at the meeting at which it is introduced, but the affirmative vote 

of at least a majority of the council members present shall be required for adoption. It shall become effective upon 

adoption or at such later time as it may specify. Every emergency ordinance shall automatically stand repealed 30 

days following the date upon which it was adopted, but this shall not prevent reenactment of the ordinance in the 

manner specified in this section if the emergency still exists. An emergency ordinance may also be repealed by 

adoption of a repealing ordinance in the same manner specified in this section for adoption of emergency 

ordinances. 

 

Section 2.25. Codes of Technical Regulations. 
 

 (a)  The city council may adopt any standard code of technical regulations by reference thereto in an 

adopting ordinance. The procedure and requirements governing such adopting ordinance shall be as prescribed 

for ordinances generally except that: 
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  (1) The requirements of Section 2.22(b) for distribution and filing of copies of the ordinance shall be 

construed to include copies of any code of technical regulations, as well as the adopting ordinance; 

and 

 

  (2) A copy of each adopted code of technical regulations, as well as the adopting ordinance, shall he 

authenticated and recorded by the city manager pursuant to Section 2.26. 

 

 (b)  Copies of any adopted code of technical regulations shall be made available by the city manager 

for distribution or for purchase at a reasonable price. 

 
Code reference--Adoption of technical codes, § 18-26. 
 

Section 2.26. Signing; Authenticating; Recording; Codification; Printing. 
 

 (a)  The mayor or city manager shall authenticate by his signature and record in full in a properly 

indexed book kept for that purpose, all ordinances adopted by the council. 

 

 (b)  The city council shall provide for the preparation of a general codification of all the ordinances of 

the city having the force and effect of law. The general codification shall be adopted by the city council by 

ordinance and shall be published promptly, together with all amendments thereto and such codes of technical 

regulations and other rules and regulations as the city council may specify. This compilation shall be known and 

cited officially as "Code of Ordinances, City of Royston, Georgia." Copies of the code shall be furnished to all 

officers, departments and agencies of the city, and made available for purchase by the public at a reasonable price 

as fixed by the city council. 

 

 (c)  The city council shall cause each ordinance and each amendment to this charter to be printed 

promptly following its adoption, and the printed ordinances and charter amendments shall be made available for 

purchase by the public at reasonable prices to be fixed by the city council. Following publication of the first code 

under this charter and at all times thereafter, the ordinances and charter amendments shall be printed in 

substantially the same style as the code currently in effect and shall be suitable in form for incorporation therein. 

The city council shall make such further arrangements as deemed desirable with reproduction and distribution of 

any current changes in or additions to codes of technical regulations and other rules and regulations included in 

the code. 

 

Section 2.27. City Manager; Appointment; Qualifications; Compensation.  
 

The city council shall employ a city manager for an indefinite term and shall fix the city manager's 

compensation. The city manager shall be employed solely on the basis of the city manager's executive and 

administrative qualifications. 

 

Section 2.28. Removal of City Manager. 
 

 (a)  The city council may remove the city manager from office in accordance with the following 

procedures: 

 

  (1) The city council shall adopt by affirmative vote of a majority of all its members a preliminary 
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resolution which must state the reasons for removal and may suspend the city manager from duty 

for a period not to exceed 45 days. A copy of the resolution shall be delivered promptly to the city 

manager. 

 

  (2) Within five (5) days after a copy of the resolution is delivered to the city manager, the city manager 

may file with the city council a written request for a public hearing. This hearing shall be held 

within 30 days after the request is filed. The city manager may file with the council a written reply 

not later than five (5) days before the hearing. 

 

  (3) If the city manager has not requested a public hearing within the time specified in paragraph (2) 

above, the city council may adopt a final resolution for removal, which may be made effective 

immediately, by an affirmative vote of a majority of all its members. If the city manager has 

requested a public hearing, the city council may adopt a final resolution for removal, which may be 

made effective immediately, by an affirmative vote of a majority of all its members at any time 

after the public hearing. 

 

 (b)  The city manager shall continue to receive the city manager's salary until the effective date of a 

final resolution of removal. 

 

Section 2.29. Acting City Manager.  
 

By letter filed with the city, the city manager shall designate, subject to approval of the city council, a 

qualified city administrative officer to exercise the powers and perform the duties of city manager during the city 

manager's temporary absence or disability. During such absence or disability, the city council may revoke such 

designation at any time and appoint another officer of the city to serve until the city manager shall return or the 

city manager's disability shall cease. 

 

Section 2.30. Powers and Duties of the City Manager.  
 

The city manager shall be the chief administrative officer of the city. The city manager shall be 

responsible to the city council for the administration of all city affairs placed in his charge by or under this charter. 

The city manager shall have the following powers and duties: 

 

  (1) The city manager shall employ and, when the city manager deems it necessary for the good of the 

city, suspend or remove all city employees and administrative officers the city manager employs, 

except as otherwise provided by law, in this charter, or personnel ordinances adopted pursuant to 

this charter. The city manager may authorize any administrative officer who is subject to the city 

manager's direction and supervision to exercise these powers with respect to those subordinated in 

that officer's department, office, or agency; 

 

  (2) The city manager shall direct and supervise the administration of all departments, offices and 

agencies of the city, except as otherwise provided by this charter or by law; 

 

  (3) The city manager shall attend all city council meetings and shall have the right to take part in 

discussion but the city manager may not vote; 
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  (4) The city manager shall see that all laws, provisions of this charter, and acts of the city council, 

subject to enforcement by the city manager or by officers subject to the city manager's direction 

and supervision, are faithfully executed; 

 

  (5) The city manager shall prepare and submit the annual operating budget and capital budget to the 

city council; 

 

  (6) The city manager shall submit to the city council and make available to the public a complete 

report on the finances and administrative activities of the city at the regularly held monthly 

meeting of the city council; 

 

  (7) The city manager shall make such other reports as the city council may require concerning the 

operations of city departments, offices and agencies subject to the city manager's direction and 

supervision; 

 

  (8) The city manager shall keep the city council fully advised as to the financial condition and future 

needs of the city, and make such recommendations to the city council concerning the affairs of the 

city as the city manager deems desirable; and 

 

  (9) The city manager shall perform other such duties as are specified in this charter or as may be 

required by the city council. 

 

Section 2.31. Council Interference with Administration.  
 

Except for the purpose of inquiries and investigation under Section 2.15, the city council or its members 

shall deal with city officers and employees who are subject to the direction and supervision of the city manager 

solely through the city manager, and neither the city council nor its members shall give orders to any such officer 

or employee, either publicly or privately. 

 

Section 2.32. Election of Mayor; Forfeiture; Compensation.  
 

Except as provided in Article V, the mayor shall be elected and serve for a term of four years and until the 

mayor's successor is elected and qualified. The mayor shall be a qualified elector of this city, and the mayor shall 

be 21 years of age on or before the date of the election and the mayor shall have been a resident of the city for one 

year immediately preceding the mayor's election. The mayor shall continue to reside in this city during the period 

of the mayor's service. The mayor shall forfeit the mayor's office on the same grounds and under the same 

procedure as for council members. The compensation of the mayor shall be established in the same manner as for 

council members. 

 
Code reference--Elections, ch. 34. 
 

Section 2.33. Mayor Pro Tem, Election.  
 

By a majority vote, the city council shall elect a council member to serve as mayor pro tem. 

 

Section 2.34. Powers and Duties of Mayor.  
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The mayor shall: 

 

  (1) Preside at all meetings of the city council; 

 

  (2) Be the head of the city for the purpose of service of process and for ceremonial purposes, and be 

the official spokesperson for the city and the chief advocate of policy; 

 

  (3) Have power to administer oaths and to take affidavits; 

 

  (4) Sign as a matter of course on behalf of the city all written and approved contracts, ordinances and 

other instruments executed by the city which by law are required to be in writing; 

 

  (5) Vote at city council meetings only in the case of a tie vote by council members; and 

 

  (6) Have veto power to be exercised in the manner set out in Section 2.36. 

 

Section 2.35. Mayor Pro Tem, Power and Duties.  
 

During the absence or disability of the mayor for any cause, the mayor pro tem, or in the mayor's absence 

or disability for any reason, any one of the council members chosen by a majority vote of the city council, shall be 

clothed with all the rights and privileges of the mayor and shall perform the duties of the office of the mayor so 

long as such absence or disability shall continue. Any such absence or disability shall be declared by majority vote 

of all council members. 

 

Section 2.36. Submission of Ordinances to the Mayor; Veto Power. 
 

 (a)  Every ordinance adopted by the city council shall be presented promptly by the city manager to the 

mayor. 

 

 (b)  The mayor, within five (5) calendar days of receipt of an ordinance, shall return it to the city 

manager with or without the city manager's approval, or with the city manager's disapproval. If the ordinance has 

been approved by the mayor, it shall become law upon its return to the city manager; if the ordinance is neither 

approved nor disapproved, it shall become law at twelve o'clock noon on the tenth calendar day after its adoption; 

if the ordinance is disapproved, the mayor shall submit to the city council a written statement of the mayor's 

reasons for the mayor's veto. The city manager shall record upon the ordinance the date of its delivery to and 

receipt from the mayor. 

 

 (c)  Ordinances vetoed by the mayor shall be presented by the city manager to the city council at its 

next meeting. If the city council then or at its next general meeting adopts the ordinance by an affirmative vote of 

two-thirds of its members, it shall become law. 

 

 (d)  The mayor may disapprove or reduce any item or items of appropriation in any ordinance. The 

approved part or parts of any ordinance making appropriations shall become law, and the part or parts 

disapproved shall not become law unless subsequently passed by the city council over the mayor's veto as 

provided herein. The reduced part or parts shall be presented to city council as though disapproved and shall 

become law unless overridden by the council as provided in subsection (c) above. 



Code of Ordinances Royston Ga 
 

 

  ARTICLE III.  
 

ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS  
 

Section 3.10. Administrative and Service Departments. 
 

 (a)  Except as otherwise provided in this charter, the city council, by ordinance, shall prescribe the 

functions or duties, and establish, abolish or alter all nonelective offices, positions of employment, departments, 

and agencies of the city, as necessary for the proper administration of the affairs and government of this city. 

 

 (b)  Except as otherwise provided by this charter or by law, the heads of departments and other 

appointed officers of the city shall be appointed solely on the basis of their respective administrative and 

professional qualifications. 

 

 (c)  All appointive officers and heads of departments shall receive such compensation as prescribed by 

ordinance. 

 

 (d)  There shall be a head of each department or agency who shall be its principal officer. Each 

department head shall, subject to the direction and supervision of the city manager, be responsible for the 

administration and direction of the affairs and operations of their department or agency. 

 

 (e)  All department heads under the supervision of the city manager shall be nominated by the city 

manager with confirmation of appointment by the city council. The city manager may suspend or remove 

directors under the city manager's supervision which suspension shall be effective immediately following the city 

manager giving written notice of such action and the reasons therefor to the department head involved and to the 

city council. The department head involved may appeal to the city council which, after a hearing, may override 

the city manager's action by a two-thirds ( 2/3) majority vote of council members present at such meeting. 

 
Code reference--Departments, § 2-86 et seq. 
 

Section 3.11. Boards, Commissions and Authorities. 
 

 (a)  The city council shall create by ordinances such boards, commissions and authorities to fulfill any 

investigative, quasijudicial or quasilegislative function the city council deems necessary, and shall by ordinance 

establish the composition, period of existence, duties and powers thereof. 

 

 (b)  All members of boards, commissions and authorities of the city shall be appointed by the city 

council for such terms of office and in such manner as shall be provided by ordinance, except where other 

appointing authority, terms of office, or manner of appointment is prescribed by this charter or by law. 

 

 (c)  The city council, by ordinance, may provide for the compensation and reimbursement for actual 

and necessary expenses of the members of any board, commission or authority. 

 

 (d)  Except as otherwise provide by charter or by law, no member of any board, commission, or 

authority created pursuant to paragraph (c) above shall hold any elective office in the city. 
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 (e)  Any vacancy on a board, commission or authority of the city shall be filled for the unexpired term 

in the manner prescribed herein for original appointment, except as otherwise provided by this charter or by law. 

 

 (f)  No member of a board, commission or authority shall assume office until they have executed and 

filed with the city manager an oath obligating themselves to faithfully and impartially perform the duties of their 

office, such oath to be prescribed by ordinance and administered by the mayor. 

 

 (g)  Any member of a board, commission or authority may be removed from office for cause by a vote 

of four (4) members of the city council. 

 

 (h)  Except as otherwise provided by this charter or by law, each board, commission or authority of the 

city shall elect one of its members as chairman and one member as vice-chairman, and shall elect as its secretary 

one of its own members. Each board, commission or authority of the city government may establish such bylaws, 

rules and regulations, not inconsistent with this charter, ordinances of the city, or law, as it deems appropriate and 

necessary for the fulfillment of its duties or the conduct of its affairs. Copies of such bylaws, rules and regulations 

shall be filed with the city manager. 

 
Code reference--Boards, commissions and authorities, § 2-111 et seq. 
 

Section 3.12. City Attorney.  
 

The city council shall appoint a city attorney, together with such assistant city attorneys as may be 

authorized, and shall provide for the payment of such attorney or attorneys for services rendered to the city. The 

city attorney shall be responsible for representing and defending the city in all litigation in which the city is a 

party; may be the prosecuting officer in the municipal court; shall attend the meetings of the council as directed; 

shall advise the city council, mayor, and other officers and employees of the city concerning legal aspects of the 

city's affairs; and shall perform such other duties as may be required of the city attorney by virtue of the position 

as city attorney. The city attorney shall serve at the discretion of the city council. 

 

Section 3.13. City Clerk.  
 

The city council may appoint a city clerk who shall not be a council member. The city clerk shall be 

custodian of the official city seal; maintain council records required by this charter; and perform such other duties 

as may be required by city council or delegated by the city manager. 

 

Section 3.14. City Treasurer.  
 

The city council may appoint a financial officer to collect all taxes, licenses, fees, and other monies 

belonging to the city subject to the provisions of this charter and the ordinances of the city, and to enforce all laws 

of Georgia relating to the collection of delinquent taxes and sale or foreclosure for nonpayment of taxes. The 

financial officer shall also be responsible for the general duties of a treasurer and fiscal officer. 

 

Section 3.15. City Accountant.  
 

The city council shall appoint a city accountant to perform the duties of an accountant. The city accountant 

shall serve at the discretion of the city council. 
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Section 3.16. Position Classification and Pay Plans.  
 

The city manager shall be responsible for the preparation of a position classification and pay plan which 

shall be submitted to the city council for approval. Such plan may apply to all employees of the city and any of its 

agencies, departments, boards, commissions or authorities. When a pay plan has been adopted, the city council 

shall not increase or decrease the salary range applicable to any position except by amendment of such pay plan. 

For purposes of this section, all elected and appointed city officials are not city employees. 

 

Section 3.17. Personnel Policies.  
 

The city council shall adopt rules and regulations consistent with this charter concerning: 

 

  (1) The method of employee selection and probationary periods of employment; 

 

  (2) The administration of the position classification and pay plan, methods of promotion and 

application of service ratings thereto, and transfer of employees within the classification plan; 

 

  (3) Hours of work, vacation, sick leave, and other leaves of absence, overtime pay, and the order and 

manner in which layoffs shall be effected; 

 

  (4) Such dismissal hearings as due process may require; and 

 

  (5) Such other personnel notices as may be necessary to provide for adequate and systematic handling 

of personnel affairs. 

 

Section 3.18. Consolidation of Functions.  
 

The council may consolidate any two or more of the positions of city clerk, city treasurer, city manager, 

city tax collector, or of any other positions or may assign the functions of any one or more of such positions to the 

holder or holders of any other positions. 

 

  ARTICLE IV.  
 

JUDICIAL BRANCH*  
__________  

 

*Code reference--Municipal court, § 30-26 et seq. 

__________  

 

Section 4.10. Creation; Name.  
 

There shall be a court to be known as the Municipal Court of the City of Royston. 

 

Section 4.11. Chief Judge; Associate Judge. 
 

 (a)  The municipal court shall be presided over by a chief judge and such part-time, full-time, or 
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standby judges as shall be provided by ordinance. 

 

 (b)  No person shall be qualified or eligible to serve as a judge on the municipal court unless they shall 

have attained the age of 21 years and shall be a member of the State Bar of Georgia. All judges shall be appointed 

by the city council and shall serve at the discretion of the city council. 

 

 (c)  Compensation of the judges shall be fixed by ordinance. 

 

 (d)  Judges may be removed for cause by a vote of a majority of the members present at the regular 

meeting of the city council. 

 

 (e)  Before assuming office, each judge shall take an oath, given by the mayor, that they will honestly 

and faithfully discharge the duties of their office to the best of their ability and without fear, favor or partiality. 

The oath shall be entered upon the minutes of the city council journal required in Section 2.20. 

 

Section 4.12. Convening.  
 

The municipal court shall be convened at regular intervals as provided by ordinance. 

 

Section 4.13. Jurisdiction, Powers. 
 

 (a)  The municipal court shall try and punish violations of this charter, all city ordinances, and such 

other violations as provided by law. 

 

 (b)  The municipal court shall have authority to punish those in its presence for contempt, provided that 

such punishment shall not exceed three hundred dollars ($300.00) or ten (10) days in jail. 

 

 (c)  The municipal court may fix punishment for offenses within its jurisdiction not exceeding a fine of 

Three Thousand Five Hundred ($3,500.00) Dollars or imprisonment for 90 days or both such fine and 

imprisonment or may fix punishment by fine, imprisonment or alternative sentencing as now, or hereafter 

provided by state law or local ordinance. 

 

 (d)  The municipal court shall have authority to establish a schedule of fees to defray the cost of 

operation, and shall be entitled to reimbursement of the cost of meals, transportation, and caretaking of prisoners 

bound over to the superior courts for violations of state law. 

 

 (e)  The municipal court shall have authority to establish bail and recognizances to ensure the presence 

of those charged with violations before said court, and shall have discretionary authority to accept cash or 

personal or real property as surety for the appearance of persons charged with violations. Whenever any person 

shall give bail for his appearance and shall fail to appear at the time fixed for trial, their bond shall be forfeited by 

the judge presiding at such time, and an execution issued thereon by serving the defendant and the defendant's 

sureties with a rule nisi, at least two (2) days before a hearing on the rule nisi. In the event that cash or property is 

accepted in lieu of bond for security for the appearance of a defendant at trial, and if such defendant fails to appear 

at the time and place fixed for trial, the cash so deposited shall be on order of the judge declared forfeited to the 

city, or the property so deposited shall have a lien against it for the value forfeited which lien shall be enforceable 

in the same manner and to the same extent as a lien for city property taxes. 
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 (f)  The municipal courts shall have the same authority as superior courts to compel the production of 

evidence in the possession of any party; to enforce obedience to its orders, judgments and sentences; and to 

administer such oaths as are necessary. 

 

 (g)  The municipal court may compel the presence of all parties necessary to a proper disposal of each 

case by the issuance of summonses, subpoenas, and warrants which may be served as executed by any officer as 

authorized by this charter or by law. 

 

 (h)  Each judge of the municipal court shall be authorized to issue warrants for the arrest of persons 

charged with offenses against any ordinance of the city, and each judge of the municipal court shall have the same 

authority as a magistrate of the state to issue warrants for offenses against state laws committed within the city. 

 

 (i)  The municipal court is specifically vested with all the jurisdiction and powers throughout the 

geographic area of this city granted by law to mayor's, recorder's and police courts, and particularly by such laws 

as authorize the abatement of nuisances and prosecution of traffic violations. 

 

Section 4.14. Certiorari.  
 

The right of certiorari from the decision and judgment of the municipal court shall exist in all criminal 

cases and ordinance violation cases, and such certiorari shall be obtained under the sanction of a judge of the 

Superior Courts of Franklin, Madison and Hart Counties under the laws of the State of Georgia regulating the 

granting and issuance of writs of certiorari. 

 

Section 4.15. Rules for Court.  
 

With the approval of the city council, the judge shall have full power and authority to make reasonable 

rules and regulations necessary and proper to secure the efficient and successful administration of the municipal 

court; provided, however, that the city council may adopt in part or in toto the rules and regulations applicable to 

superior courts. The rules and regulations made or adopted shall be filed with the city manager, shall be available 

for public inspection, and, upon request, a copy shall be furnished to all defendants in municipal court 

proceedings at least 48 hours prior to said proceedings. 

 

  ARTICLE V.  
 

ELECTIONS AND REMOVAL*  
__________  

 

*Code reference--Elections, ch. 34. 

__________  

 

Section 5.10. Applicability of General Law.  
 

All primaries and elections shall be held and conducted in accordance with the Georgia Municipal 

Election Code, O.C.G.A. § 21-3-1 et seq., as now or hereafter amended. 

 



Code of Ordinances Royston Ga 
 

Section 5.11. Election of the City Council and Mayor. 
 

 (a)  There shall be a municipal general election biennially on the first Tuesday following the first 

Monday in November of each odd-numbered year. 

 

 (b)  The mayor and three council members who were elected to their respective offices at the municipal 

general election in 1990, and any person appointed or elected to fill a vacancy in those offices, shall continue to 

serve out their respective terms of office which shall expire December 31, 1993, and upon the election and 

qualification of their respective successors. Those successors shall be elected at the municipal general election in 

1993, shall take office the first day of January, 1994, and shall serve for terms of office of four years each and until 

their respective successors are elected and qualified. 

 

 (c)  The three council members who were elected to their respective offices at the municipal general 

election in 1991, and any person appointed or elected to fill a vacancy in those offices, shall continue to serve out 

their respective terms of office which shall expire December 31, 1995, and upon the election and qualification of 

their respective successors. Those successors shall be elected at the municipal general election in 1995, shall take 

office the first day of January, 1996, and shall serve for terms of office of four years each and until their respective 

successors are elected and qualified. 

 

 (d)  After successors are elected pursuant to subsections (b) and (c) of this section, successors to the 

mayor and council members whose terms of office are to expire shall be elected at the municipal general election 

immediately preceding the expiration of such terms and shall take office the first day of January immediately 

following that election and serve for terms of office of four years each and until their respective successors are 

elected and qualified. 

 

Section 5.12. Nonpartisan Elections. 
 

 (a)  Political parties shall not conduct primaries for city offices and all names of candidates for city 

offices shall be listed without party designations. 

 

 (b)  The person receiving a plurality of the votes cast for any city office shall be elected. 

 

Section 5.13. Special Elections; Vacancies.  
 

In the event of a vacancy occurring in the office of mayor or council member for any reason other than 

expiration of term, that vacancy shall be filled as provided in this section: 

 

  (1) If the vacancy occurs within the first two years of the term of the vacated office but at least 35 days 

before the municipal general election to be held within those first two years, then the members of 

the council, or the remaining members thereof if the vacancy is in the office of a council member, 

by majority vote shall appoint, within 15 days after the vacancy occurs, a successor to fill that 

vacancy until it is filled for the remaining unexpired term by a person who shall be elected at a 

special election held upon the same date as that municipal general election. The election 

superintendent of the City of Royston shall conduct that special election on the same date as that 

municipal general election and shall issue the call therefor not less than 30 days nor more than 45 

days prior to that date. The person elected at such special election to fill that vacancy shall take 
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office within ten days after the results of that election are certified and shall serve out the 

remaining unexpired term and until a successor is elected and qualified; 

 

  (2) If the vacancy occurs at any time other than as specified in paragraph (1) of this section, then the 

members of the council, or the remaining members thereof if the vacancy is in the office of a 

council member, by majority vote shall appoint, within 15 days after the vacancy occurs, a 

successor to serve out the remaining unexpired term and until a successor is elected and qualified; 

and 

 

  (3) The provisions of O.C.G.A. § 21-3-1 et seq. shall apply to special elections to fill vacancies 

provided for in this section. 

 

Section 5.14. Other Provisions.  
 

Except as otherwise provided by this charter, the city council shall, by ordinance, prescribe such rules and 

regulations it deems appropriate to fulfill any options and duties under the Georgia Municipal Election Code. 

 

Section 5.15. Removal of Officers. 
 

 (a)  The mayor, council members, or other appointed officers provided for in this charter shall be 

removed from office for any one or more of the following causes: 

 

  (1) Incompetence, misfeasance or a malfeasance in office; 

 

  (2) Conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude; 

 

  (3) Failure at any time to possess any of the qualifications of office as provided by this charter or by 

law; 

 

  (4) Knowingly violating any express prohibition of this charter; 

 

  (5) Abandonment of office or neglect to perform the duties thereof; 

 

  (6) Failure for any other cause to perform the duties of office as required by this charter or by state 

law; or, 

 

  (7) Knowingly violating Section 2.31 of this charter dealing with council interference with 

administration. 

 

 (b)  Removal of an officer pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be accomplished by one of the 

following methods: 

 

  (1) By the vote of a majority of council members present after an investigative hearing. In the event an 

elected officer is sought to be removed by the action of the city council, such officer shall be 

entitled to a written notice specifying the ground or grounds for removal and to a public hearing 

which shall be held not less than ten (10) days after the service of such written notice. Any elected 
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officer sought to be removed from office as herein provided shall have the right of appeal from the 

decision of the city council to the Superior Courts of Franklin, Hart or Madison Counties. Such 

appeal shall be governed by the same rules as govern appeals to the superior court from the probate 

court. 

 

  (2) By an order of the Superior Courts of Franklin, Hart or Madison Counties following a hearing on a 

complaint seeking such removal brought by any resident of the City of Royston. 

 

  ARTICLE VI.  
 

FINANCE*  
__________  

 

*Code references--Finance, § 2-191 et seq.; taxation, ch. 66. 

__________  

 

Section 6.10. Property Tax.  
 

The city council may assess, levy and collect an ad valorem tax on all real and personal property within the 

corporate limits of the city that is subject to such taxation by the state and county. This tax is for the purpose of 

raising revenues to defray the costs of operating the city government, of providing governmental services, for the 

repayment of principal and interest on general obligations, and for any other public purpose as determined by the 

city council in its discretion. 

 

Section 6.11. Millage Rate; Due Dates; Payment Methods.  
 

The city council, by ordinance, shall establish a millage rate for the city property tax, a due date, and the 

time period within which these taxes must be paid. The city council, by ordinance, may provide for the payment of 

these taxes by installments or in one lump sum, as well as authorize the voluntary payment of taxes prior to the 

time when due. 

 

Section 6.12. Occupation and Business Taxes.  
 

The city council by ordinance shall have the power to levy such occupation or business taxes as are not 

denied by law. Such taxes may be levied on both individuals and corporations who transact business in this city or 

who practice or offer to practice any profession or calling therein to the extent such persons have a 

constitutionally sufficient nexus to this city to be so taxed. The city council may classify businesses, occupations, 

professions or callings for the purpose of such taxation in any way which may be lawful and may compel the 

payment of such taxes as provided in Section 6.18. 

 
Code reference--Occupation tax, § 22-31 et seq. 
 

Section 6.13. Licenses; Permits; Fees.  
 

The city council by ordinance shall have the power to require any individuals or corporations who transact 

business in this city or who practice or offer to practice any profession or calling therein to obtain a license or 

permit for such activity from the city and pay a reasonable fee for such license or permit where such activities are 
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not now regulated by general law in such a way as to preclude city regulations. Such fees may reflect the total cost 

to the city of regulating the activity, and if unpaid, shall be collected as provided in Section 6.18. The city council 

by ordinance may establish reasonable requirements for obtaining or keeping such licenses as the public health, 

safety and welfare necessitates. 

 

Section 6.14. Franchises.  
 

The city council shall have the power to grant franchises for the use of this city's streets and alleys for the 

purposes of railroads, street railways, telephone companies, electric companies, cable television, gas companies, 

transportation companies and other similar organizations. The city council shall determine the duration, terms, 

whether the same shall be exclusive or nonexclusive, and the consideration for such franchises; provided, 

however, no franchise shall be granted for a period in excess of 35 years and no franchise shall be granted unless 

the city receives just and adequate compensation therefor. The city council shall provide for the registration of all 

franchises with the city manager in a registration book kept by the city manager. The city council may provide by 

ordinance for the registration within a reasonable time of all franchises previously granted. 

 

Section 6.15. Service Charges.  
 

The city council by ordinance shall have the power to assess and collect fees, charges, and tolls for sewers, 

sanitary and health services, or any other goods or services provided or made available within and without the 

corporate limits of the city for the total cost to the city of providing or making available such services. If unpaid, 

such charges shall be collected as provided in Section 6.18. 

 

Section 6.16. Special Assessments.  
 

The city council by ordinance shall have the power to assess and collect the cost of constructing, 

reconstructing, widening, or improving any public way, street, sidewalk, curbing, gutters, sewers, or other utility 

mains and appurtenances from the abutting property owners under such terms and conditions as are reasonable. If 

unpaid, such charges shall be collected as provided in Section 6.18. 

 

Section 6.17. Construction, Other Taxes.  
 

This city shall be empowered to levy any other tax allowed now or hereafter by law, and the specific 

mention of any right, power or authority in this article shall not be construed as limiting in any way the general 

powers of this city to govern its local affairs. 

 

Section 6.18. Collection of Delinquent Taxes and Fees.  
 

The city council, by ordinance, may provide generally for the collection of delinquent taxes, fees, or other 

revenue due the city under Sections 6.10 through 6.17 by whatever reasonable means as are not precluded by law. 

This shall include providing for the dates when the taxes or fees are due; late penalties or interest; issuance and 

execution of fi. fa.'s; creation and priority of liens; making delinquent taxes and fees personal debts of the persons 

required to pay the taxes or fees imposed; revoking city licenses for failure to pay any city taxes or fees; and 

providing for the assignment or transfer of tax executions. 

 

Section 6.19. General Obligations Bonds.  
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The city council shall have the power to issue bonds for the purpose of raising revenue to carry out any 

project, program or venture authorized under this charter or the laws of the state. Such bonding authority shall be 

exercised in accordance with the laws governing bond issuance by municipalities in effect at the time said issue is 

undertaken. 

 

Section 6.20. Revenue Bonds.  
 

Revenue bonds may be issued by the city council as state law now or hereafter provides. Such bonds are to 

be paid out of any revenue produced by the project, program or venture for which they were issued. 

 

Section 6.21. Shortterm Loans.  
 

The city may obtain shortterm loans and must repay such loans not later than December 31 of each year, 

unless otherwise provided by law. 

 

Section 6.22. Fiscal Year.  
 

The city council shall set the fiscal year by ordinance. This fiscal year shall constitute the budget year and 

the year for financial accounting and reporting of each and every office, department, agency and activity of the 

city government. 

 

Section 6.23. Preparation of Budgets.  
 

The city council shall provide an ordinance on the procedures and requirements for the preparation and 

execution of an annual operating budget, a capital improvement program and a capital budget, including 

requirements as to the scope, content and form of such budgets and programs. 

 

Section 6.24. Submission of Operating Budget to City Council.  
 

On or before a date fixed by the city council but not later than 45 days prior to the beginning of each fiscal 

year, the city manager shall submit to the city council a proposed operating budget for the ensuing fiscal year. The 

budget shall be accompanied by a message from the city manager containing a statement of the general fiscal 

policies of the city, the important features of the budget, explanations of major changes recommended for the next 

fiscal year, a general summary of the budget, and such other comments and information as the city manager may 

deem pertinent. The operating budget and the capital improvements budget hereinafter provided for, the budget 

message and all supporting documents shall be filed in the office of the city manager and shall be open to public 

inspection. 

 

Section 6.25. Action by City Council on Budget. 
 

 (a)  The city council may amend the operating budget proposed by the city manager; except, that the 

budget as finally amended and adopted must provide for all expenditures required by state law or by other 

provisions of this charter and for all debt service requirements for the ensuing fiscal year, and the total 

appropriations from any fund shall not exceed the estimated fund balance, reserves, and revenues. 
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 (b)  The city council by ordinance shall adopt the final operating budget for the ensuing fiscal year not 

later than 30 days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year. If the city council fails to adopt the budget by this 

date, the amounts appropriated for operation for the current fiscal year shall be deemed adopted for the ensuing 

fiscal year on a month-to-month basis, with all items prorated accordingly until such time as the city council 

adopts a budget for the ensuing fiscal year. Adoption of the budget shall take the form of an appropriations 

ordinance setting out the estimated revenues in detail by sources and making appropriations according to fund and 

by organizational unit, purpose, or activity as set out in the budget preparation ordinance adopted pursuant to 

Section 6.23. 

 

 (c)  The amount set out in the adopted operating budget for each organizational unit shall constitute the 

annual appropriation for such, and no expenditure shall be made or encumbrance created in excess of the 

otherwise unencumbered balance of the appropriations or allotment thereof, to which it is chargeable. 

 

Section 6.26. Tax Levies.  
 

Following adoption of the operating budget, the city council shall levy by ordinance such taxes as are 

necessary. The taxes and tax rates set by such ordinance shall be such that reasonable estimates of revenues from 

such levy shall at least be sufficient, together with other anticipated revenues, fund balances and applicable 

reserves, to equal the total amount appropriated for each of the several funds set forth in the annual operating 

budget for defraying the expenses of the general government of this city. 

 

Section 6.27. Changes in Appropriations.  
 

The city council by ordinance may make changes in the appropriations contained in the current operating 

budget, at any regular meeting, special or emergency meeting called for such purpose, but any additional 

appropriations may be made only from an existing unexpended surplus. 

 

Section 6.28. Capital Improvements Budget. 
 

 (a)  On or before the date fixed by the city council but no later than 45 days prior to the beginning of 

each fiscal year, the city manager shall submit to the city council a proposed capital improvements budget with 

the city manager's recommendations as to the means of financing the improvements proposed for the ensuing 

fiscal year. The city council shall have the power to accept, with or without amendments, or reject the proposed 

program and proposed means of financing. The city council shall not authorize an expenditure for the construction 

of any building, structure, work or improvement unless the appropriations for such project are included in the 

capital improvements budget, except to meet a public emergency as provided in Section 2.24. 

 

 (b)  The city council shall adopt by ordinance the final capital improvements budget for the ensuing 

fiscal year. No appropriation provided for in a prior capital improvements budget shall lapse until the purpose for 

which the appropriation was made shall have been accomplished or abandoned; provided, however, the city 

manager may submit amendments to the capital improvements budget at any time during the fiscal year, 

accompanied by the city manager's recommendations. Any such amendments to the capital improvements budget 

shall become effective only upon adoption by ordinance. 

 

Section 6.29. Independent Audit.  
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There shall be an annual independent audit of all city accounts, funds and financial transactions by a 

certified public accountant selected by the city council. The audit shall be conducted according to generally 

accepted accounting principles. Any audit of any funds by the state or federal governments may be accepted as 

satisfying the requirements of this charter. Copies of all audit reports shall be available at printing costs to the 

public. 

 

Section 6.30. Contracting procedures.  
 

No contract with the city shall be binding on the city unless: 

 

  (1) It is in writing; 

 

  (2) It is drawn by or submitted and reviewed by the city attorney, and as a matter of course, is signed 

by the city attorney to indicate such drafting or review; and 

 

  (3) It is made or authorized by the city council and such approval is entered in the city council journal 

of proceedings pursuant to Section 2.21. 

 

[Section 6.31. Reserved.] 
 

Section 6.32. Sale of City Property. 
 

 (a)  The city council may sell and convey any real or personal property owned or held by the city for 

governmental or other purposes as now or hereafter provided by law. 

 

 (b)  The city council may quitclaim any rights it may have in property not needed for public purposes 

upon report by the city manager and adoption of a resolution, both finding that the property is not needed for 

public or other purposes and that the interest of the city has no readily ascertainable monetary value. 

 

 (c)  Whenever in opening, extending or widening any street, avenue, alley or public place of the city, a 

small parcel or tract of land is cut off or separated by such work from a larger tract or boundary of land owned by 

the city, the city council may authorize the city manager to execute and deliver in the name of the city a deed 

conveying said cut off or separated parcel or tract of land to an abutting or adjoining property owner or owners in 

exchange for rights-of-way of said street, avenue, alley or public place when such swap is deemed to be in the best 

interest of the city. All deeds and conveyances heretofore and hereafter so executed and delivered shall convey all 

title and interest the city has in such property, notwithstanding the fact that no public sale after advertisement was 

or is hereafter made. 

 

  ARTICLE VII.  
 

GENERAL PROVISIONS  
 

Section 7.10. Bonds for Officials.  
 

The officers and employees of this city, both elective and appointive, shall execute such surety or fidelity 

bonds in such amounts and upon such terms and conditions as the city council shall from time to time require by 
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ordinance or as may be provided by law. 

 

Section 7.11. Prior Ordinances.  
 

All ordinances, resolutions, rules and regulations now in force in the city not inconsistent with this charter 

are hereby declared valid and of full effect and force until amended or repealed by the city council. 

 

Section 7.12. First Election Under This Charter.  
 

The first election shall be held on the Tuesday next following the first Monday in November, 1993, at 

which time the positions held by Mayor Steve Williams, Councilmen Herbert Norton, David Pressley and Paul 

Crawford shall be filled. 

 

Section 7.13. Existing Personnel and Officers.  
 

Except as specifically provided otherwise by this charter, all personnel and officers of the city and their 

rights, privileges and powers shall continue beyond the time this charter takes effect for a period of 60 days before 

or during which the existing city council shall pass a transition ordinance detailing the changes in personnel and 

appointive officers required or desired and arranging such titles, rights, privileges and powers as may be required 

or desired to allow a reasonable transition. 

 

Section 7.14. Pending Matters.  
 

Except as specifically provided otherwise by this charter, all rights, claims, actions, orders, contracts and 

legal or administrative proceedings shall continue and any such ongoing work or cases shall be completed by such 

city agencies, personnel or offices as may be provided by the city council. 

 

Section 7.15. Construction. 
 

 (a)  Section captions in this charter are informative only and are not to be considered as a part thereof. 

 

 (b)  The word "shall" is mandatory and the word "may" is permissive. 

 

 (c)  The singular shall include the plural, the masculine shall include the feminine, and vice versa. 

 

Section 7.16. Severability.  
 

If any article, section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, or part thereof of this charter shall be held to be 

invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect or impair other parts of this 

charter unless it clearly appears that such other parts are wholly and necessarily dependent upon the part held to be 

invalid or unconstitutional, it being the legislative intent in enacting this charter that each article, section, 

subsection, paragraph, sentence or part thereof be enacted separately and independent of each other. 

 

Section 7.17. Effective Date.  
 

This charter shall become of full force and effect on June 1, 1992. 
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Section 7.18. Specific Repealer.  
 

An Act incorporating the City of Royston in the Counties of Franklin, Hart, and Madison approved March 27, 

1985, (1985 Ga. Laws, page 4286), is repealed in its entirety. 
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  PART II  
 

CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 

  Chapter 1 
 

GENERAL PROVISIONS  
 

 
Sec. 1-1. Designation and citation of Code. 
Sec. 1-2. Definitions and rules of construction. 
Sec. 1-3. Catchlines of sections. 
Sec. 1-4. Effect of repeal of ordinances. 
Sec. 1-5. Severability of parts of Code. 
Sec. 1-6. Amendments to Code; effect of new ordinances; amendatory language. 
Sec. 1-7. Altering Code. 
Sec. 1-8. Supplementation of Code. 
Sec. 1-9. Liability for violations by corporations, other associations. 
Sec. 1-10. Provisions considered continuations of existing ordinances. 
Sec. 1-11. Ordinances not affected by Code. 
Sec. 1-12. General penalty. 

 

 

Sec. 1-1. Designation and citation of Code.  
 

The ordinances embraced in the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be designated the 

"Code of Ordinances, City of Royston, Georgia," and may be so cited. 

 

Sec. 1-2. Definitions and rules of construction.  
 

In the construction of this Code and of all ordinances and resolutions, the following rules shall govern, 

unless such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the city council:  

 

Bond. When a bond is required by law, an undertaking in writing, without seal, is sufficient; and in all 

bonds where the names of the obligors do not appear in the bond, but are subscribed thereto, they shall be bound 

thereby.  

 

Charter. "Charter" shall mean the Charter of the City of Royston, Georgia.  

 

City. "City" shall mean the City of Royston, Georgia.  

 

City council. "City council" shall mean the city council of the City of Royston, Georgia.  

 

Code. "Code" shall mean this Code of Ordinances, City of Royston, Georgia, as designated in section 1-1.  

 

Computation of time. Except as otherwise provided by time period computations specifically applying to 

other laws, when a period of time measured in days, weeks, months, years or other measurements of time except 
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hours is prescribed for the exercise of any privilege or the discharge of any duty, the first day shall not be counted, 

but the last day shall be counted; and, if the last day falls on Saturday or Sunday, the party having such privilege or 

duty shall have through the following Monday to exercise the privilege or to discharge the duty. When the last day 

prescribed for such action falls on a public and legal holiday as set forth in O.C.G.A. § 1-4-1, the party having the 

privilege or duty shall have through the next business day to exercise the privilege or to discharge the duty. When 

the period of time prescribed is less than seven days, intermediate Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays shall be 

excluded in the computation.  

 

Corporate limits. "Corporate limits" shall mean the corporate limits of the City of Royston.  

 

County. Whenever the words "county," "the county" or "this county" are used they shall refer to Franklin 

County, Hart County or Madison County, Georgia, as applicable.  

 

Court. "Court" shall mean the municipal court provided by law for the punishment of offenders against the 

laws or ordinances of the city, whether it shall be the court now constituted or a court hereafter established 

pursuant to law.  

 

Delegation of authority. Whenever a provision requires the head of a department or an official of the city 

to do some act or perform some function, it shall be construed to authorize the head of such department or the 

official to designate, delegate and authorize subordinates to do the required act or perform the required function, 

unless the terms of the provisions designate otherwise.  

 

Gender. The masculine gender shall include the feminine and neuter.  

 

Interpretation. In the interpretation and application of any provision of this Code, it shall be held to be the 

minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety, comfort, convenience and general 

welfare. Where any provision of the Code imposes greater restrictions upon the subject matter than the general 

provision imposed by the Code, the provision imposing the greater restriction or regulation shall be deemed to be 

controlling.  

 

Joint authority. A joint authority given to any number of persons or officers may be executed by a 

majority of them, unless it is otherwise declared.  

 

Month, year. "Month" and "year" shall mean calendar month and calendar year unless otherwise provided.  

 

Names of officers, departments. The name or title of any officer or department shall be read as though the 

words "of the City of Royston" were added thereto.  

 

Nontechnical and technical words. The ordinary significance shall be applied to all words, except words 

of art, or words connected with a particular trade or subject matter, in which case they shall have the significance 

attached to them by experts in the trade or with reference to the subject matter.  

 

Number. The singular or plural number shall each include the other, unless expressly excluded.  

 

Oath. "Oath" includes affirmation.  
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O.C.G.A. "O.C.G.A." means the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, as amended.  

 

Or, and. "Or" may be read "and," and "and" may be read "or" if the sense requires it.  

 

Person. "Person" shall extend and be applied to firms, partnerships, associations, organizations, 

corporations and bodies politic, or any combination thereof, as well as to natural persons.  

 

Preceding, following. "Preceding" and "following" mean generally next before and next after unless the 

context requires a different significance.  

 

Property. "Property" includes real and personal property.  

 

Schedule of fees and charges. "Schedule of fees and charges" means the official consolidated list compiled 

and published by the city which contains rates for utility and other public enterprises, fees, deposit amounts and 

various charges as determined from time to time by the city council, an official copy of which is maintained in the 

office of the city clerk where it is available for reference and review during normal business hours.  

 

Shall, may. "Shall" is mandatory; "may" is permissive.  

 

Signature or subscription. A signature or subscription includes the mark of all illiterate or infirm persons.  

 

State. Whenever the words "state," "the state" or "this state" are used they shall refer to the State of 

Georgia.  

 

Street. "Street" shall include streets, sidewalks, avenues, boulevards, roads, alleys, lanes and all other 

public highways in the city, unless otherwise provided.  

 

Substantial compliance. A substantial compliance with any requirement of this Code or ordinances 

amendatory thereof, especially on the part of public officers, shall be deemed and held sufficient; and no 

proceeding shall be declared void for want of such compliance, unless expressly so provided.  

 

Tense. The present or past tense shall include the future.  

 

Writing. "Writing" includes printing and all numerals, and also pictures, illustrations and printed or 

written designs. 
 State Law References: Computation of time, O.C.G.A. § 1-3-1; construction of definitions, O.C.G.A. § 1-3-2; meaning of 

certain words, O.C.G.A. § 1-3-3; time, O.C.G.A. § 9-11-6. 
 

Sec. 1-3. Catchlines of sections. 
 

 (a)  The catchlines of the several sections of this Code printed in boldface type are intended as mere 

catchwords to indicate the contents of the section and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles of such sections nor 

as any part of the section; nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be so deemed when any of such sections, 

including the catchlines, are amended or reenacted. 

 

 (b)  The history notes appearing in parentheses after each section and the references and editor's notes 

scattered throughout the Code are for the benefit of the user of the Code and shall have no legal effect. 
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 State Law References: Notes and catchlines of code sections not part of law, O.C.G.A. § 1-1-7. 
 

Sec. 1-4. Effect of repeal of ordinances. 
 

 (a)  The repeal of an ordinance shall not revive any ordinance in force before or at the time the repealed 

ordinance took effect. 

 

 (b)  The repeal of an ordinance shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the repeal 

took effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal, for an offense committed or 

matter covered under the repealed ordinance. 

 

Sec. 1-5. Severability of parts of Code.  
 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the city council that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses 

and phrases of this Code are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Code shall 

be declared unconstitutional, invalid or unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality, invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, 

clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Code. 
 State Law References: Severability, O.C.G.A. § 1-1-3. 
 

Sec. 1-6. Amendments to Code; effect of new ordinances; amendatory language. 
 

 (a)  All ordinances passed subsequent to this Code of Ordinances which amend, repeal or in any way 

affect this Code of Ordinances may be numbered in accordance with the numbering system of this Code and 

printed for inclusion in this Code. In the case of the repeal of chapters, sections and subsections or any part thereof 

by subsequent ordinances, such repealed portions may be excluded from this Code by omission from reprinted 

pages affected thereby. The subsequent ordinances as numbered and printed, or omitted in the case of repeal, shall 

be prima facie evidence of such subsequent ordinances until such time that this Code of Ordinances and 

subsequent ordinances numbered or omitted are readopted as a new Code of Ordinances by the city council. 

 

 (b)  Amendments to any of the provisions of this Code may be made by amending such provisions by 

specific reference to the section number of this Code in the following language: "That section ________ of the 

Code of Ordinances, City of Royston, Georgia, is hereby amended to read as follows: . . . ." The new provisions 

shall then be set out in full as desired. 

 

 (c)  If a new section not heretofore existing in the Code is to be added, the following language shall be 

used: "That the Code of Ordinances, City of Royston, Georgia, is hereby amended by adding a section (division, 

article or chapter) to be numbered ________, which section (division, article or chapter) reads as follows: . . . ." 

The new section, division, article or chapter shall then be set out in full as desired. 

 

 (d)  All sections, divisions, articles, chapters or provisions desired to be repealed must be specifically 

repealed by section, division, article or chapter number, as the case may be. 

 

Sec. 1-7. Altering Code.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to change or amend, by additions or deletions, any part or portion of this 

Code or to insert or delete pages or portions thereof, or to alter or tamper with such Code in any manner 
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whatsoever which will cause the law of the city to be misrepresented thereby. Any person violating this section 

shall be punished as provided in section 1-12. 

 

Sec. 1-8. Supplementation of Code. 
 

 (a)  By contract or by city personnel, supplements to this Code shall be prepared on an annual basis. A 

supplement to the Code shall include all substantive, permanent and general parts of ordinances passed by the city 

council during the period covered by the supplement and all changes made thereby in the Code. The pages of a 

supplement shall be so numbered that they will fit properly into the Code and will, where necessary, replace pages 

that have become obsolete or partially obsolete, and the new pages shall be so prepared that, when they have been 

inserted, the Code will be current through the date of the adoption of the latest ordinance included in the 

supplement. 

 

 (b)  In preparing a supplement to this Code, all portions of the Code which have been repealed shall be 

excluded from the Code by the omission thereof from reprinted pages. 

 

 (c)  When preparing a supplement to this Code, the codifier (meaning the person authorized to prepare 

the supplement) may make formal, nonsubstantive changes in ordinances and parts of ordinances included in the 

supplement, insofar as it is necessary to do so to embody them into a unified Code. For example, the codifier may: 

 

  (1) Organize the ordinance material into appropriate subdivisions. 

 

  (2) Provide appropriate catchlines, headings and titles for sections and other subdivisions of the Code 

printed in the supplement, and make changes in such catchlines, headings and titles. 

 

  (3) Assign appropriate numbers to sections and other subdivisions to be inserted in the Code and, 

where necessary to accommodate new material, change existing section or other subdivision 

numbers. 

 

  (4) Change the words "this ordinance" or words of the same meaning to "this chapter," "this article," 

"this division," etc., as the case may be, or to "sections ________ to ________" (inserting section 

numbers to indicate the sections of the Code which embody the substantive sections of the 

ordinance incorporated into the Code). 

 

  (5) Make other nonsubstantive changes necessary to preserve the original meanings of ordinance 

sections inserted into the Code; but in no case shall the codifier make any change in the meaning or 

effect of ordinance material included in the supplement or already embodied in the Code. 

 

Sec. 1-9. Liability for violations by corporations, other associations. 
 

 (a)  Any violation of this Code by any officer, agent or other person acting for or employed by any 

corporation or unincorporated association or organization, while acting within the scope of his office or 

employment, shall in every case also be deemed to be a violation by the corporation, association or organization. 

 

 (b)  Any officer, agent or other person acting for or employed by any corporation or unincorporated 

association or organization shall be subject and liable to punishment as well as the corporation or unincorporated 
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association or organization for the violation by it of any provisions of this Code, where the violation was the act or 

omission, or the result of the act, omission or order, of any such person. 

 

Sec. 1-10. Provisions considered continuations of existing ordinances.  
 

The provisions appearing in this Code, so far as they are the same as ordinances adopted prior to this Code 

and included in such Code, shall be considered as continuations thereof and not as new enactments. 

 

Sec. 1-11. Ordinances not affected by Code.  
 

Nothing in this Code or the ordinance adopting this Code shall be construed to repeal or otherwise affect 

the validity of any of the following: 

 

  (1) Any offense or act committed or done or any penalty or forfeiture incurred or any contract or right 

established or accruing before the effective date of this Code. 

 

  (2) Any ordinance or resolution promising or guaranteeing the payment of money for the city or 

authorizing the issuance of any bonds of the city or any evidence of the city's indebtedness. 

 

  (3) Any contract or obligation assumed by the city. 

 

  (4) Any ordinance fixing the salary of any city officer or employee. 

 

  (5) Any right or franchise granted by the city. 

 

  (6) Any ordinance dedicating, naming, establishing, locating, relocating, opening, widening, paving, 

etc., any street or public way in the city. 

 

  (7) Any appropriation ordinance. 

 

  (8) Any ordinance which, by its own terms, is effective for a stated or limited term. 

 

  (9) Any ordinance providing for local improvements and assessing taxes therefor. 

 

  (10) Any zoning ordinance. 

 

  (11) Any ordinance dedicating or accepting any subdivision plat. 

 

  (12) Any ordinance describing or altering the boundaries of the city. 

 

  (13) The administrative ordinances or resolutions of the city not in conflict or inconsistent with the 

provisions of this Code. 

 

  (14) Any ordinance levying or imposing taxes not included in this Code. 

 

  (15) Any ordinance establishing or prescribing street grades in the city.  
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No such ordinance shall be construed to revive any ordinance or part thereof that has been repealed by a 

subsequent ordinance which is repealed by this chapter; and all such ordinances are hereby recognized as 

continuing in full force and effect to the same extent as if set out at length in this Code. 

 

Sec. 1-12. General penalty.  
 

Whenever in this Code or in any ordinance of the city any act is prohibited or is made or declared to be 

unlawful or an offense, or whenever in such Code or ordinance the doing of an act is required or the failure to do 

an act is declared to be unlawful, unless otherwise provided by state law, where no specific penalty is provided 

therefor, the violation of any such provision of this Code or any ordinance shall be punished by a fine not 

exceeding $1,000.00, and by imprisonment in the city or county jail not to exceed six months, and to work on the 

city streets and public works not exceeding 60 days. Any one or more of these punishments may be inflicted, and 

the fines imposed therefor may be collected by execution. Each day any such violation shall continue shall be a 

separate offense. 
 State Law References: Penalty to be imposed in certain criminal and traffic cases and upon violation of bond, O.C.G.A. § 

15-21-73; alternative punishments for violations of municipal ordinances involving a traffic offense, O.C.G.A. § 17-10-3(e); 

confinement of violators of ordinances, O.C.G.A. § 36-30-8; authorization to impose any punishment up to the maximum specified by 

general law, O.C.G.A. § 36-32-1(c); limitations on home rule powers, O.C.G.A. § 36-35-6; jurisdiction of municipal courts over 

misdemeanor traffic offenses, O.C.G.A. § 40-13-21(a); revenues collected from fines and fees, O.C.G.A. § 47-17-60 et seq. 
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  Chapter 2 
 

ADMINISTRATION*  
__________  

*  Editors Note: Regulations pertaining to city employees on such subjects as employment policy, employee benefits and leaves 

of absence, travel and employee appraisals are contained in the City of Royston Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual which is 

compiled and published separately by the city. An official copy of such manual is on file in the office of the city clerk. 
 Cross References: Elections, ch. 34; administration of the zoning ordinance, app. A, art. XII; administration of the 

manufactured home regulations, app. C, art. VIII. 
 State Law References: Home rule for municipalities, Ga. Const. art. 9, sec. 2, par. 2; supplemental powers of municipalities 

and counties enumerated, Ga. Const. art. 9, sec. 2, par. 3; provisions applicable to municipal corporations only, O.C.G.A. § 36-10-1 et 

seq.; incorporation of municipal corporations, O.C.G.A. § 36-31-1 et seq.; powers of municipal corporations generally, O.C.G.A. § 

36-34-1 et seq.; powers relating to administration of municipal government generally, O.C.G.A. § 36-34-2; the Municipal Home Rule 

Act of 1965, O.C.G.A. § 36-35-1 et seq.; provisions applicable to counties and municipalities, O.C.G.A. § 36-60-1 et seq.; provisions 

applicable to counties, municipal corporations and other governmental entities, O.C.G.A. § 36-80-1 et seq. 
__________  

 
 Article I. In General  

Sec. 2-1. Resolution of land disputes over annexation. 
Sec. 2-2. Volunteer firemen, certified volunteer policemen and elected officials covered under workers' compensation. 
Secs. 2-3--2-25. Reserved. 
 

 Article II. City Council  
 

 Division 1. Generally 
Sec. 2-26. Standing committees. 
Sec. 2-27. Elections. 
Secs. 2-28--2-40. Reserved. 
 

 Division 2. Meetings 
Sec. 2-41. Time, place of regular meetings. 
Sec. 2-42. Duty to attend. 
Sec. 2-43. Rules for conduct of business. 
Sec. 2-44. Presiding officer; call to order. 
Sec. 2-45. Order of business. 
Sec. 2-46. Reading of minutes. 
Sec. 2-47. Reports by committees. 
Sec. 2-48. Manner of addressing council. 
Sec. 2-49. Limitations on addressing council. 
Sec. 2-50. Questions of order. 
Secs. 2-51--2-60. Reserved. 
 

 Division 3. Adoption of Resolutions, Contracts and Interlocal Agreements 
Sec. 2-61. Generally. 
Sec. 2-62. Administrative staff approval. 
Sec. 2-63. Introduction and adoption. 
Sec. 2-64. Tallying of vote. 
Sec. 2-65. Recording of vote. 
Secs. 2-66--2-85. Reserved. 
 

 Article III. Departments  
Sec. 2-86. Departments specified. 
Sec. 2-87. Operation of administrative and service departments. 
Secs. 2-88--2-110. Reserved. 
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 Article IV. Boards, Commissions and Authorities 

 
 Division 1. Generally 

Secs. 2-111--2-120. Reserved. 
 

 Division 2. Planning Commission 
Sec. 2-121. Composition; appointment; term. 
Sec. 2-122. Vacancies. 
Sec. 2-123. Removal. 
Sec. 2-124. Compensation. 
Sec. 2-125. Officers, rules of procedure. 
Sec. 2-126. Powers and duties. 
Secs. 2-127--2-145. Reserved. 
 

 Division 3. Downtown Development Authority 
Sec. 2-146. Activation. 
Sec. 2-147. Purpose. 
Sec. 2-148. Board of directors. 
Sec. 2-149. Terms; successors. 
Sec. 2-150. Compliance with Downtown Development Authorities Law. 
Sec. 2-151. Designation of area. 
Secs. 2-152--2-170. Reserved. 
 

 Division 4. Hospital Authority  
Sec. 2-171. Activation. 
Sec. 2-172. Purpose. 
Sec. 2-173. Board of directors. 
Sec. 2-174. Terms. 
Sec. 2-175. Compliance with Hospital Authorities Law. 
Secs. 2-176--2-180. Reserved. 
 

 Division 5. Historic Preservation Commission 
Sec. 2-181. Purpose. 
Sec. 2-182. Definitions. 
Sec. 2-183. Creation of an historic preservation commission. 
Sec. 2-184. Recommendation and designation of historic districts and properties. 
Sec. 2-185. Application to preservation commission for certificate of appropriateness. 
Sec. 2-186. Maintenance of historic properties and building and zoning code provisions. 
Sec. 2-187. Penalty provisions. 
Secs. 2-188--2-190. Reserved. 
 

 Article V. Finance 
Sec. 2-191. Fiscal year. 
 

  ARTICLE I.  
 

IN GENERAL  
 

Sec. 2-1 Resolution of land disputes over annexation. 
 

 (a)  Prior to initiating any formal annexation activities, the city will notify the county government of a 

proposed annexation and provide information on location of property, size of area, and proposed land use or 

zoning classification(s) (if applicable) of the property upon annexation. Cities should not validate a petition for 

annexation or adopt a resolution of intent to annex prior to completion of this annexation dispute resolution 

process.  



Code of Ordinances Royston Ga 
 

 

Within 15 working days following receipt of the above information, the county will forward to the city a 

statement either; 

 

  (1) Indicating that the county has no objection to the proposed land use for the property; or 

 

  (2) Describing its bona fide objection(s) to the city's proposed land use classification, providing 

supporting information, and listing any possible stipulations or conditions that would alleviate the 

county's objection(s). 

 

 (b)  If the county has no objection to the city's proposed land use or zoning classification, the city is 

free to proceed with the annexation. If the county fails to respond to the city's notice in writing within the 

deadline, the city is free to proceed with the annexation and the county loses its right to invoke the dispute 

resolution process, stop the annexation or object to land use changes after annexation. 

 

 (c)  If the county notifies the city that it has a bona fide land use classification objection(s), as defined 

in O.C.G.A. § 36-36-11(b), the city will respond to the county in writing within 15 working days of receiving the 

county's objection(s) either: 

 

  (1) Agreeing to implement the county's stipulations and conditions and thereby resolving the county's 

objection(s); 

 

  (2) Agreeing with the county and stopping action on the proposed annexation; 

 

  (3) Disagreeing that the county's objection(s) are bona fide and notifying the county that the city will 

seek a declaratory judgment in court; or 

 

  (4) Initiating a 30-day (maximum) mediation process to discuss possible compromises. At this point, 

it is important to notify the property owner(s) of the status of his annexation request. 

 

 (d)  If the city or county initiates mediation, the city and county will each appoint two members to a 

mediation panel. These four individuals will then select a fifth panel member who is familiar or experienced in 

land use issues. The Georgia Mountains RDC will provide a list of mediators to the city and county for their 

selection of a mediator to assist in the process. Any costs associated with the mediation will be shared on a 50/50 

basis between the city and county. 

 

 (e)  If no resolution of the county's bona fide land use classification objection(s) results from the 

mediation, the city will not proceed with the proposed annexation. 

 

 (f)  If the city and county reach agreement as described in (c)(1) or as a result of mediation, they will 

draft an annexation agreement for execution by the city and county governments and the property owner(s) within 

15 working days from the date of the agreement.  

 

Regardless of future changes in land use or zoning classification, any site specific mitigation or enhancement 

measures or site design stipulations included in the agreement will be binding on the property. The property 

owner(s) shall sign, notarize and return the agreement to the city. The agreement shall become final when signed 



Code of Ordinances Royston Ga 
 

by the city and the county and shall be filed at the courthouse.  

(Res. of 7-1-98, §§ 1--6) 

 

Sec. 2-2. Volunteer firemen, certified volunteer policemen and elected officials covered under workers' 

compensation.  
 

Volunteer firemen, volunteer policemen and elected officials shall be covered under the GMA workers' 

compensation self insurance fund while performing their duties on behalf of the city.  

(Res. of 1-14-97, § I) 

 

Secs. 2-3--2-25. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE II.  
 

CITY COUNCIL  
 

  DIVISION 1.  
 

GENERALLY  
 

Sec. 2-26. Standing committees.  
 

The following shall be the standing committees of the city council: 

 

  (1) Personnel, budget, finance, taxes and business licenses; 

 

  (2) Police, library and city hall; 

 

  (3) Gas and cemetery; 

 

  (4) Water, sewer and building permits; 

 

  (5) Fire, zoning, parks and recreation; 

 

  (6) Streets, sanitation and shop.  

(Code 1984, § 3-205) 

 

Sec. 2-27. Elections.  
 

All elections by the city council shall be by ballot, and a majority vote of the whole council shall be 

necessary to an election.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(12)) 

 

Secs. 2-28--2-40. Reserved. 
 

  DIVISION 2.  
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MEETINGS*  
__________  

*  State Law References: Meetings to be open to public, O.C.G.A. § 50-14-1; excluded proceedings, O.C.G.A. § 50-14-3; due 

notice requirements for other than regular meetings, O.C.G.A. § 50-14-1(d); requirement to prescribe the time, place and dates of regular 

meetings of governing authority, O.C.G.A. § 50-14-1(d). 
__________  

 

Sec. 2-41. Time, place of regular meetings.  
 

The city council shall hold regular meetings at the Royston City Hall, Royston, Georgia, on the second 

Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  

(Code 1984, § 3-204) 
 Charter References: Regular and special meetings, § 2.19. 
 

Sec. 2-42. Duty to attend.  
 

It shall be the duty of each member of the city council to attend each meeting of the city council, unless he 

is prevented by some unavoidable circumstance.  

(Code 1984, § 3-204(2)) 

 

Sec. 2-43. Rules for conduct of business.  
 

Except as otherwise provided in this division, Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern the 

conduct of city council meetings.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206) 
 Charter References: Rules of procedure, § 2.20. 
 

Sec. 2-44. Presiding officer; call to order.  
 

All meetings of the council shall be open to the public. The mayor, or in his absence, the mayor pro 

tempore, shall take the chair at the hour appointed for any regular, temporarily adjourned, special, or called 

meeting; and shall immediately call the council to order.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(1)) 

 

Sec. 2-45. Order of business.  
 

The business for the city council shall be taken up for consideration and disposition in the following order: 

 

  (1) Call to order by presiding officer. 

 

  (2) Approval of minutes of previous meeting. 

 

  (3) Petitions and communications. 

 

  (4) Reports of standing committees. 
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  (5) Reports of special committees. 

 

  (6) Unfinished business. 

 

  (7) New business. 

 

  (8) Adjournment.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(4)) 

 

Sec. 2-46. Reading of minutes.  
 

Unless a reading of the minutes of a city council meeting is requested by a councilmember, the minutes 

may be approved without a reading if the city clerk has previously furnished each member with a copy thereof.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(5)) 

 

Sec. 2-47. Reports by committees. 
 

 (a)  Any business coming before the city council concerning the subject matter of which any standing 

or special committee has jurisdiction may be referred to the proper committee for investigation and report. It shall 

be the duty of each standing or special committee, whenever required by the mayor or by the city council, or any 

member of the city council, to examine any matter referred to such committee, and make a report thereof at the 

next regular meeting of the city council, or show good cause why no report is made. Such reports shall not be in 

writing unless so directed by the presiding officer. 

 

 (b)  Each standing committee shall examine into the condition the matters within its jurisdiction, and 

make such reports and recommendations from time to time as may be necessary.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(6)) 

 

Sec. 2-48. Manner of addressing council.  
 

No member, while the city council is in session, shall speak on any subject unless recognized by the 

presiding officer. Every speaker shall address the chair, and no member shall interrupt anyone who is speaking, 

except to call him to order or for explanation.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(7)) 

 

Sec. 2-49. Limitations on addressing council.  
 

Any person not a member of the city council who desires to address the council shall first secure the 

permission of the presiding officer to do so, and then shall step up in front of the rail, give his name and address in 

an audible tone of voice for the record, and direct his remarks to the council as a body rather than to any particular 

member, limiting such remarks to ten minutes unless additional time is granted by the council.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(8)) 

 

Sec. 2-50. Questions of order.  
 

The presiding officer shall decide all questions of order, but any councilmember who is dissatisfied with 
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the decision may appeal to the city council in the manner provided by Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, for 

appealing from decisions of presiding officers.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(11)) 

 

Secs. 2-51--2-60. Reserved. 
 

  DIVISION 3.  
 

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS, CONTRACTS AND INTERLOCAL AGREEMENTS*  
__________  

*  Charter References: Ordinance form; procedures, § 2.22. 
 Cross References: Zoning ordinance amendment procedures, app. B. 
 State Law References: Ordinances of a city council not to bind succeeding councils, O.C.G.A. § 36-30-3; authority to adopt 

municipal ordinances, resolutions or regulations, O.C.G.A. § 36-35-3. 
__________  

 

Sec. 2-61. Generally.  
 

Unless otherwise provided in this Code, all resolutions, contracts and interlocal agreements of the city 

shall be prepared, approved, introduced, and adopted in the manner set out in this division.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(9)) 

 

Sec. 2-62. Administrative staff approval.  
 

All resolutions and contract documents shall, before presentation to the council, have been approved as to 

form and legality by the city attorney or his authorized representative, and shall have been examined and 

approved for administration by the mayor or his authorized representative where there are substantive matters of 

administration involved. All such instruments shall have first been referred to the head of the department under 

whose jurisdiction the administration of the subject matter of the resolution or contract document would devolve 

and be approved by the department head; provided, however, that if approval is not given, the instrument shall be 

returned to the mayor with a written memorandum of the reasons why approval is withheld. If the questioned 

instrument is not redrafted to meet a department head objection, or objection is not withdrawn and approval in 

writing given, the mayor shall so advise the council and give the reasons advanced by the department head for 

withholding approval.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(9)(b)) 

 

Sec. 2-63. Introduction and adoption.  
 

Resolutions and other matters or subjects requiring action by the council must be introduced and 

sponsored by a member of the council, except that the mayor or city attorney may present resolutions and other 

matters or subjects to the council, and any councilmember may assume sponsorship thereof by moving that such 

resolutions, matters or subjects be adopted.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(9)(c)) 

 

Sec. 2-64. Tallying of vote.  
 

A resolution or contract shall be deemed adopted or approved when it receives the affirmative vote or 
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majority of the whole council. For the purposes of tallying such vote an abstention shall be deemed a negative 

vote.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(5)(c)) 

 

Sec. 2-65. Recording of vote.  
 

Whenever any councilmember shall request it the yeas and nays of the members present shall be recorded 

on the minutes on any question taken.  

(Code 1984, § 3-206(10)) 

 

Secs. 2-66--2-85. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE III.  
 

DEPARTMENTS*  
__________  

*  Charter References: Administrative and service departments, § 3.10. 

__________  

 

Sec. 2-86. Departments specified.  
 

The following departments are declared to be subject to the operational control of the policies and 

procedures set forth in the city's personnel policies and procedures manual and are named and created as follows: 

 

  (1) Department of administration. 

 

  (2) Fire department. 

 

  (3) Gas department. 

 

  (4) Police department. 

 

  (5) Street and sanitation department. 

 

  (6) Water and sewer department. 

 

Sec. 2-87. Operation of administrative and service departments.  
 

All units in the administrative and service departments shall: 

 

  (1) Be open between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on weekdays and shall be closed on 

Saturday, Sunday and legal holidays as determined from time to time by the city council. 

 

  (2) Make a daily deposit with the city treasurer of any monies received directly from the public. 

 

  (3) Pay out monies belonging to the city only in the manner prescribed herein.  
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(Code 1984, § 3-103) 

 

Secs. 2-88--2-110. Reserved. 
 

 

 

  ARTICLE IV.  
 

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND AUTHORITIES*  
__________  

*  Charter References: Boards, commissions and authorities, § 3.11. 

__________  

 

  DIVISION 1.  
 

GENERALLY  
 

Secs. 2-111--2-120. Reserved. 
 

  DIVISION 2.  
 

PLANNING COMMISSION*  
__________  

*  Cross References: Buildings and building regulations, ch. 18; businesses, ch. 22; signs, ch. 54; zoning, app. A. 
 State Law References: Coordinated and comprehensive planning by counties and municipalities, O.C.G.A. § 36-70-1 et seq. 
__________  

 

Sec. 2-121. Composition; appointment; term.  
 

The municipal planning commission shall consist of five members appointed by the mayor by and with the 

advice and consent of the city council. Except for the initial appointments, the terms of the members shall be for 

three years each. Two of the members first appointed shall be appointed for a three-year term, two shall be 

appointed for a two-year term, and one shall be appointed for a one-year term. Members shall serve until their 

successors are appointed.  

(Code 1984, § 3-801(2)) 

 

Sec. 2-122. Vacancies.  
 

Vacancies on the planning commission shall be filled by appointments for unexpired terms only and in the 

same manner as for original appointments.  

(Code 1984, § 3-801(3)) 

 

Sec. 2-123. Removal.  
 

Any member of the planning commission may be removed by the mayor or city council for cause after 

written notice and a public hearing.  

(Code 1984, § 3-801(4)) 
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Sec. 2-124. Compensation.  
 

All members of the planning commission shall serve without compensation.  

(Code 1984, § 3-801(5)) 

 

Sec. 2-125. Officers, rules of procedure.  
 

The planning commission shall elect one of its members as chairperson who shall serve for one year or 

until such person is reelected or a successor is elected. A second appointive member shall be elected as 

vice-chairperson and shall serve for one year or until such person is reelected or a successor is elected. The 

commission shall appoint a secretary, who may be an officer or employee of the city or of the planning 

commission. The planning commission shall meet at least once each month at the call of the chairperson and at 

such other times as the  

 

chairperson or commission shall determine, shall adopt rules for the transaction of business, and shall keep a 

record of its proceedings, which record shall be open to public inspection. Employees and staff may be appointed 

by the planning commission as necessary.  

(Code 1984, § 3-801(6)) 

 

Sec. 2-126. Powers and duties.  
 

The planning commission shall make careful and comprehensive surveys and studies of existing 

conditions and probable future developments and prepare plans for physical, social and economic growth in an 

effort to promote the public health, safety, morals, convenience, prosperity, or general welfare of the city. In 

carrying out its objectives the planning commission shall have the following specific powers and duties: 

 

  (1) Prepare a master plan or parts thereof for the development of the city. 

 

  (2) Prepare and recommend for adoption a zoning ordinance and map for the city. 

 

  (3) Prepare and recommend for adoption regulations for the subdivision of land within the city limits 

and to administer the regulations that may be adopted. 

 

  (4) Prepare and recommend for adoption a plat or plats or an official map showing the exact location 

of the boundary lines of existing, proposed, extended, unlined or narrowed streets, public open 

spaces, or public building sites and provide for the regulation of construction of buildings or other 

structures with such lines. 

 

  (5) Cooperate with, contract with or accept funds from federal, state or local public or quasi-public 

agencies and to expend such funds. 

 

  (6) Exercise all other powers and duties conferred upon municipal planning commissions by 

O.C.G.A. §§ 36-34-2 and 36-70-3 and by any other provisions of state law.  

(Code 1984, § 3-801(7)) 
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Secs. 2-127--2-145. Reserved. 
 

  DIVISION 3.  
 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY*  
__________  

*  Cross References: Buildings and building regulations, ch. 18; businesses, ch. 22; zoning, app. A. 

__________  

 

Sec. 2-146. Activation.  
 

There is hereby activated in the city the public body corporate and politic known as the Downtown 

Development Authority of the City of Royston, referred to in this division as the downtown development 

authority, which was created upon the adoption and approval of the Downtown Development Authorities Law, 

1981 Ga. Laws, page 1744, and particularly section 2 thereof.  

(Res. of 12-19-85) 

 

Sec. 2-147. Purpose.  
 

There is hereby determined and declared to be a pressing, existing and future need for a downtown 

development authority, as more fully defined and described in the Downtown Development Authorities Law, 

1981 Ga. Laws, page 1744, as amended, to function in the city for the purpose of developing and promoting for 

the public good and general welfare, trade, commerce, industry and employment opportunities by revitalizing and 

redeveloping the downtown development area of the city.  

(Res. of 12-19-85) 

 

Sec. 2-148. Board of directors.  
 

There are hereby elected seven members of the board of directors of the downtown development authority 

of the city, all of whom are taxpayers residing in the city, and not less than four of whom are persons who, in the 

judgment of the city council, either have or represent a party who has an economic interest in the redevelopment 

and revitalization of the downtown development area of the city.  

(Res. of 12-19-85) 

 

Sec. 2-149. Terms; successors.  
 

Commencing with the date of adoption of the resolution from which this division is derived by the city 

council, of the persons named as directors, two shall serve for a term of two years; two shall serve for a term of 

three years; and three shall serve for a term of three years; and if at the end of term of any term of office of any 

director a successor thereto shall not have been elected as provided in the Downtown Development Authorities 

Law, 1981 Ga. Laws, page 1744, then the director whose term of office has expired shall continue to hold office 

until his successor shall be so elected.  

(Res. of 12-19-85) 

 

Sec. 2-150. Compliance with Downtown Development Authorities Law.  
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The board of directors elected in section 2-148 shall organize itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities 

and exercise its powers and prerogatives in accordance with the terms andprovisions of the Downtown 

Development Authorities Law, 1981 Ga. Laws, page 1744, as it now exists and as it might hereafter be amended 

or modified.  

(Res. of 12-19-85) 

 

Sec. 2-151. Designation of area.  
 

The downtown development area of the city shall be defined and designated as follows: All zoned areas 

within the corporate limits of the city as of the date of the resolution from which this division is derived, except 

areas zoned agricultural as shown on an accurate zoning map of the city.  

(Res. of 12-19-85) 

 

Secs. 2-152--2-170. Reserved. 
 

  DIVISION 4.  
 

HOSPITAL AUTHORITY  
 

Sec. 2-171. Activation.  
 

There is hereby activated the public body corporate and politic known as the Hospital Authority of the 

City of Royston, Georgia, referred to in this division as the hospital authority, which was created upon the 

adoption and approval of the Hospital Authorities Law, O.C.G.A. § 31-7-70 et seq.  

(Res. of 11-12-91) 

 

Sec. 2-172. Purpose.  
 

There is hereby determined and declared to be a present and future need for a hospital authority, as more 

fully described and defined in the Hospital Authorities Law, O.C.G.A. § 31-7-70 et seq., to function in the city and 

its environs.  

(Res. of 11-12-91) 

 

Sec. 2-173. Board of directors.  
 

There are hereby appointed five members of the first board of directors of the hospital authority, each of 

whom is a taxpayer of the city residing in the city and none of whom are officers of or employees of the city.  

(Res. of 11-12-91) 

 

Sec. 2-174. Terms.  
 

Commencing with the date of adoption of the resolution from which this division is derived, of the persons 

named as directors, one shall serve for a term of six years; one for a term of five years; one for a term of four years; 

one for a term of three years; and one for a term of two years.  

(Res. of 11-12-91) 
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Sec. 2-175. Compliance with Hospital Authorities Law.  
 

The board of directors elected in section 2-173 shall organize itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities 

and exercise its powers and prerogatives in accordance with the terms and provisions of the Hospital Authorities 

Law, O.C.G.A. § 31-7-70 et seq., as it now exists and as it might hereafter be amended or modified.  

(Res. of 11-12-91) 

 

Secs. 2-176--2-180. Reserved. 
 

  DIVISION 5.  
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION*  
__________  

*  Editors Note: An ordinance adopted on Mar. 4, 2002, pertaining to the historic preservation commission, added provisions to 

the Code, but did not specify manner of codification. Therefore, at the discretion of the editor, said provisions have been included as div. 

5, §§ 2-181--2-187 of ch. 2 herein. 
__________  

 

Sec. 2-181. Purpose.  
 

In support and furtherance of its findings and determinations that the historical, cultural and aesthetic 

heritage of the city is among its most valued and important assets and that the preservation of this heritage is 

essential to the promotion of the health, prosperity and general welfare of the people;  

 

In order to stimulate revitalization of the business districts and historic neighborhoods and to protect and 

enhance local historical and aesthetic attractions to tourists and thereby promote and stimulate business;  

 

In order to enhance the opportunities for federal or state tax benefits under relevant provisions of federal 

or state law; and  

 

In order to provide for the designation, protection, preservation and rehabilitation of historic properties 

and historic districts and to participate in federal or state programs to do the same;  

 

The city council hereby declares it to be the purpose and intent of this article to establish a uniform 

procedure for use in providing for the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of places, districts, sites, 

buildings, structures, objects, and landscape features having a special historical, cultural or aesthetic interest or 

value, in accordance with the provisions of this article.  

(Ord. of 3-4-2002, § I) 

 

Sec. 2-182. Definitions.  
 

Building means a structure created to shelter any form of human activity, such as a house, barn, church, 

hotel, or similar structure. Building may refer to an historically related complex such as a courthouse and hail or a 

house and barn.  

 

Certificate of appropriateness means a document evidencing approval by the historic preservation 

commission of an application to make a material change in the appearance of a designated historic property or of 
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a property located within a designated historic district.  

 

Exterior architectural features means the architectural style, general design and general arrangement of 

the exterior of a building, structure or object, including but limited to the kind or texture of the building material 

and the type and style of all windows, doors, signs and other appurtenant architectural fixtures, features, details or 

elements relative to the foregoing.  

 

Exterior environmental features means all those aspects of the landscape or the development of a site 

which affect the historical character of the property.  

 

Historic district means a geographically definable area, possessing a significant concentration, linkage, or 

continuity of sites, buildings, structures or objects united by past events or aesthetically by plan or physical 

development. A district may also comprise individual elements separated geographically but linked by 

association or history. An historic district shall further mean an area designated by the city council as an historic 

district pursuant to the criteria established in section 2-184(b) of this article.  

 

Historic property means an individual building, structure, site, or object including the adjacent area 

necessary for the proper appreciation thereof designated by the city council as an historic property pursuant to the 

criteria established in section 2-184(c) of this article.  

 

Material change in appearance means a change that will affect either the exterior architectural or 

environmental features of an historic property or any building, structure, site, object, or landscape feature within 

an historic district, such as: 

 

  (1) A reconstruction or alteration of the size, shape or facade of an historic property, including 

relocation of any doors or windows or removal or alteration of any architectural features, detail or 

elements; 

 

  (2) Demolition or relocation of an historic structure; 

 

  (3) Commencement of excavation for construction purposes; 

 

  (4) A change in the location of advertising visible from the public right-of-way; or 

 

  (5) The erection, alteration, restoration or removal of any buildings or other structure within an 

historic property or district, including walls, fences, steps and pavements, or other appurtenant 

features.  

 

Object means a material thing of functional, aesthetic, cultural, historical or scientific value that may be, 

by nature or design, movable yet related to a specific setting or environment.  

 

Site means the location of a significant event, a prehistoric or historical occupation or activity, or a 

building or structure, whether standing, ruined, or vanished, where the location itself maintains historical or 

archaeological value regardless of the value of any existing structure.  

 

Structure means a work made up of interdependent and inter-related parts in a definite pattern of 
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organization. Constructed by man, it is often an engineering project large in scale.  

(Ord. of 3-4-2002, § II) 

 

Sec. 2-183. Creation of an historic preservation commission. 
 

 (a)  Creation of the commission. There is hereby created a commission whose title shall be "Royston 

Historic Preservation Commission" (hereinafter "commission"). 

 

 (b)  Commission position within the city. The preservation commission shall be part of the planning 

functions of the city. 

 

 (c)  Commission members: number, appointment, terms and compensation. The commission shall 

consist of three members appointed by the mayor and ratified by the city council. All members shall be residents 

of the city and shall be persons who have demonstrated special interest, experience or education in history, 

architecture or the preservation of historic resources.  

 

To the extent available in the city, at least two members shall be appointed from among professionals in 

the disciplines of architecture, history, architectural history, planning, archaeology or related professions and at 

least one member shall be appointed from among professionals in the disciplines of building construction or real 

property appraisal.  

 

Members shall serve three-year terms. Members may not serve more than two consecutive terms. In order 

to achieve staggered terms, initial appointments shall be: one member for two years; and two members for three 

years. Members shall not receive a salary, although they may be reimbursed for expenses. 

 

 (d)  Statement of the commission's powers. The preservation commission shall be authorized to: 

 

  (1) Prepare and maintain an inventory of all property within the city having the potential for 

designation as historic property; 

 

  (2) Recommend to the city council specific districts, sites, buildings, structures, or objects to be 

designated by ordinance as historic properties or historic districts; 

 

  (3) Review applications for certificates of appropriateness, and grant or deny same in accordance with 

the provisions of this article; 

 

  (4) Recommend to the city council that the designation of any district, site, building, structure or 

object as an historic property or as an historic district be revoked or removed; 

 

  (5) Restore or preserve any historic properties acquired by the city; 

 

  (6) Promote the acquisition by the city of facade easements and conservation easements, as 

appropriate, in accordance with the provisions of the Georgia Uniform Conservation Easement 

Act of 1992 (O.C.G.A. 44-10.1 through 5); 

 

  (7) Conduct educational programs on historic properties located within the city and on general historic 
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preservation activities; 

 

  (8) Make such investigations and studies of matters relating to historic preservation including 

consultation with historic preservation experts, the city council or the commission itself may, from 

time to time, deem necessary or appropriate for the purposes of preserving historic resources; 

 

  (9) Seek out local, state, federal or private funds for historic preservation, and make recommendations 

to the city council concerning the most appropriate uses of any funds acquired; 

 

  (10) Submit to the historic preservation division of the department of natural resources a list of historic 

properties or historic districts designated; 

 

  (11) Perform historic preservation activities as the official agency of the Royston historic preservation 

program; 

 

  (12) Employ persons, if necessary, to carry out the responsibilities of the commission; 

 

  (13) Receive donations, grants, funds, or gifts of historic property and acquire and sell historic 

properties. The preservation commission shall not obligate the city without prior consent; 

 

  (14) Review and make comments to the historic preservation division of the department of natural 

resources concerning the nomination of properties within its jurisdiction to the national register of 

historic places; and 

 

  (15) Participate in private, state and federal historic preservation programs and with the consent of the 

city council enter into agreements to do the same. 

 

 (e)  Commission's power to adopt rules and standards. The preservation commission shall adopt rules 

and standards for the transaction of its business and for consideration of applications for designations and 

certificates of appropriateness, such as by-laws, removal of membership provisions, and design guidelines and 

criteria. The preservation commission shall have the flexibility to adopt rules and standards without amendment 

to this article. The commission shall provide for the time and place of regular meetings and a method for the 

calling of special meetings. The commission shall select such officers as it deems appropriate from among its 

members. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the members. 

 

 (f)  Conflict of interest. The commission shall be subject to all conflict of interest laws set forth in 

Georgia Statutes and in the City of Royston Charter. 

 

 (g)  Commission's authority to receive funding from various sources. The commission shall have the 

authority to accept donations and shall ensure that these funds do not displace appropriated governmental funds. 

 

 (h)  Records of commission meetings. A public record shall be kept of the commission resolutions, 

proceedings and actions.  

(Ord. of 3-4-2002, § III) 

 

Sec. 2-184. Recommendations and designation of historic districts and properties. 
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 (a)  Preliminary research by commission. 

 

  (1) Commission's mandate to conduct a survey of local historical resources. The commission shall 

compile and collect information and conduct surveys of historic resources within the city. 

 

  (2) Commission's power to recommend districts and buildings to the city council for designation. The 

commission shall present to the city council recommendations for historic districts and properties. 

 

  (3) Commission's documentation of proposed designation. Prior to the commission's recommendation 

of an historic district or historic property to the city council for designation, the commission shall 

prepare a report for nomination consisting of: 

 

  a. A physical description; 

 

  b. A statement of the historical, cultural, architectural and/or aesthetic significance; 

 

  c. A map showing district boundaries and classification (i.e. contributing, non-contributing) 

of individual properties therein, or showing boundaries of individual historic properties; 

 

  d. A statement justifying district or individual property boundaries; 

 

  e. Representative photographs. 

 

 (b)  Designation of an historic district. 

 

  (1) Criteria for selection of historic districts. An historic district is a geographically definable area, 

which contains buildings, structures, sites, objects, and landscape features or a combination 

thereof, which: 

 

  a. Have special character or special historic/aesthetic value or interest; 

 

  b. Cause such area, by reason of such factors, to constitute a visibly perceptible section of the 

municipality or county. 

 

  (2) Boundaries of an historic district. Boundaries of an historic district shall be included in the 

separate ordinances designating such districts and shall be shown on the official zoning map of the 

city. 

 

  (3) Evaluation of properties within historic districts. Individual properties within historic districts 

shall be classified as: 

 

  a. Contributing (contributes to the district); 

 

  b. Non-contributing (does not contribute to the district, as provided for in b.1). 
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 (c)  Designation of an historic property. 

 

  (1) Criteria for selection of historic properties. An historic property is a building, structure, site, or 

object; including the adjacent area necessary for the proper appreciation or use thereof, deemed 

worthy of preservation by reason of value to the nation, city, or the state, for one of the following 

reasons: 

 

  a. It is an outstanding example of a structure representative of its era; 

 

  b. It is one of the few remaining examples of a past architectural style; 

 

  c. It is a place or structure associated with an event or persons of historic or cultural 

significance to the city, state, or the region; or 

 

  d. It is the site of natural or aesthetic interest that is continuing to contribute to the cultural or 

historical development and heritage of the municipality, county, state or region. 

 

 (d)  Requirements for adopting an ordinance for the designation of historic districts and historic 

properties. 

 

  (1) Application for designation of historic districts or property. Designations may be proposed by the 

city council, the commission, or: 

 

  a. For historic districts--An historical society, neighborhood association or group of property 

owners may apply to the commission for designation; 

 

  b. For historic properties--An historical society, neighborhood association or property owner 

may apply to the commission for designation. 

 

  (2) Required components of a designation ordinance. Any ordinance designating any property or 

district as historic shall: 

 

  a. List each property in a proposed historic district or describe the proposed individual 

historic property; 

 

  b. Set forth the name(s) of the owner(s) of the designated property or properties; 

 

  c. Require that a certificate of appropriateness be obtained from the commission prior to any 

material change in appearance of the designated property; and 

 

  d. Require that the property or district be shown on the official zoning map of the city and 

kept as a public record to provide notice of such designation. 

 

  (3) Require public hearings. The commission and the city council shall hold a public hearing on any 

proposed ordinance for the designation of any historic district or property. Notice of the hearing 

shall be published in at least three consecutive issues in the principal newspaper of local 
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circulation, and written notice of the hearing shall be mailed by the commission to all owners and 

occupants of such properties. All such notices shall be published or mailed not less than ten nor 

more than 20 days prior to the date set for the public hearing. A notice sent via the United States 

mail to the last-known owner of the property shown on the city tax digest and a notice sent via 

attention of the occupant shall constitute legal notification to the owner and occupant under this 

division. 

 

  (4) Notification of historic preservation division. No less than 30 days prior to making a 

recommendation on any ordinance designating a property or district as historic, the commission 

must submit the report, required in section 2-184(a)(3), to the historic preservation division of the 

department of natural resources. 

 

  (5) Recommendations on proposed designations. A recommendation to affirm, modify or withdraw 

the proposed ordinance for designation shall be made by the commission within 15 days following 

the public hearing and shall be in the form of a resolution to the city council. 

 

  (6) City council action on the commission's recommendation. Following receipt of the commission 

recommendation, the city council may adopt the ordinance as proposed, may adopt the ordinance 

with amendments it deems necessary, or reject the ordinance. 

 

  (7) Notification of adoption of ordinance for designation. Within 30 days following the adoption of 

the ordinance for designation by the city council, the owner and occupants of each designated 

historic property, and the owners and occupants of each structure, site or work of art located within 

a designated historic district, shall be given written notification of such designation by the city 

council, which notice shall apprise said owners and occupants of the necessity of obtaining a 

certificate of appropriateness prior to undertaking any material change in appearance of the 

historic property designated or within the historic district designated. A notice sent via the United 

States mail to the last-known owner of the property shown on the city tax digest and a notice sent 

via United States mail to the address of the property to the attention of the occupant shall constitute 

legal notification to the owner and occupant under this ordinance. 

 

  (8) Notification of other agencies regarding designation. The commission shall notify all necessary 

agencies within the city of the ordinance for designation. 

 

  (9) Moratorium on application for alteration or demolition while ordinance for designation is pending. 

If an ordinance for designation is being considered, the commission shall have the power to freeze 

the status of the involved property.  

(Ord. of 3-4-2002, § IV) 

 

Sec. 2-185. Application to preservation commission for certificate of appropriateness. 
 

 (a)  Approval of material change in appearance in historic districts involving historic properties. After 

the designation by ordinance of an historic property or of an historic district, no material change in the appearance 

of such historic property, or of a contributing or non-contributing building, structure, site or object within such 

historic district, shall be made or permitted to be made by the owner or occupant thereof, unless or until the 

application for a certificate of appropriateness has been submitted to and approved by the commission. A building 
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permit shall not be issued without a certificate of appropriateness. 

 

 (b)  Submission of plans to commission. An application for a certificate of appropriateness shall be 

accompanied by drawings, photographs, plans and documentation required by the commission. 

 

 (c)  Interior alterations. In its review of applications for certificates of appropriateness, the 

commission shall not consider interior arrangement or use having no effect on exterior architectural features. 

 

 (d)  Technical advice. The commission shall have the power to seek technical advice from outside its 

members on any application. 

 

 (e)  Public hearings on applications for certificates of appropriateness; notices, and right to be heard. 

The commission shall hold a public hearing at which each proposed certificate of appropriateness is discussed. 

Notice of the hearing shall be published in the principal newspaper of local circulation in the city and written 

notice of the hearing shall be mailed by the commission to all owners and occupants of the subject property. The 

written and published notice shall be provided in the same manner and time frame as notices are provided before 

a public hearing for rezoning.  

 

The commission shall give the property owner and/or applicant an opportunity to be heard at the 

certificate of appropriateness hearing. 

 

 (f)  Acceptable commission reaction to applications for certificate of appropriateness; commission 

action. The commission may approve the certificate of appropriateness as proposed, approve the certificate of 

appropriateness with any modifications it deems necessary, or reject it. 

 

  (1) The commission shall approve the application and issue a certificate of appropriateness if it finds 

that the proposed material change(s) in the appearance would not have a substantial adverse effect 

on the aesthetic, historic, or architectural significance and value of the historic property or the 

historic district. In making this determination, the commission shall consider, in addition to any 

other pertinent factors, the following criteria for each of the following acts: 

 

  a. Reconstruction, alteration, new construction or renovation. The commission shall issue 

certificates of appropriateness for the above proposed actions if those action in design, 

scale, building material, setback and site features, and to the Secretary of Interior's 

Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. 

 

  b. Relocation. A decision by the commission approving or denying a certificate of 

appropriateness for the relocation of a building, structure, or object shall be guided by: 

 

  1. The historic character and aesthetic interest the building, structure or object 

contributes to its present setting. 

 

  2. Whether there are definite plans for the area to be vacated and what the effect of 

those plans on the character of the surrounding area will be. 

 

  3. Whether the building, structure or object can be moved without significant damage 
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to its physical integrity. 

 

  4. Whether the proposed relocation area is compatible with the historical and 

architectural character of the building, structure, site or object. 

 

  c. Demolition. A decision by the commission approving or denying a certificate of 

appropriateness for demolition of buildings, structures, sites, trees judged to be 50 years 

old or older, or objects shall be guided by: 

 

  1. The historic, scenic or architectural significance of the building, structure, site, tree, 

or object. 

 

  2. The importance of the building, structure, site, tree, or object to the ambiance of a 

district. 

 

  3. The difficulty or the impossibility of reproducing such a building, structure, site, 

tree, or object because of its design, texture, material, detail, or unique location. 

 

  4. Whether the building, structure, site, tree, or object is one of the last remaining 

examples of its kind in the neighborhood or the city. 

 

  5. Whether there are definite plans for use of the property if the proposed demolition 

is carried out, and what the effect of those plans on the character of the surrounding 

area would be. 

 

  6. Whether reasonable measures can be taken to save the building, structure, site, tree, 

or object from collapse. 

 

  7. Whether the building, structure, site, tree, or object is capable of earning reasonable 

economic return on its value. 

 

 (g)  Undue hardship. When, by reason of unusual circumstances, the strict application of any provision 

of this article would result in the exceptional practical difficulty or undue economic hardship upon any owner of a 

specific property, the commission, in passing upon applications, shall have the power to vary or modify strict 

adherence to said provisions, or to interpret the meaning of said provisions, so as to relieve such difficulty or 

hardship; provided such variances, modifications or interpretations shall remain in harmony with the general 

purpose and intent of said provisions, so that the architectural or historical integrity, or character of the property, 

shall be conserved and substantial justice done. In granting variances, the commission may impose such 

reasonable and additional stipulations and conditions as will, in its judgment, best fulfill the purpose of this 

article. An undue hardship shall not be a situation of the person's own making. 

 

 (h)  Deadline for approval or rejection of application for certificate of appropriateness. 

 

  (1) The commission shall approve or reject an application for a certificate of appropriateness within 

45 days after the filing thereof by the owner or occupant of an historic property, or of a building 

structure, site, or object located within an historic district. Evidence of approval shall be by a 
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certificate of appropriateness issued by the commission. Notice of the issuance or denial of a 

certificate of appropriateness shall be sent by the United States mail to the applicant and all other 

persons who have requested such notice in writing filed with the commission. 

 

  (2) Failure of the commission to act within 45 days shall constitute approval, and no other evidence of 

approval shall be needed. 

 

 (i)  Necessary action to be taken by commission upon rejection of application for certificate of 

appropriateness. 

 

  (1) In the event the commission rejects an application, it shall state its reasons for doing so, and shall 

transmit a record of such actions and reasons, in writing, to the applicant. The commission may 

suggest alternative courses of action it thinks proper if it disapproves of the application submitted. 

The applicant, if he or she so desires, may make modifications to the plans and may resubmit the 

application atany time after doing so. 

 

  (2) In cases where the application covers a material change in the appearance of a structure which 

would require the issuance of a building permit, the rejection of the application for a certificate of 

appropriateness by the commission shall be binding upon the building inspector or other 

administrative officer charged with issuing building permits and, in such a case, no building permit 

shall be issued. 

 

 (j)  Requirement of conformance with certificate of appropriateness. 

 

  (1) All work performed pursuant to an issued certificate of appropriateness shall conform to the 

requirements of such certificate. In the event work is performed not in accordance with such 

certificate, the commission shall issue a cease and desist order and all work shall cease. 

 

  (2) The city council or the commission shall be authorized to institute any appropriate action or 

proceeding in a court of competent jurisdiction to prevent any material change in appearance of a 

designated historic property or historic district, except those changes made in compliance with the 

provisions of this ordinance or to prevent any illegal act or conduct with respect to such historic 

property or historic district. 

 

 (k)  Certificate of appropriateness void if construction not commenced. A certificate of 

appropriateness shall become void unless construction is commenced within six months of date of issuance. 

Certificates of appropriateness shall be issued for a period of 18 months and are renewable. 

 

 (l)  Recording applications for certificate of appropriateness. The commission shall keep a public 

record of all applications for certificates of appropriateness, and of all the commission's proceedings in 

connection with said application. 

 

 (m)  Acquisition of property. The commission may, where such action is authorized by the city council 

and is reasonably necessary or appropriate for the preservation of a unique historic property, enter into 

negotiations with the owner for the acquisition by gift, purchase, exchange, or otherwise, of the property or any 

interest therein. 
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 (n)  Appeals. Any person adversely affected by any determination made by the commission relative to 

the issuance or denial of a certificate of appropriateness may appeal such determination to the city council. Any 

such appeal must be filed with the city council within 15 days after the issuance of the determination pursuant to 

section 2-185(h)(1) of the article or, in the case of a failure of the commission to act within 15 days of the 

expiration of the 45-day period allowed for the commission action, section 2-185(h)(2) of this article. The city 

council may approve, modify, or reject the determination made by the commission, if the governing body finds 

that the commission abused its discretion in reaching its decision. Appeals from decisions of the city council may 

be taken to the Superior Court of Franklin County in the manner provided by law for appeals from conviction of 

the city ordinance violations.  

(Ord. of 3-4-2002, § V) 

 

Sec. 2-186. Maintenance of historic properties and building and zoning code provisions. 
 

 (a)  Ordinary maintenance or repair. Ordinary maintenance or repair of any exterior architectural or 

environmental feature in or on an historic property to correct deterioration, decay, or to sustain the existing form 

and that does not involve a material change in design, material or outer appearance thereof, does not require a 

certificate of appropriateness. 

 

 (b)  Failure to provide ordinary maintenance or repair. Property owners of historic properties or 

properties within historic districts shall not allow their buildings to deteriorate by failing to provide ordinary 

maintenance or repair. The commission shall be charged with the following responsibilities regarding 

deterioration by neglect: 

 

  (1) The commission shall monitor the condition of historic properties and existing buildings in historic 

districts to determine if they are being allowed to deteriorate by neglect. Such conditions as broken 

windows, doors and openings which allow the elements and vermin to enter, the deterioration of a 

building's structural system shall constitute failure to provide ordinary maintenance or repair. 

 

  (2) In the event the commission determines a failure to provide ordinary maintenance or repair, the 

commission will notify the owner of the property and set forth the steps which need to be taken to 

remedy the situation. The owner of such property will have 30 days in which to do this. 

 

  (3) In the event that the condition is not remedied in 30 days, the owner shall be punished as provided 

in section 2-187 of this article and, at the discretion of the city council, the commission may 

perform such maintenance or repair as is necessary to prevent deterioration by neglect. The owner 

of the property shall be liable for the cost of such maintenance and repair performed by the 

commission. 

 

 (c)  Affirmation of existing building and zoning codes. Nothing in this article shall be construed as to 

exempt property owners from complying with existing city of county building and zoning codes, nor to prevent 

any property owner from making any use of this property not prohibited by other statutes, ordinances or 

regulations.  

(Ord. of 3-4-2002, § VI) 

 

Sec. 2-187. Penalty provisions.  
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Violations of any provisions of this division shall be punished in the same manner as provided for 

punishment of violations of validly enacted ordinances of the city.  

(Ord. of 3-4-2002, § VII) 

 

Secs. 2-188--2-190. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE V.  
 

FINANCE*  
__________  

*  Charter References: Finance, art. VI. 
 State Law References: Power of expenditure, Ga. Const. art. 9, sec. 4, par. 2; discretion of municipal governing body as to 

management and disposition of property, O.C.G.A. § 36-30-2; acquisition, sale and lease by municipality of real and personal property, 

O.C.G.A. § 36-37-1 et seq.; disposition of municipal property, O.C.G.A. § 36-37-6; grants of state funds to municipal corporations, 

O.C.G.A. § 36-40-1 et seq.; multiyear lease, purchase or lease purchase contracts, O.C.G.A. § 36-60-13; local government budgets and 

audits, O.C.G.A. § 36-81-1 et seq.; requirement for governing authority to establish a fiscal year, O.C.G.A. § 36-81-3; appointment of 

budget officer, O.C.G.A. § 36-81-4; preparation of proposed budget, O.C.G.A. § 36-81-5; adoption of budget ordinance, O.C.G.A. § 

36-81-6; accounting for public funds, O.C.G.A. § 45-8-1 et seq.; local political subdivision purchases, O.C.G.A. § 50-5-100 et seq. 
__________  

 

Sec. 2-191. Fiscal year.  
 

The city shall operate on a fiscal year which shall begin on July 1 and end on June 30.  

(Code 1984, § 4-301) 
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  Chapters 3--5 
 

RESERVED 
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  Chapter 6 
 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES*  
__________  

*  Cross References: Amusements and entertainments, ch. 10; buildings and building regulations, ch. 18; businesses, ch. 22; 

offenses and miscellaneous provisions, ch. 42; parks and recreation, ch. 46; signs, ch. 54; taxation, ch. 66; alcoholic beverage excise 

taxes, § 66-26 et seq.; traffic and vehicles, ch. 70; zoning, app. A. 
 State Law References: Georgia Alcoholic Beverage Code, O.C.G.A. § 3-1-1 et seq. 
__________  

 
 Article I. In General  

Sec. 6-1. Definitions. 
Sec. 6-2. License categories. 
Sec. 6-3. Violations; reporting and acting on. 
Sec. 6-4. Sales on election days authorized. 
Sec. 6-5. Nudity and sexually explicit conduct on premises where alcoholic beverages are served. 
Secs. 6-6--6-25. Reserved. 
 

 Article II. Licensing  
Sec. 6-26. Qualifications of applicant; required notifications. 
Sec. 6-27. Applications; contents and terms. 
Sec. 6-28. Renewals, transfers. 
Sec. 6-29. Personal statements of employees. 
Sec. 6-30. Criteria for approval or denial of application. 
Sec. 6-31. Hearing on denial or revocation. 
Sec. 6-32. Scope of privilege. 
Sec. 6-33. Penalty. 
Sec. 6-34. License fees. 
Sec. 6-35. Unlawful activities of licensees; grounds for suspension and/or revocation of license. 
Sec. 6-36. Gross sales of merchandise other than alcoholic beverages. 
Sec. 6-37. Business volume. 
Sec. 6-38. Failure to furnish required reports. 
Sec. 6-39. Storage of alcoholic beverages. 
Sec. 6-40. Purchase, consumption by minors. 
Sec. 6-41. Misrepresentation of age. 
Sec. 6-42. Inspection of premises. 
Sec. 6-43. Advertising. 
Sec. 6-44. Investigation by police chief. 
Sec. 6-45. Fingerprinting. 
Sec. 6-46. Violations. 
Sec. 6-47. Open bars. 
Sec. 6-48. Happy hours. 
Sec. 6-49. Wholesale distributors. 
 

  ARTICLE I.  
 

IN GENERAL  
 

Sec. 6-1. Definitions.  
 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  
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Alcohol means ethyl alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl or spirits of wine, from whatever source or by 

whatever process produced.  

 

Alcoholic beverage means and includes all alcohol, distilled spirits, beer, malt beverage, wine or fortified 

wine.  

 

Malt beverage means any alcoholic beverage obtained by the fermentation of any infusion or decoction of 

barley, malt, hops or any other similar product, or any combination of such products in water, containing not more 

than six percent alcohol by volume and including ale, porter, brown, stout, lager beer, small beer and strong beer. 

The term does not include sake, known as Japanese rice wine.  

 

Package means a bottle, can, keg, barrel or other original consumer container.  

 

Posts, chapters and clubs of nationally chartered veterans and fraternal organizations means those which 

in the case of veterans organizations are recognized as representatives of veterans by the Veterans' 

Administration, and as to fraternal organizations, have charters from Elks, Moose or similar organizations and 

which have complied with § 501(a) of the United States Internal Revenue Code for tax-exempt status.  

 

Premises means the space or area owned, leased and/or controlled by the licensee and used by him for the 

purpose of operating under the license; except that in the case of hotels and motels, "premises" shall include only 

the portion of the property where malt beverages and/or wine are sold. "Premises" is further defined as one 

physically identifiable place of business consisting of one room, or two or more contiguous rooms operating 

under the same trade name where malt beverages and/or wine are sold. Any premises outlets which cannot be 

determined as one identifiable place of business shall require additional licenses regardless of such establishment 

having the same trade name, ownership or management.  

 

Private club means an organization complying with § 501(a) of the United States Internal Revenue Code 

for tax-exempt status.  

 

Restaurant means any public place kept, used, maintained, advertised and held out to the public as a place 

where meals are served and where meals are actually and regularly served, such place being provided with 

adequate and sanitary kitchen and dining room equipment, air conditioned, having employed therein a sufficient 

number and kind of employees to prepare, cook and serve suitable food for its guests. At least one meal per day 

shall be served at least six days a week, with the exception of holidays, vacations and periods of redecoration, and 

the serving of such meals shall be the principal business conducted, with the service of malt beverages and wine to 

be consumed on the premises as only incidental thereto. A restaurant shall provide at least 30 seats for customers.  

 

Wholesaler or wholesale dealer means any person who sells alcoholic beverages to other wholesale 

dealers, to retail dealers, or to retail consumption dealers.  

 

Wine means any alcoholic beverage containing not more than 21 percent alcohol by volume made from 

fruits, berries or grapes either by natural fermentation or by natural fermentation with brandy added. The term 

includes, but is not limited to, all sparkling wines, champagnes, combinations of such beverages, vermouths, 

special natural wines, rectified wines and like products. The term does not include cooking wine mixed with salt 

or other ingredients so as to render it unfit for human consumption as a beverage. A liquid shall first be deemed to 

be a wine at that point in the manufacturing process when it conforms to the definition of wine contained in this 
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section.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(1)) 

 
Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 

Sec. 6-2. License categories.  
 

The following classifications of licenses shall be issued pursuant to this chapter: 

 

  (1) Malt beverages--package. 

 

  (2) Wine--package. 

 

  (3) Malt beverages--consumption on the premises. 

 

  (4) Wine--consumption on the premises.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(2)) 

 

Sec. 6-3. Violations; reporting and acting on. 
 

 (a)  Any violation of this chapter that may warrant revocation of a license issued under this chapter 

shall be reported by any person to the city, which shall have the power in its discretion to suspend the license or 

permit for a period not to exceed ten days pending a hearing before the city council on the question of whether or 

not the license or permit shall be revoked for cause, in compliance with section 6-31. 

 

 (b)  Upon a charge that there has been a violation of this chapter, the city council is hereby authorized 

in its discretion to order the place of business charged closed, pending a hearing on the charge. 

 

 (c)  The chief of police or any police department shift commander on duty at the time shall have the 

authority to close any location holding a license issued under this chapter for a period not in excess of 24 hours in 

the event there shall occur on the premises any violation of law or municipal ordinance, breach of the peace, 

disturbance or altercation resulting in violence, or other occurrence which is contrary to the public health, welfare, 

safety or morals, when in the judgment of the chief of police or the shift commander such action is necessary to 

protect the public health, welfare, safety or morals. 

 

 (d)  The city council shall have the right to suspend any alcoholic beverage license pending the hearing 

provided for in section 6-31, where in the judgment of the council, such action is necessary to protect the public 

health, safety, welfare and morals.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(6)) 

 

Sec. 6-4. Sales on election days authorized.  
 

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 3-3-20, the sale of malt beverages and wine shall be permitted on election days as 

the same are defined in O.C.G.A. § 21-2-2; provided, however, that it shall nonetheless be unlawful for any 

person to sell malt beverages and wine within 250 feet of any polling place. 

 

Sec. 6-5. Nudity and sexually explicit conduct on premises where alcoholic beverages are served. 
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 (a)  For purposes of this section: 

 

  (1) Alcoholic beverage establishment shall mean any restaurant, lounge or supper club holding a 

license under this chapter for the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises. 

 

  (2) Substantially nude shall mean dressed or undressed in a manner so as to plainly expose to view any 

portion of a male's or female's pubic hair, anus, cleft of the buttocks, vulva, or genitals, or any 

portion of the female breasts below the top of the areola.  

 

(b)(1) No person shall appear substantially nude in any alcoholic beverage establishment, and no owner or 

manager of an alcoholic beverage establishment shall permit any person to appear substantially 

nude on the licensed premises. 

 

  (2) No owner or manager of an alcoholic beverage establishment shall permit any person to perform 

acts of, or acts which constitute or simulate: 

 

  a. Sexual intercourse, masturbation, sodomy, bestiality, oral copulation, or any sexual acts 

which are prohibited by law. 

 

  b. The touching, caressing or fondling of the breast, buttocks, anus or genitals; provided that 

random acts of patrons or employees, whose actions do not constitute actions taken 

pursuant to encouragement or acquiescence of the management of the establishment and 

are not for the purposes of entertainment, promotion, publicity, or notoriety shall not 

constitute violations of this section. 

 

  c. No person shall engage in any of the acts identified in subsection (c)(2) on the premises of 

an alcoholic beverage establishment. 

 

 (c)  The restrictions of subsection (c) shall apply to all persons physically present on the licensed 

premises regardless of whether such persons are categorized as employees, patrons, independent contractors or 

otherwise. 

 

 (d)  In addition to prosecution of any person for violation of this section, the county business license of 

any premises upon which a violation of this section occurs shall be subject to suspension or revocation. Any 

conviction or plea of guilty or nolo contendere in any court of the city, to a charge of violation of this section shall 

be admissible in a license suspension or revocation proceeding.  

(Ord. of 3-12-96, § 1) 
 Editors Note: An ordinance adopted March 12, 1996, did not specifically amend this Code; hence, codification of § 1 of said 

ordinance as § 6-5 herein was at the editor's discretion. 
 

Secs. 6-6--6-25. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE II.  
 

LICENSING*  
__________  
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*  State Law References: Governing authority shall set forth ascertainable standards pertaining to the granting, refusal, 

suspension or revocation of alcoholic beverage permits or licenses, O.C.G.A. § 3-3-2. 
__________  

 

Sec. 6-26. Qualifications of applicant; required notifications. 
 

 (a)  Every applicant for a city alcoholic beverage license shall be at least 21 years of age and shall 

make application on such forms as prescribed by the city to the city council and in connection therewith shall, 

under oath, answer all questions, supply all information and furnish all certificates, affidavits, bonds and other 

supporting data as required thereby. In all cases where the owner of the business is an individual, the application 

shall be made in his name. Where the owner is a corporation, partnership, or association the application shall be 

made in the name of an officer, partner or associate who owns a substantial interest in the business or in the name 

of the principal managing officer or managing agent and the application shall show that the license is for the use of 

the owner, and the owner shall be named. If the owner of the premises is someone other than the applicant, the 

name of the owner of the premises shall be listed. The written application for the license shall be a permanent 

record which the licensee must maintain current as required by subsection (b) of this section. Failure to maintain a 

current license application as required by subsection (b) of this section shall be grounds for revocation of the 

license. 

 

 (b)  No person shall have, own or enjoy any ownership, interest in, share in the profits from, or 

otherwise participate in the business of any alcoholic beverages licensee in the city unless a full description of 

such interest shall have been furnished the city council at the time such interest shall arise. It shall be the duty of 

the licensee to report to the city council, within five days, any change in any interest in the licensee's business 

including but not limited to: 

 

  (1) Any division of the profits. 

 

  (2) Any division of net or gross sales for any purpose whatsoever. 

 

  (3) Any change in the payment of rents or leases. 

 

  (4) Any change in the ownership of any lease or building or land used in such business. 

 

  (5) Any change in the ownership of any corporation that has any interest in the business or the change 

of management of the corporation. 

 

 (c)  After receipt of such notice, the council shall notify such person within a reasonable time of any 

objection to the ownership or interest set forth therein, and it shall then be incumbent upon such person to dispose 

of such interest within 30 days after the mailing of the notice to do so by the council to such person at his address 

as shown on the notice of interest. If the interest is not disposed of within 30 days after the mailing of the notice by 

the council, or if no objections are filed within the 30-day period, or if such person fails to notify the council of the 

transfer of any such interest within 20 days after the acquisition thereof, then the license as provided for in this 

chapter may be revoked by the council until disposition of the interest has been made or notice given to the 

council of the transfer. 

 

 (d)  The report required by this section shall be in the form required by the council and shall be an 

amendment to the licensee's permanent license application on file with the council and as such shall be under oath 
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and verified as otherwise required of license applications. 

 

 (e)  Whenever there is any application for an alcoholic beverage license, which application is the initial 

application, or any application following a suspension or revocation of a previously held alcoholic beverage 

license, the city shall call for a notice to be published describing the name of the applicant, the location of the 

business premises, and giving the time and date of when the application will be considered by the council. This 

notice must be published at least seven days prior to the application being considered by the council. This notice 

does not pertain to the annual renewal of licenses previously granted by the council. The license applicant shall be 

required to pay to the city the sum of $25.00 as the cost of publication.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(3)(a)) 

 

Sec. 6-27. Applications; contents and terms. 
 

 (a)  All applications for licenses to sell alcoholic beverages shall be made in person by the applicant, in 

writing on forms furnished by the city; signed by the applicant in compliance with section 6-26 and shall contain 

but not be restricted to the following statements and information: 

 

  (1) The name, age, address and length of residency of applicant. 

 

  (2) The name, location and description of the premise or place of business which is to be operated 

under the license. 

 

  (3) A statement of whether the applicant, or any person with an interest in the application, has made 

application at any previous time for any malt beverage or wine license and the disposition of such 

application. 

 

  (4) Whether the applicant or any person with an interest in the application has ever been convicted of 

a crime other than for traffic violations. 

 

  (5) Whether a previous license issued to the applicant or any person with interest in the application has 

been revoked by any state or subdivision thereof or by the federal government and the reason 

therefor. 

 

  (6) Whether any other person is to be interested directly or indirectly in the profits or losses or both of 

the proposed business. 

 

 (b)  All new applications for alcoholic beverage licenses shall be accompanied by a check, payable to 

the city, for the proper amount of the license fee. If the license is refused, the fee shall be returned to the applicant. 

 

 (c)  All applications for renewal of alcoholic beverage licenses shall be filed with the city prior to 

November 15. Payment of license fees for renewal of license may be made at time of application or by December 

31 and upon approval of renewal and payment, a license will be issued. 

 

 (d)  The making of any untrue or misleading statement in the application for a license shall be 

sufficient cause for the refusal, suspension, revocation, or cancellation of such license, as the city council shall 

deem proper. 
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 (e)  All alcoholic beverage licenses shall expire at midnight on December 31 of the year in which 

issued. 

 

 (f)  An applicant for any license under this chapter who makes application at any time after January 1 

and before July 1 shall pay the full annual license fee. An applicant for any license under this chapter who makes 

application on or after July 1 shall pay one-half the annual license fee. 

 

 (g)  No license shall be issued for less than a calendar year, or remainder thereof, subject to the 

provisions of subsection (f) of this section, and in case of the revocation or surrender of such license before the 

expiration of such calendar year, the holder thereof shall not be entitled to receive any refund.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(5)(a)) 

 

Sec. 6-28. Renewals, transfers. 
 

 (a)  The city license issued shall be valid only for the calendar year indicated thereon. A licensee that 

desires to continue in business during the next or subsequent calendar year must make a renewal application, on 

such forms as prescribed by the city, for such year on or before November 15 of the preceding year. Payment of 

license fees for renewal of license may be made at the time of application or by December 31 and upon approval 

of renewal by the city council and payment, the license will be issued. 

 

 (b)  No city license may be transferred from one person to another or from one location to another 

without permission and approval of the council upon written application made. Approvals as to any change shall 

be at the discretion of the council. 

 

 (c)  Any licensee desiring to discontinue business at one location and commence business at some 

other location must make a complete new application for such location. 

 

 (d)  All licenses issued pursuant to this chapter shall be valid only so long as the licensee is actively 

engaged in such business, with the exception of holidays, vacations and periods of redecoration, and if the 

licensee shall cease to be actively engaged in such business, the license shall be invalid and the licensee of the 

business shall immediately notify the council and return his license thereto.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(3)(b)) 

 

Sec. 6-29. Personal statements of employees.  
 

The city council may in its discretion require a personal statement of any employee of any licensed 

establishment for licensing purposes.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(3)(c)) 

 

Sec. 6-30. Criteria for approval or denial of application.  
 

Where contrary to the public interest and welfare no license to sell alcoholic beverages shall be issued by 

the city council to or for: 

 

  (1) Any person who has been convicted under any federal, state or local law of any felony. 
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  (2) Any person convicted under any federal, state or local law of a misdemeanor, particularly, but not 

limited to, those involving alcoholic beverages, gambling or tax law violations, if such conviction 

tends to indicate that the applicant will not maintain the operation for which he is seeking a license 

in conformity with federal, state, or local laws, rules and regulations. 

 

  (3) A location within an area where in the judgment of the council the number of alcoholic beverages 

licenses already granted makes it contrary to the public interest or welfare. 

 

  (4) A location at which the operation of the proposed business would be in violation of the city's 

zoning rules and regulations as set forth in appendix A. 

 

  (5) A location at which a previous alcoholic beverages license has been revoked or suspended, and 

where in the judgment of the council the problems which have arisen from the operation of such a 

license at such location indicate that it is not in the interest of public health, safety, welfare or 

morals that the sale of alcoholic beverages be permitted at such location. 

 

  (6) A location at which the granting of the license would constitute a violation of state law or 

regulation. 

 

  (7) A location within 425 feet of any church, school building, or school grounds, the distance to be 

measured building to building or building to property line of school grounds, as the case may be. 

This subsection shall not apply to any location for which a wine license has been issued prior to 

May 1, 1986, nor to the renewal of such license.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(3)(d); Ord. of 11-9-99, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 6-31. Hearing on denial or revocation.  
 

Before the city council shall deny any application for a license under this chapter or for the transfer of any 

license, or shall revoke any existing license, the applicant or licensee, as the case may be, shall be given notice in 

writing from the city to show cause before the council at a time and place specified therein not less than three days 

nor more than 15 days from the date of service of the notice, why the application for license or for transfer license 

should not be denied, or why the license should not be revoked, as the case may be, stating the grounds therefor, 

and at the appointed time and place the applicant or licensee shall have an opportunity to show cause, if any exist, 

why the application should not be denied or the license revoked, after which the council shall take such action as 

it, in its judgment and discretion, shall deem warranted under the facts.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(3)(e)) 

 

Sec. 6-32. Scope of privilege.  
 

Notwithstanding anything in this chapter to the contrary, the sale of alcoholic beverages in the city is a 

privilege, and not a right, and the issuance of a license under this chapter shall not create any property rights in the 

license holder.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(5)(b)) 

 

Sec. 6-33. Penalty. 
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 (a)  The violation of any of the provisions of this chapter by a holder of a license or his agents or 

employees shall be unlawful, and shall be punishable as provided below and shall also subject the holder of the 

license to suspension or revocation of the license as the city council deems proper. 

 

 (b)  The violation of any of the provisions of this chapter by a holder of any alcoholic beverages license 

shall be subject to the following punishment: 

 

  (1) First violation: minimum fine of $500.00 and minimum license suspension of 30 days. 

 

  (2) Second violation: minimum fine of $1,000.00 and minimum license suspension of 90 days. 

 

  (3) Third violation: minimum fine of $1,000.00 and permanent license revocation. 

 

 (c)  The provisions provided in this section are in addition to and not in lieu of other provisions of this 

chapter to specifically include the provision of section 6-3.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(5)(c), (d)) 

 

Sec. 6-34. License fees. 
 

 (a)  Malt beverages. 

 

  (1) The applicant for a malt beverages--package license shall pay to the clerk of the city, at the time his 

application is submitted, the sum of $1,000.00 as an annual license fee for operation for one year at 

one location or business where the products will be sold. 

 

  (2) The applicant for a malt beverages--consumption on the premises license shall, in addition to all 

other fees, pay to the city clerk, at the time his application is submitted, the sum of $1,000.00 as an 

annual license fee for the sale of malt beverages when such sales are by the drink. Malt beverages 

may be sold in private clubs and posts, chapters and clubs of nationally chartered veterans and 

fraternal organizations for a fee of $5.00 per member per year, but no more than $1,000.00. 

 

 (b)  Wine. 

 

  (1) The applicant for a wine--package license shall pay to the clerk of the city, at the time his 

application is submitted, the sum of $200.00 as an annual license fee for operation for one year at 

one location or business where the products will be sold. 

 

  (2) The applicant for a wine--consumption on the premises license shall, in addition to all other fees, 

pay to the clerk of the city, at the time his application is submitted, the sum of $200.00 as an annual 

license fee for the sale of wine. Wine may be sold in private clubs and posts, chapters and clubs of 

nationally chartered veterans and fraternal organizations for a fee of $100.00 per year, except 

where memberships is less than 200 members, and in such event, if a beer license has been 

secured, no license fee for wine need be paid.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(4)) 
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Sec. 6-35. Unlawful activities of licensees; grounds for suspension and/or revocation of license. 
 

 (a)  No holder of a license issued under this chapter in the city nor any agent or employee of the 

licensee shall do any of the following upon the licensed premises: 

 

  (1) Sell less than the packaged containers as packaged by the wholesaler, distributor, or manufacturer, 

unless he has a consumption on the premises license. 

 

  (2) Knowingly furnish or cause to be furnished or permit any other person in his employ to furnish to 

any minor alcoholic beverages of any kind. 

 

  (3) Allow or require a minor in his employment to dispense, serve, sell or take orders for any alcoholic 

beverages; provided, however, that the provisions of this section shall not prohibit minors who are 

employed in supermarkets, convenience stores or drugstores from selling or handling alcoholic 

beverages which are sold for consumption off the premises. 

 

  (4) Knowingly sell alcoholic beverages to any person while the person is in an intoxicated condition. 

 

  (5) Sell alcoholic beverages upon the licensed premises on any day or at any time when such sale or 

consumption is prohibited by law as follows: 

 

  a. The hours of sale of alcoholic beverages are: 

 

  1. For the sale of alcoholic beverages at retail and not for consumption on premises: 

7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday, except where contrary to state 

regulations for the sale of alcoholic beverages. 

 

  2. The hours of sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises shall 

begin at 12:00 noon and end at 12:00 midnight Monday through Saturday. 

Businesses, to include restaurants and private clubs, issued an alcoholic beverage 

license for consumption on the premises shall close and have all patrons out of the 

premises within 30 minutes after the time specified in this subsection. 

 

  b. No alcoholic beverages shall be sold on Sunday or Christmas Day. 

 

  c. The sale of alcoholic beverages at any other time is prohibited. 

 

  (6) Permit any disturbance of the peace or obscenity or any lewd, immoral or improper entertainment, 

conduct or practice on the licensed premises. Such misconduct shall be immediately reported to 

the city police department. 

 

  (7) Sell or offer for sale alcoholic beverages by use of vending machines or at drive-in windows. 

 

  (8) Receive or cause to be delivered at the licensed premises any alcoholic beverages by any means 

other than by a conveyance owned and operated by a wholesale dealer with a permit from the city 

to make such deliveries. Transportation of alcoholic beverages by any other means shall be 
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grounds for revocation of all licenses concerned. 

 

 (b)  The following shall be grounds for the suspension and/or revocation of an alcoholic beverage 

license. Whether or not the grounds exist shall be determined by the city council in its sole discretion: 

 

  (1) The violation by the license holder or his employee of any state or federal law or regulation, or any 

ordinance of the city, other than traffic violations. The determination of whether any such violation 

has occurred shall be made by the council and an actual conviction in a court for such offense shall 

not be necessary in order to suspend or revoke the license. 

 

  (2) The failure of the license holder or his employee to report promptly to the police department any 

violation of law or municipal ordinance, breach of the peace, disturbance or altercation resulting in 

violence, occurring on the premises. 

 

  (3) Any conduct on the part of the license holder or his employee contrary to the public welfare, 

safety, health or morals. 

 

  (4) Operating or conducting the business in a manner contrary to the public welfare, safety, health or 

morals, or in such a manner as to constitute a nuisance. 

 

  (5) The violation of this chapter or any state law or regulation or municipal ordinance pertaining to 

alcoholic beverages.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(7)) 
 State Law References: Sale of alcoholic beverages to intoxicated persons, O.C.G.A. § 3-3-22; furnishing to, purchase of, or 

possession by persons under 21 years of age of alcoholic beverages; use of false identification; proper identification for sale of alcoholic 

beverages; dispensing, serving, etc., of alcoholic beverages by persons under 21 years of age in the course of employment; seller's duty 

to request proper identification, O.C.G.A. § 3-3-23; breaking of packages or drinking of contents on premises prohibited, O.C.G.A. § 

3-3-26; public drunkenness, O.C.G.A. § 16-11-41; furnishing alcoholic beverages to persons under 21 years of age, jurisdiction of 

municipal courts, O.C.G.A. § 36-32-10; possession of open container of alcoholic beverage while operating vehicle, O.C.G.A. § 

40-6-253; driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, O.C.G.A. § 40-6-391. 
 

Sec. 6-36. Gross sales of merchandise other than alcoholic beverages. 
 

 (a)  Holders of malt beverages--package and/or wine--package licenses are required to maintain gross 

sales of at least $2,500.00 monthly of merchandise other than alcoholic beverages. Licenses will be revoked if the 

amount of gross sales of merchandise other than alcoholic beverages falls below $2,500.00 monthly for four 

successive months. 

 

 (b)  Holders of malt beverages--package and/or wine--package licenses shall provide evidence by 

affidavit on or before the 20th day of the month following the sales and by copies of his state sales tax records 

each month that the gross sale of merchandise other than alcoholic beverages exceeds $2,500.00 for each calendar 

month. These records shall remain confidential.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(a)) 

 

Sec. 6-37. Business volume. 
 

 (a)  All consumption on the premises license holders to include malt beverages--consumption on the 

premises, and wine--consumption on the premises shall maintain at least 50 percent of their annual gross income 
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from the sale of foods; private clubs and posts, chapters of nationally chartered veteran's and fraternal 

organizations are excepted. Authorized officials of the city may examine the records of businesses licensed under 

this chapter at any reasonable time to ascertain that the requirements of this section and other provisions of this 

chapter are met. 

 

 (b)  Within 120 days after having been issued a consumption on the premises license, the licensee shall 

submit to the city a statement from a certified public accountant that the income requirements set forth in 

subsection (a) have been met for the first 90 days after the applicant received the consumption on the premises 

license. Thereafter each consumption on the premises license holder shall submit annually at the time of the 

license renewal to the city a statement from a certified public accountant that the income requirements set forth in 

subsection (a) of this section have been met.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(b)) 

 

Sec. 6-38. Failure to furnish required reports.  
 

Upon the failure of any person selling alcoholic beverages in the city to furnish to the city the report 

required by the ordinances of the city or to pay any tax due the city for the sale of the commodities promptly when 

due, there shall be assessed a penalty of ten percent of the amount of tax due or shown to be due by any such 

report, in addition to the tax.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(c)) 

 

Sec. 6-39. Storage of alcoholic beverages.  
 

All alcoholic beverages shall be stored only on the premises for which the license is issued.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(d)) 

 

Sec. 6-40. Purchase, consumption by minors.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any minor to purchase, drink or possess any alcoholic beverages in the city.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(f)) 

 

Sec. 6-41. Misrepresentation of age.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any minor falsely to misrepresent his age in any manner whatsoever, in violation of 

this chapter or other applicable laws.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(e)) 

 

Sec. 6-42. Inspection of premises.  
 

Premises operated under the provisions of this chapter shall be open to inspection by authorized personnel 

of the city at all times.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(g)) 

 

Sec. 6-43. Advertising.  
 

Al l advertising of alcoholic beverages or consumption of alcoholic beverages on the premises is hereby 



Code of Ordinances Royston Ga 
 

prohibited except as follows: 

 

  (1) Alcoholic beverage package (retail and wholesale): Licensees shall not display any signs 

advertising, directly or indirectly, the sale of alcoholic beverages other than in the principal 

building for which the license is issued, and such signs displayed within the principal building 

shall not be displayed within view of the general public from the doors and windows of the 

principal building. Any other sign placed on or off the licensed premises, within view of the 

general public, with the intent to bring attention to the fact that alcoholic beverages can be bought 

at that location shall be in violation of this section. There will also be no alcoholic beverages 

displayed where they would be visible from the windows. 

 

  (2) Alcoholic beverage consumption on the premises: The licensee shall not display signs advertising, 

directly or indirectly, the sale of alcoholic beverages other than in the principal building for which 

the license is issued. Such signs displayed within the principal buildings shall not be displayed 

within view of the general public from the doors or windows of the principal buildings. Any sign 

placed on or off the licensed premises, within view of the general public and with the intent to 

bring attention to the fact that alcoholic beverages can be bought at the location, shall be in 

violation of this section.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(h)) 

 

Sec. 6-44. Investigation by police chief.  
 

Upon receipt by the city of any application for an alcoholic beverage license or for the transfer of any 

license, the chief of police shall investigate, and shall attach thereto the entire police records of every person 

named in the application.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(i)) 

 

Sec. 6-45. Fingerprinting.  
 

Every applicant for an alcoholic beverage license or transferee of such license shall be fingerprinted by the 

police department of the city before a license is issued under this chapter.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(j)) 

 

Sec. 6-46. Violations.  
 

Violations of this chapter shall be punished as provided in section 1-12.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(k)) 

 

Sec. 6-47. Open bars.  
 

There shall be no license issued for open bars in the city.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(l)) 

 

Sec. 6-48. Happy hours.  
 

There shall be no designated hours advertised as "happy hour" during which alcoholic beverages shall be 



Code of Ordinances Royston Ga 
 

sold at volume discount, such as two drinks for the price of one, at any establishment with consumption on the 

premises licenses.  

(Code 1984, § 32-201(8)(m)) 

 

Sec. 6-49. Wholesale distributors. 
 

 (a)  Qualification. Alcoholic beverage wholesale distributors licenses shall be issued only to those 

parties who are licensed by the state to sell and distribute at wholesale malt beverages and wine. Application shall 

be made with the clerk of the city and the applicant shall present evidence to show that it is so licensed by the state 

to sell and distribute malt beverages and wine at wholesale in the state. 

 

 (b)  Fee. The annual business license fee for alcoholic beverage wholesale distributors shall be 

$100.00 payable not later than January 1 of each year. 

 

 (c)  Duty of licensees. It shall be the duty of all parties issued a license under this section to conform to 

all of the requirements of the ordinances of this city and the laws of the state and failure so to conform shall be 

grounds for revocation of the license.  

(Code 1984, § 32-203) 
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  Chapters 7--9 
 

RESERVED 
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  Chapter 10 
 

AMUSEMENTS AND ENTERTAINMENTS *  
__________  

*  Cross References: Alcoholic beverages, ch. 6; businesses, ch. 22; offenses and miscellaneous provisions, ch. 42; parks and 

recreation, ch. 46; signs, ch. 54. 
 State Law References: Exchange of free replay for anything of value unlawful, O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35(c); authority to license 

and regulate billiard rooms, O.C.G.A. § 43-8-2; unlawful conducting of circus or carnival in county without license or permit, O.C.G.A. 

§ 48-13-10; coin operated amusement machines, O.C.G.A. § 48-17-1 et seq. 
__________  

 
 Article I. In General  

Secs. 10-1--10-20. Reserved. 
 

 Article II. Amusement Machines and Arcades 
Sec. 10-21. Definitions. 
Sec. 10-22. Registration required. 
Sec. 10-23. No registration or license fees. 
Sec. 10-24. Machine registration form. 
Sec. 10-25. Operating regulations. 
Sec. 10-26. Arcade license required. 
Sec. 10-27. Distance requirements, plat required. 
Sec. 10-28. Considerations for license approval. 
Sec. 10-29. Individuals not eligible for license. 
Sec. 10-30. Application for license. 
Sec. 10-31. License not transferable. 
Sec. 10-32. Right of suspension. 
Sec. 10-33. Penalties for violation of article. 
 

  ARTICLE I.  
 

IN GENERAL  
 

Secs. 10-1--10-20. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE II.  
 

AMUSEMENT MACHINES AND ARCADES*  
__________  

*  Editors Note: An ordinance adopted Jan. 9, 2001, amended Ch. 10 by enacting provisions which pertained to amusement 

machines and arcades designated as §§ 10-1--10-13. Such provisions were redesignated as Art. II, §§ 10-21--10-33, by the editor, for 

purposes of classification. 
__________  

 

Sec. 10-21. Definitions.  
 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the following meanings:  

 

Arcade means a location where more than three non-cash redemption machines as described in O.C.G.A. 
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§ 16-12-35 (c) or 16-12-35 (d) are operated.  

 

Bona fide coin-operated amusement machine includes coin-operated amusement machines and means: 

 

  (a) Every machine of any kind or character used by the public to provide amusement or entertainment 

whose operation requires the payment of or the insertion of a coin, bill, other money, token, ticket, 

or similar object and the result of whose operation depends in whole or in part upon the skill of the 

player, whether or not it affords an award to a successful player pursuant to subsections (b) 

through (g) of O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35, and which can be legally shipped interstate according to 

federal law. Examples of bona fide coin-operated amusement machines include, but are expressly 

not limited to, the following: 

 

  i. Pinball machines; 

 

  ii.  Console machines; 

 

  iii.  Video games; 

 

  iv. Crane machines; 

 

  v. Claw machines; 

 

  vi. Pusher machines; 

 

  vii.  Bowling machines; 

 

  viii.  Novelty arcade games; 

 

  ix. Foosball or table soccer machines; 

 

  x. Miniature racetrack, football, or golf machines; 

 

  xi. Target or shooting gallery machines; 

 

  xii. Basketball machines; 

 

  xiii.  Shuffleboard games; 

 

  xiv. Kiddie ride games; 

 

  xv. Skeeball machines; 

 

  xvi. Air hockey machines; 

 

  xvii. Roll down machines; 
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  xviii.  Trivia machines; 

 

  xix. Laser games; 

 

  xx. Simulator games; 

 

  xxi. Virtual reality machines; 

 

  xxii. Matchup or lineup games which require the player to use skill stops to complete the game; 

 

  xxiii.  Maze games; 

 

  xxiv. Racing games; 

 

  xxv. Coin-operated pool tables or coin-operated billiard tables as defined in paragraph (3) of 

O.C.G.A. § 43-8-1; and 

 

  xxvi. Any other similar amusement machine, which can be legally operated in Georgia. 

 

  (b) Every machine of any kind or character used by the public to provide music whose operation 

requires the payment of or the insertion of a coin, bill, other money, token, ticket, or similar object 

such as jukeboxes or other similar types of music machines.  

 

License means a license issued by the city to operate an arcade.  

 

Location means a separate building.  

 

Registrant means any person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, organization, or other entity 

who, as the owner, lessee, or beneficiary has under his/her or its control any location, establishment, place or 

premises in or at which bona fide coin-operated amusement machines are placed or kept for use or play, or on 

exhibition for the purpose of use or play by the general public.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-22. Registration required.  
 

No registrant shall make available for use within the city limits any bona fide coin-operated amusement 

machine unless: 

 

  (1) The Georgia State license and required sticker is affixed to the machine pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 

48-17-1 et seq.; 

 

  (2) The bona fide coin-operated amusement machine is registered with the governing authority of the 

city; and 

 

  (3) If required, the bona fide coin-operated amusement machine is located and used in an arcade 

which has been duly licensed under sections 10-26 et seq. herein below.  
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(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-23. No registration or license fees.  
 

No registration fee shall be required to register a bona fide coin-operated amusement machine. No license 

fee shall be required to license an arcade.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-24. Machine registration form. 
 

 (a)  The machine registration shall be filed in writing on a form to be provided by the city and shall 

specify: 

 

  (1) The name and address of the registrant, and if a firm, corporation, partnership, or association, the 

principal officers thereof and their addresses; 

 

  (2) Registrants shall list the location and address of the premises where the licensed machine or 

machines are to be operated, together with the character of the business as carried on at such place; 

 

  (3) Registrants shall list the number of machines to be maintained on the premises, 

 

  (4) The name and address of the owner of the machine or machines, if other than the registrant; 

 

  (5) Specific identifying information on the type of each machine, its function and operation, and its 

state license number; and 

 

  (6) Other identifying information about the registrant's business including but not limited to federal 

employer identification and state sales tax numbers, and other pertinent information.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-25. Operating regulations. 
 

 (a)  All registrants hereunder shall be subject to the following regulations: 

 

  (1) Gambling is prohibited. Gambling devices or any gambling on the premises is prohibited. Only 

non-cash redemption is permitted as authorized by O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35(a.1) through (g). Nothing 

in this article shall be construed to authorize, permit, or license any gambling device of any nature 

whatsoever or any gambling contrary to state law. 

 

  (2) Machines are to be kept in plain view. All such machines shall at all times be kept and placed in 

plain view of and open and accessible to any person or persons who may frequent or put in any 

place of business where such devices are kept or used for play by the public. 

 

  (3) Inspection. The city code enforcement officer shall inspect or cause the inspection of any place in 

which any such machines are operated or set up for operation, and shall investigate and test such 

machines as needed. 
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  (4) Attendant required. It shall be unlawful for any registrant to open his business to the public unless 

an employee of the registrant is present. Said attendant shall be of sufficient mental and physical 

capacity so as to be able to provide aid to patrons if needed or desired. 

 

  (5) Refunds and adjustments. Refunds and adjustments to all customers shall be the responsibility of 

the registrant of the location of the machine in question; provided, however, that such refunds or 

adjustments shall not include refunds for any unused games or credits. 

 

  (6) Gross income requirements. No registrant shall derive more than 50 percent of such registrant's 

annual income from the business location in which the amusement machine or machines are 

situated from amusement machines that provide for non-cash redemption as described in 

subsection (c) or (d) of O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35. For the purpose of this section, annual income is the 

sum of the total gross receipts generated by the registrant's business at the business location where 

the machines are located in a calendar year. Upon request by the local government, the registrant 

shall provide the necessary financial documents from the registrant in order to verify the amount of 

annual income and the amount of such income generated from the bona fide coin-operated 

amusement machines as described in subsection (c) or (d) of O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35. 

 

  (7) Alcohol prohibited. No registrant who holds an arcade license shall allow the sale, consumption or 

use of alcoholic beverages on their premises.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-26. Arcade license required.  
 

Any registrant who proposes to locate more than three non-cash redemption machines in any place of 

business, any business premises, or any other location shall be required to apply for and receive a valid arcade 

license prior to placing such machines into operation.  

 

An application for an arcade license shall be made in writing on forms prescribed by the city.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-27. Distance requirements, plat required. 
 

 (a)  Every application for a license to operate an arcade in the city shall be accompanied by a plat 

prepared by a registered surveyor showing the location of the proposed arcade and the distances between the main 

entrance of the proposed arcade and all adjoining lands, as hereafter provided. 

 

 (b)  No license for the operation of an arcade shall be issued for any location: 

 

  (1) Within 425 feet of the property line of a private residential dwelling; 

 

  (2) Within 425 feet of the property line of any public library or branch of any public library; 

 

  (3) Within 425 feet from the property line of any church, shrine, chapel of a mortuary or other place 

used exclusively for religious purposes; 
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  (4) Within 600 feet of the property line of any school or college campus. The schools and colleges 

referred to herein shall include only such public, private, or church-supported schools which teach 

the subjects commonly taught in the public schools and colleges of this state, and shall not include 

private schools or colleges wherein a specialized subject such as business, music, art, vocational 

occupations, and other special subjects are taught; 

 

  (5) Within 425 feet of any premises holding a license for the consumption of alcoholic beverages. 

 

 (c)  The distance requirements set out above shall apply in any and all directions from the main 

entrance door of the proposed location, as measured in a straight line. The plat shall accompany and be made a 

part of the application for such license.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-28. Considerations for license approval. 
 

 (a)  In determining whether or not an arcade license applied for hereunder shall be granted, renewed, 

transferred, or issued to a new location, in addition to all the provisions of this section, the following shall be 

considered to be in the public interest and welfare: 

 

  (1) Reputation, character. The registrant's reputation, character, trade and business associations or past 

business ventures, mental and physical capacity to conduct this business; 

 

  (2) Previous violations of license laws. If the registrant is a previous holder of an arcade license in 

Royston or in any other jurisdiction and has violated any law, regulation or ordinance relating to 

such business; 

 

  (3) Manner of conducting prior arcade business. If the registrant is a previous holder of an arcade 

license, the manner in which he conducted the business thereunder, especially as to the necessity 

for unusual police observation and inspection in order to prevent the violation of any law, 

regulation or ordinance relating to such business; 

 

  (4) Location. The location for which the license is sought, as to traffic congestion, general character of 

neighborhood, and the effect such an establishment would have on the adjacent and surrounding 

property values; 

 

  (5) Number of licenses in general area. The number of licenses already granted for arcades in the 

general area of the place for which the license is sought; 

 

  (6) Previous revocation of license. If the registrant has had any license issued under the police powers 

of any governing authority previously suspended or revoked, or has had an arcade license 

suspended or revoked; 

 

  (7) Payment of taxes and other charges. Whether or not the registrant or business is delinquent in the 

payment of any local taxes or other fees or charges; 
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  (8) Prior incidents. Evidence that a substantial number of incidents requiring police intervention have 

occurred within the immediate area during the 12 months immediately preceding the date of 

application; 

 

  (9) Previous denial or revocation. The denial of an application, or the revocation of a license, 

occurring within the preceding 12 months, which was based on the qualifications of the proposed 

location. 

 

 (b)  Renewal. 

 

  (1) All licenses granted hereunder are privilege licenses and shall expire on December 31 of each year. 

Registrants who desire to renew their licenses shall file an application therefor with the city clerk 

for such renewal, upon forms approved by the city, on or before December 31 of each year. 

 

  (2) All licenses to be renewed for the subsequent calendar year shall be submitted to the city for 

approval no later than December 15 of each year. Any licenses that have been placed on probation, 

suspension or have been revoked by the city during the year shall be submitted on a separate list for 

review and further consideration. 

 

 (c)  Audit. Upon renewal of a license to operate an arcade, verified records of sales from amusement 

games as they relate to the total annual income of the business shall be furnished. Verifications must be submitted 

by both the license holder and the management of the establishment. The city may cause an audit of the books of 

a business holding an arcade license to be made at any time. Failure of a registrant who holds a license to operate 

an arcade to cooperate in the execution of the audit shall be a violation of this article.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-29. Individuals not eligible for license.  
 

The following individuals and organizations are not eligible for an arcade license: 

 

  (1) A person or persons or a corporation, partnership or other form of business organization in which 

any of the officers, directors, or partners have been convicted of a felony in any jurisdiction. A 

conviction, for purposes of this paragraph, includes a guilty plea, a plea of nolo contendere, any 

conviction expunged pursuant to any first offender status accorded to such person, or any 

conviction for which a pardon may have subsequently been obtained. 

 

  (2) A person or persons or a corporation, partnership, or other form of business organization in which 

any of the officers, directors or partners have been convicted in any jurisdiction of a non-felonious 

crime of moral turpitude, lottery, gambling, or illegal possession or sale of narcotics or alcoholic 

beverages within the five years preceding the filing of the application. A conviction, for purposes 

of this paragraph, includes a guilty plea, a plea of nolo contendere, any conviction expunged 

pursuant to any first offender status accorded to such person, or any conviction for which a pardon 

may have subsequently been obtained. 

 

  (3) A person whose license to operate an arcade has been revoked for cause in any state or territory of 

the United States within the ten years preceding the filing of the application. 
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  (4) A person who has knowingly falsified information or made any material misrepresentation on the 

application for a license under this article or any application under the city alcoholic beverages 

ordinance submitted within the ten years preceding the filing of the application. 

 

  (5) Should any such registrant or partner, or officer or director of any registrant entity, after a license 

had been granted, be convicted of or plead guilty or nolo contendere to a crime involving moral 

turpitude, or to the violation of any laws of the state regulating gambling or the lottery laws, said 

license shall be subject after hearing to immediate suspension or revocation.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-30. Application for license.  
 

All registrants for a license to operate an arcade shall give notice of their intention to make such 

application by advertisement in the form prescribed by the city. Advertising as referred to in this section means 

there shall be a sign posted 30 days prior to the hearing of the application in a prominent position on the property 

(where it can be read from the road); also, all new registrants shall be required to advertise three times in the legal 

organ before applications are heard by the city council. Advertising in the newspaper shall be during the 30-day 

period prior to the hearing of the application by the city council. Before the application is presented to the city 

council, the registrant shall furnish proof that the advertisement has been complete as required hereinabove.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-31. License not transferable.  
 

No license to operate an arcade may be sold, transferred, or assigned by a registrant, or by operation of 

law, to any other person or persons, corporation, partnership, or other business entity, or to any other location or 

any expansion of an existing location. Any such sale, transfer, or assignment or attempted sale, transfer, or 

assignment shall be deemed to constitute a voluntary surrender of such license, and such license shall thereafter be 

null and void, provided and excepting, however, that if the registrant is a partnership and one or more of the 

partners should die, or one or more of the surviving partners may acquire, by purchase or otherwise, the interest of 

the deceased partner or partners without effecting a surrender or termination of such license, and in such case the 

license, upon notification to the city clerk, shall be placed in the name of the surviving partner. A license to 

operate an arcade issued to a corporation shall be deemed terminated and void when either any outstanding stock 

of the corporation is sold, transferred, or assigned after the issuance of a license, or any stock authorized but not 

issued at the time of the granting of a license is thereafter issued and sold, transferred, or assigned.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-32. Right of suspension.  
 

The city council shall have the right to temporarily suspend any license issued under this section whenever 

a person, firm, corporation, or other business organization doing business hereunder shall deviate from the normal 

operation for which the license was obtained or fails in performance to meet the required regulations and codes set 

forth by the city council, or county health department; or violates any law, ordinance, or regulation of the United 

States, or the state, or the city; or when it shall be proven before the city council or its designated hearing officer, 

that there is a violation of nuisance law; or when the health, interests, and safety of the public demand the 

suspension of such license. The hearing officer shall report the suspension of such license to the next regular or 
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called meeting of the city council; then the license shall be suspended, placed on probation or permanently 

revoked, or otherwise it shall be restored and remain in full force.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 

 

Sec. 10-33. Penalties for violation of article.  
 

Violation of this article shall be punishable as a misdemeanor local ordinance violation and shall include 

one or more of the following penalties: 

 

  (1) A monetary fine up to a maximum of $1,000.00; 

 

  (2) Maximum imprisonment of 60 days; 

 

  (3) Suspension or revocation of the registrant's arcade license and any other city licenses held by the 

registrant, including but not limited to license for the sale of alcoholic beverages; 

 

  (4) Revocation of machine registration and prohibition of machine operation at any location which 

does not require an arcade license.  

 

In addition, Royston or its designee may notify the appropriate state agencies of any violations pertaining to the 

improper use of bona fide coin-operated amusement machines. The agencies to be notified may include, but not 

be limited to the state revenue department, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, and the Georgia State Lottery 

Commission, and violators may be prosecuted under O.C.G.A. § 16-12-35, and any other applicable provision of 

state or federal law.  

(Ord. of 1-9-2001) 
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  Chapters 11--13 
 

RESERVED 
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  Chapter 14 
 

ANIMALS*  
__________  

*  Cross References: Noise, § 38-61 et seq.; nuisances, § 38-86 et seq.; offenses and miscellaneous provisions, ch. 42. 
 State Law References: Authority to exercise animal control, Ga. Const. art. 9, sec. 2, par. 3(a)(3); dogfighting, O.C.G.A. § 

16-12-37; cruelty to animals, O.C.G.A. § 16-12-4; sale of dog meat for human consumption prohibited, O.C.G.A. § 26-2-160; control of 

rabies, O.C.G.A. § 31-19-1 et seq.; Georgia Animal Protection Act, O.C.G.A. § 4-11-1 et seq.; livestock running at large or straying, 

O.C.G.A. § 4-3-1 et seq.; dangerous Dog Control Law, O.C.G.A. § 4-8-20 et seq.; permitting dogs in heat to roam or run free, O.C.G.A. 

§ 4-8-6; liability of owner or keeper of vicious or dangerous animal for injuries caused by animal, O.C.G.A. § 51-2-7. 
__________  

 
 Article I. In General  

Sec. 14-1. Definitions. 
Sec. 14-2. Animal control board. 
Sec. 14-3. Dangerous animals. 
Sec. 14-4. Stray livestock. 
Sec. 14-5. Impoundment of animals running at large. 
Secs. 14-6--14-30. Reserved. 
 

 Article II. Dogs 
Sec. 14-31. License and registration required. 
Sec. 14-32. Confinement of dogs. 
Sec. 14-33. Vaccination. 
Sec. 14-34. Rabies suspects. 
Sec. 14-35. Dog bites. 
Sec. 14-36. Muzzling proclamation. 
Sec. 14-37. Creation of nuisance. 

 

 

  ARTICLE I.  
 

IN GENERAL  
 

Sec. 14-1. Definitions.  
 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

 

Animal means any living creature, domestic or wild.  

 

At large means off the premises of the owner and not under the control of the owner, a member of his 

immediate family, or some other person, either by leash, cord, chain, or other holding device.  

 

Dangerous animal means any wild mammal, reptile or fowl which is not naturally tame or gentle but is of 

a wild nature or disposition and which, because of its size, vicious nature or other characteristics would constitute 

a danger to human life or property if not kept or maintained in a safe manner or in secure quarters; and any 

domestic mammal, reptile or fowl which, because of its size, vicious propensity or other characteristic would 

constitute a danger to human life or property if not kept or maintained in a safe manner or in secure quarters.  
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(Code 1984, § 30-101) 
 Cross References: Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 

Sec. 14-2. Animal control board.  
 

For purposes of complying with O.C.G.A. § 4-8-22, the city council may sit as the animal control board to 

hear and determine matters provided for in O.C.G.A. § 4-8-24. 

 

Sec. 14-3. Dangerous animals. 
 

 (a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any dangerous or vicious animal of any kind to run at 

large within the city. 

 

 (b)  The police officers of the city shall be authorized to use such force as is necessary to prevent any 

such dangerous or vicious animal from causing harm to any person or property.  

(Code 1984, § 30-102) 

 

Sec. 14-4. Stray livestock.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any cattle, horses, swine, sheep, goats or poultry to run at 

large in the city. If any such animal is found to be running at large in any public place in the city, it shall be 

impounded in the manner provided in this chapter.  

(Code 1984, § 30-103) 

 

Sec. 14-5. Impoundment of animals running at large. 
 

 (a)  Authority. It shall be the duty of every police officer or designated employee to seize all animals 

running at large in violation of the provisions of this chapter and to impound such animals in the city pound or 

other suitable place. Upon receiving any such animal, the city poundkeeper or other authorized person shall enter 

upon the records of the pound, in a book to be kept by him for such purpose, the date of impounding, a description 

of the animal impounded, and a record as to whether or not such animal has been licensed and tagged. 

 

 (b)  Notice to owner. No later than three days after the impounding of any animal licensed and tagged, 

the owner shall be notified or, if the owner of the animal is unknown, written notice shall be posted for five days, 

which notice shall describe the animal and indicate the place and time of taking. 

 

 (c)  Redemption. The owner of any animal impounded by the city poundkeeper or other authorized 

person may redeem it by paying all the costs, charges and penalties assessed, if any, that have accrued up to the 

time of making the redemption, and when they are paid to the poundkeeper, it shall be his duty to release the 

animal from the pound and deliver it to the owner thereof. 

 

 (d)  Disposition of unclaimed or infected animals. If at the expiration of five days from the date of 

notice to the owner or the posting of notice any animals impounded as provided in this section shall not have been 

redeemed either by the owner or by some other person, such animal may be disposed of in a humane manner. Any 

animal which appears to be suffering from rabies or affected with hydrophobia, mange or any other infectious or 

dangerous disease shall not be released but may be destroyed as soon as such infection or disease is discovered.  

(Code 1984, § 30-104) 
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Secs. 14-6--14-30. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE II.  
 

DOGS 
 

Sec. 14-31. License and registration required.  
 

It is provided in the city that each animal shall have a collar and have affixed thereto a current rabies tag.  

(Code 1984, § 30-201) 

 

Sec. 14-32. Confinement of dogs.  
 

Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter, no dog, whether licensed or not, shall be allowed to run at 

large or upon the premises of one other than the owner. If any dog is found running at large in violation of this 

provision, it shall be taken up and impounded in the manner provided in section 14-5; provided, however, that if 

any dangerous, fierce, or vicious dog so found at large cannot be safely taken up and impounded, the animal may 

be destroyed in a humane manner.  

(Code 1984, § 30-203; Ord. of 6-13-2006, § 1) 

 

Sec. 14-33. Vaccination.  
 

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dog to keep, or maintain such dog unless it shall have been 

vaccinated by a licensed veterinary surgeon with antirabies vaccine, within one year preceding the date on which 

the dog is kept or maintained.  

(Code 1984, § 30-204; Ord. of 6-13-2006, § 1) 

 

Sec. 14-34. Rabies suspects. 
 

 (a)  If a dog is believed to have rabies or has been bitten by a dog suspected of having rabies, such dog 

shall be confined by a leash or chain on the owner's premises and shall be placed under the observation of a 

veterinarian at the expense of the owner for a period of two weeks. The owner shall notify the poundkeeper of the 

fact that his dog has been exposed to rabies, and at his discretion the poundkeeper is empowered to have the dog 

removed from the owner's premises to a veterinary hospital and there placed under observation for a period of two 

weeks at the expense of the owner. 

 

 (b)  It shall be unlawful for any person knowing or suspecting a dog to have rabies to allow such dog to 

be taken off his premises or beyond the limits of the city without the written permission of the poundkeeper. 

 

 (c)  Whenever a dog is ascertained to be rabid, notification shall be made to the poundkeeper, who 

shall cause the dog to be removed to the city pound or summarily destroyed.  

(Code 1984, § 30-205) 

 

Sec. 14-35. Dog bites.  
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Whenever any dog bites a person, the owner of the dog shall immediately notify the poundkeeper who 

shall order the dog held on the owner's premises or shall have it impounded at the owner's expense for a period of 

two weeks. The dog shall be examined immediately after it has bitten anyone and again at the end of the two-week 

period. If at the end of two weeks a veterinarian is convinced that the dog is then free from rabies, the dog shall be 

released from quarantine or from the pound as the case may be. If the dog should die in the interim, its body shall 

be sent to the appropriate testing laboratory for examination for rabies.  

(Code 1984, § 30-206) 

 

Sec. 14-36. Muzzling proclamation.  
 

Whenever it becomes necessary to safeguard the public from the dangers of hydrophobia, the mayor, if he 

deems it necessary, may issue a proclamation ordering every person owning or keeping a dog to confine it 

securely on his premises unless such dog shall have a muzzle of sufficient strength to prevent its biting any 

person. Any unmuzzled dog running at large during the time of the proclamation shall be seized and impounded in 

the manner provided in section 14-5, unless the dog is noticeably infected with rabies, in which case it shall be 

summarily disposed of.  

(Code 1984, § 30-207) 

 

Sec. 14-37. Creation of nuisance. 
 

 (a)  The owner or keeper of each dog within the city shall keep it from becoming a nuisance and from 

endangering or injuring any person. 

 

 (b)  Whenever a dog is kept in such manner as constitutes a nuisance, a proceeding to abate the 

nuisance may be brought by the party aggrieved, pursuant to section 38-88. An animal found by the court to 

constitute a nuisance may be impounded by the city if the owner, after reasonable opportunity to do so, fails to 

abate the nuisance as ordered by the court.  

(Code 1984, § 30-302)  
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  Chapters 15--17 
 

RESERVED 
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  Chapter 18 
 

BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS*  
__________  

*  Cross References: Planning commission, § 2-121 et seq.; downtown development authority, § 2-146 et seq.; alcoholic 

beverages, ch. 6; businesses, ch. 22; environment, ch. 38; signs, ch. 54; solid waste, ch. 58; streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 

62; taxation, ch. 66; utilities, ch. 74; vehicles for hire, ch. 78; zoning, app. A; manufactured home regulations, app. C. 
 State Law References: Authority of city or county to provide codes, including building, housing, plumbing and electrical 

codes, Ga. Const. art. 9, sec. 2, par. 3(12); access to and use of public facilities by physically handicapped persons, O.C.G.A. § 30-3-1 et 

seq.; ordinances relating to repair, closing and demolition of dwellings unfit for human habitation, O.C.G.A. § 36-61-11; authority to 

demolish structures where drug crimes are committed, O.C.G.A. § 41-2-7; authority to repair, close or demolish unfit buildings or 

structures, O.C.G.A. § 41-2-7; county or municipal ordinances relating to unfit buildings or structures, O.C.G.A. § 41-2-9; statewide 

application of minimum standard codes, codes requiring adoption by municipality or county, O.C.G.A. § 8-2-25; enforcement of codes, 

O.C.G.A. § 8-2-26; providing of fire escapes by building owners, O.C.G.A. § 8-2-50. 
__________  

 
 Article I. In General  

Secs. 18-1--18-25. Reserved. 
 

 Article II. Construction Codes 
Sec. 18-26. Adoption of technical codes. 
Sec. 18-27. Enforcement officer. 
Sec. 18-28. Enforcement authority of code enforcement officer. 
Sec. 18-29. Notice of deficiency, warning of penalties. 
Sec. 18-30. Stop-work order; revocation of building permit.  
Sec. 18-31. Emergency stop-work orders. 
Sec. 18-32. Corrective work allowed after issuance of stop-work order.  
Sec. 18-33. Right of appeal from decisions of inspector. 
Sec. 18-34. Hearing on appeal. 
Sec. 18-35. Attendance at hearing. 
Sec. 18-36. Notice of hearing. 
Sec. 18-37. Penalties for violation.  
Secs. 18-38--18-45. Reserved. 
 

 Article III. Flow Rate Restrictions on Plumbing Fixtures 
Sec. 18-46. Definitions. 
Sec. 18-47. Residential restrictions. 
Sec. 18-48. Commercial restrictions. 
Sec. 18-49. Repairs, renovations. 
Sec. 18-50. Exemptions. 
Sec. 18-51. Enforcement; penalty. 

 

 

  ARTICLE I.  
 

IN GENERAL  
 

Secs. 18-1--18-25. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE II.  
 

CONSTRUCTION CODES 
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Sec. 18-26. Adoption of technical codes. 
 

 (a)  The latest edition of the following codes, as adopted and amended by the State of Georgia 

Department of Community Affairs, shall be enforced by the city: 

 

  (1) Standard Building Code, published by the Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc. 

 

  (2) Standard Mechanical Code, published by the Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc. 

 

  (3) Standard Gas Code, published by the Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc. 

 

  (4) Standard Plumbing Code, published by the Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc. 

 

  (5) National Electrical Code, published by the National Fire Protection. 

 

  (6) Standard Fire Prevention Code, published by the Southern Building Code Congress International, 

Inc. 

 

  (7) CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code, published by the Building Officials and Code 

Administrators International, Inc. 

 

  (8) CABO Model Energy Code, published by the Building Officials and Code Administrators 

International, Inc. 

 

 (b)  If any matter in such codes is contrary to city ordinances, the more stringent shall prevail. 

 

 (c)  Within any of such codes, when reference is made to the duties of certain officials named therein, 

that designated official in the city who has duties corresponding to those of the named official in such code shall 

be deemed to be the responsible official insofar as enforcing the provisions of such code.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A) 

 

Sec. 18-27. Enforcement officer  
 

The enforcement officer shall be the code enforcement officer for the city who shall have all of the rights, 

powers and authorities corresponding to those of the named officials in any of the foregoing standard codes 

identified in section 18-26 inclusive wherever such named official in such standard codes shall be identified as the 

responsible official insofar as inspecting and enforcing the provisions of such codes. In addition, the code 

enforcement officer shall have all the rights, powers and authorities as provided for the zoning enforcement 

officer under the zoning ordinance of the city as the provisions may relate to the power of the zoning enforcement 

officer in connection with construction of improvements on real property within the city limits.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 18-28. Enforcement authority of code enforcement officer.  
 

The chief enforcement officer, of the city shall have the authority to issue stop-work orders and to revoke 
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any permit issued pursuant to any of the codes adopted by this article as provided for in such codes. The code 

enforcement officer shall further be an ex-officio police officer of the city and shall have authority to issue 

summonses and complaints for violations of this chapter.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 18-29. Notice of deficiency, warning of penalties.  
 

The code enforcement officer, upon determining that work on any building or structure or part thereof is 

being done contrary to the provisions of any of the codes adopted by and in force in the city, shall issue written 

notice of deficiency which shall be given to the owner of the property or to his agent or to the person doing the 

work and shall state the nature of the deficiency and the corrections required. The owner, his agent or the person 

doing the work shall have ten days from the date of such notice of deficiency to correct such deficiency. Upon 

correcting the deficiency, the owner, agent or the person doing the work shall require a reinspection of the 

deficient work. If upon reinspection such work is still deficient, the code enforcement officer shall advise wherein 

such work is still deficient and the code enforcement officer may require a lesser amount of time for the correction 

of such deficiency. After the first reinspection of such deficient work where such deficient work does not comply 

with the provisions of the applicable building code, an additional reinspection fee shall be charged and shall be 

paid at the time that the owner of owner's agent, or person doing the work requests the second reinspection.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 18-30. Stop-work order; revocation of building permit.  
 

If any deficient work is not cured within the times provided in section 18-29, the code enforcement officer 

shall have the authority to issue an order in writing which will stop all work on any building or structure and such 

written stop-work order shall be given to the owner of the property or to his agent or to the person doing the work 

and shall state the reasons for the issuance of such stop-work order and shall further state the conditions under 

which work on such building may resume. In the event that the deficient work giving rise to the stop-work order is 

not corrected within ten days from the date of the stop-work order, the code enforcement officer shall have the 

authority to revoke the building permit and all permits related to such building permit (electrical, plumbing, 

heating, ventilating and air conditioning and other such permits related to the same job) and shall issue a summons 

charging a violation of this chapter and the related building codes applicable to the violation requiring the owner 

and any individual contractor or subcontractor who has applied for any related building code permit relating to the 

primary building permit whose work is deficient and has not been corrected and is the cause of the issuance of the 

stop-work order to be and appear in answer to such summons in the recorder's court of the city subject to the 

provision of section 18-37.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 18-31. Emergency stop-work orders.  
 

Where an emergency exists, the written notice herein shall not be required to be given by the code 

enforcement officer and the code enforcement officer may orally order all work stopped until such emergency 

condition is cured provided, however, that the code enforcement officer shall follow up with a written stop-work 

order.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 18-32. Corrective work allowed after issuance of stop-work order.  
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After the issuance of a stop-work order and/or the revocation of the building permits, the only work 

allowed to be performed shall be that work which is necessary and required to correct the deficiencies in 

construction which have lead to the issuance of a notice of deficiency and the stop-work order. Upon correction of 

such work, the building permits may be reissued so that work on the building or structure may be completed as in 

the case of an original permit provided, however, that the owner shall be required to pay an additional building 

permit fee equal to one-half the amount of all original permit fees in connection with such work.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 18-33. Right of appeal from decisions of inspector.  
 

Any person aggrieved by the decision of the code enforcement officer shall have a right of appeal to the 

mayor and council. A written notice directed to the mayor and council must be filed in the office of the city clerk 

by any person aggrieved by a decision of the code enforcement officer prior to the expiration of ten days from the 

date of the decision of the code enforcement officer in the issuance of any notice of deficiency, stop-work order or 

revocation of a building permit or other decision of the code enforcement officer authorized under the terms and 

provisions of any of the codes adopted by the city or under the terms and provisions of the zoning ordinance of the 

city. Such written notice of appeal to the mayor and council shall identify the building permit number as well as 

any other permit number applicable, the resident's address, shall identify the decision of the code enforcement 

officer complained of and shall state the reasons why the aggrieved party believes that the code enforcement 

officer is in error in his decision.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 18-34. Hearing on appeal.  
 

The mayor and council shall hold a hearing on the appeal within 14 days from the date that notice of 

appeal is filed with the office of the city clerk unless the 14
th
 day falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, 

when the appeal shall be heard not later than the next regular business day following such Saturday, Sunday or 

legal holiday. At such hearing, all matters relating to the decision of the code enforcement officer shall be inquired 

into and the mayor and council shall have the authority to reverse the decision of the code enforcement officer, to 

affirm the decision of the code enforcement officer or to modify and make such other decision and order as the 

mayor and council deem best in the exercise of their sound discretion.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 18-35. Attendance at hearing.  
 

The code enforcement officer, the aggrieved party filing the appeal and any contractor or subcontractor 

whose work has been questioned shall be personally present and in attendance at the hearing on appeal before the 

mayor and council from any decision of the code enforcement officer. Any party may call such other witnesses as 

they may desire and if requested any party may obtain subpoenas from the office of the city clerk demanding and 

requiring that a witness be and appear at the hearing before the mayor and council.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 18-36. Notice of hearing.  
 

The city clerk shall give notice to the code enforcement officer and the aggrieved party filing notice of 
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appeal at least seven days prior to the date of the hearing before the mayor and council which notice shall be in 

writing and shall be deemed delivered if such notice is personally delivered, or if it is placed in the United States 

mail with sufficient postage thereon to ensure delivery to the party to whom such notice is directed.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Sec. 18-37. Penalties for violation.  
 

Any person violating any provision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, 

shall be fined not less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00 for each offense. Each day such violation continues 

shall be considered to be and shall constitute a separate offense. The judge of the municipal court shall assess a 

fine under the provisions of this section equivalent to the total number of days from the date of the issuance of the 

summons that such offense continues, and may impose an additional fine for each day past the regularly 

scheduled court date that such violation is not corrected without the necessity of additional summonses or citation 

to be issued.  

(Ord. of 12-12-2000, § 1(Exh. A)) 

 

Secs. 18-38--18-45. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE III.  
 

FLOW RATE RESTRICTIONS ON PLUMBING FIXTURES*  
__________  

*  State Law References: Flow rate restrictions on plumbing fixtures, O.C.G.A. § 8-2-3. 

__________  

 

Sec. 18-46. Definitions.  
 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

 

Commercial means any type of building other than residential.  

 

Construction means the erection of a new building or the alteration of an existing building in connection 

with its repair or renovation or in connection with making an addition to an existing building and shall include the 

replacement of a malfunctioning, unserviceable, or obsolete faucet, showerhead, toilet or urinal in an existing 

building.  

 

Residential means any building or unit of a building intended for occupancy as a dwelling but shall not 

include a hotel or motel.  

(Code 1984, § 20-200(1)) 
 Cross References: Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 

Sec. 18-47. Residential restrictions.  
 

On or after July 1, 1991, no construction may be initiated within the city for any residential building of any 

type which: 
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  (1) Employs a gravity tank type, flushometer valve or flushometer tank toilet that uses more than an 

average of 1.6 gallons of water per flush; provided, however, this subsection shall not be 

applicable to one-piece toilets until July 1, 1992. 

 

  (2) Employs a shower head that allows a flow of more than an average of 2.5 gallons of water per 

minute at 60 pounds per square inch of pressure. 

 

  (3) Employs a urinal that uses more than an average of 1.0 gallon of water per flush. 

 

  (4) Employs a lavatory faucet or lavatory replacement aerator that allows a flow of more than 2.0 

gallons of water per minute. 

 

  (5) Employs a kitchen faucet or kitchen replacement aerator that allows a flow of more than 2.5 

gallons of water per minute.  

(Code 1984, § 20-200(2)) 

 

Sec. 18-48. Commercial restrictions.  
 

On or after July 1, 1992, there shall be no construction of any commercial building initiated within the city 

for any commercial building of any type which does not meet the requirements of this article.  

(Code 1984, § 20-200(3)) 

 

Sec. 18-49. Repairs, renovations.  
 

The requirements of section 18-47 shall apply to any residential construction initiated after July 1, 1991, 

and to any commercial construction initiated after July 1, 1992, which involves the repair or renovation of or 

addition to any existing building when such repair or renovation of or addition to such existing building includes 

replacement of toilets or showers or both.  

(Code 1984, § 20-200(4)) 

 

Sec. 18-50. Exemptions. 
 

 (a)  New construction and the repair or renovation of an existing building shall be exempt from the 

requirements of sections 18-47, 18-48 and 18-49 when: 

 

  (1) The repair or renovation of the existing building does not include the replacement of the plumbing 

or sewage system servicing toilets, faucets or showerheads within such existing buildings. 

 

  (2) Such plumbing or sewage system within the existing building, because of its capacity, design or 

installation would not function properly if the toilets, faucets or showerheads required by this 

article were installed. 

 

  (3) Such system is a well or gravity flow from a spring and is owned privately by an individual for use 

in such individual's personal residence. 

 

  (4) Units to be installed are: 
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  a. Specifically designed for use by the handicapped; 

 

  b. Specifically designed to withstand unusual abuse or installation in a penal institution; or 

 

  c. Toilets for juveniles. 

 

 (b)  The owner, or his agent, of a building undergoing new construction or repair or renovation who is 

entitled to an exemption as specified in subsection (a)(2), (3) or (4) of this section shall obtain the exemption by 

applying at the office of the building inspector for the city. A fee as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges 

shall be charged for the inspection and issuance of the exemption.  

(Code 1984, § 20-200(5)) 

 

Sec. 18-51. Enforcement; penalty.  
 

 (a)  This article shall be enforced by the office of the building inspector of the city. Citations for 

violations may be issued by the chief building inspector of the city. 

 

 (b)  Any person violating this article shall be tried before the municipal court of the city. Upon 

conviction, a violation of this article may be punished as provided in section 1-12.  

(Code 1984, § 20-200(6)) 

  



Code of Ordinances Royston Ga 
 

 

 

  Chapters 19--21 
 

RESERVED 
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  Chapter 22 
 

BUSINESSES* 
__________  

*  Cross References: Planning commission, § 2-121 et seq.; downtown development authority, § 2-146 et seq.; alcoholic 

beverages, ch. 6; amusements and entertainments, ch. 10; buildings and building regulations, ch. 18; environment, ch. 38; offenses and 

miscellaneous provisions, ch. 42; peddlers and solicitors, ch. 50; signs, ch. 54; solid waste, ch. 58; streets, sidewalks and other public 

places, ch. 62; taxation, ch. 66; utilities, ch. 74; vehicles for hire, ch. 78; zoning, app. A. 
__________  

 

 

 
 Article I. In General  

Secs. 22-1--22-30. Reserved. 
 

 Ar ticle II. Occupation Tax 
Sec. 22-31. Required; required for business dealings with the city. 
Sec. 22-32. Construction of terms; definitions. 
Sec. 22-33. Administrative and regulatory fee structure; tax structure. 
Sec. 22-34. Levied; restrictions. 
Sec. 22-35. Paying tax of business with no location in state. 
Sec. 22-36. Each line of business to be identified on business registration. 
Sec. 22-37. Number of business considered operating in city. 
Sec. 22-38. Professionals as classified in state law. 
Sec. 22-39. Practitioners exclusively practicing for the government. 
Sec. 22-40. Purpose and scope. 
Sec. 22-41. When tax due and payable; effect of transacting business when tax delinquent. 
Sec. 22-42. Allocation of employees of business with multiple intrastate or interstate locations. 
Sec. 22-43. Exemption on grounds that business operated for charitable purpose. 
Sec. 22-44. Evidence of state registration required if applicable; state registration to be displayed. 
Sec. 22-45. Evidence of qualification required if applicable. 
Sec. 22-46. Liability of officers and agents; registration required; failure to obtain. 
Sec. 22-47. When registration and tax due and payable; effect of transacting business when tax delinquent. 
Sec. 22-48. Penalty of article violation. 
Sec. 22-49. Treasurer; subpoena and arresting powers. 
Sec. 22-50. Businesses not covered by this article. 
Sec. 22-51. Inapplicable where prohibited or exempted. 
Sec. 22-52. Payment options for delinquent tax. 
Sec. 22-53. More than one location or line of business. 
Sec. 22-54. Returns confidential. 
Sec. 22-55. Inspection of books and records. 
Sec. 22-56. Registration to be revoked for certain activities. 
Sec. 22-57. Failure to comply; continuing in business after registration revocation. 
Sec. 22-58. Execution for delinquency. 
Sec. 22-59. Amendment, repeal of article. 
Sec. 22-60. Applications of article to prior ordinance. 
Sec. 22-61. Enforcement of article. 
Sec. 22-62. Article to remain in full force and effect until changed by council. 
Sec. 22-63. Public hearing required before tax increase. 
Sec. 22-64. Option to establish exemption or reduction in tax. 
Sec. 22-65. Conflicts between specific and general provisions. 
Secs 22-66--22-69. Reserved. 
 

 Article III. Pawnshops 
Sec. 22-70. Definitions. 
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Sec. 22-71. Annual permit required. 
Sec. 22-72. Permit prerequisite to issuance of occupational tax certificate. 
Sec. 22-73. Application for permit. 
Sec. 22-74. Regulation as to employees and managers. 
Sec. 22-75. Denial, suspension, or revocation of a permit. 
Sec. 22-76. Hearings for denial, suspension or revocation of permit. 
Sec. 22-77. Occupation tax certificate applications, renewals and qualifications. 
Sec. 22-78. Suspension or revocation of occupation tax certificate. 
Sec. 22-79. Hearings for the denial, suspension or revocation of certificate. 
Sec. 22-80. Records and information to be maintained: inspection by the city. 
Sec. 22-81. Photograph; driver's license number; social security number to secure; exception; offense. 
Sec. 22-82. Articles not to be disposed of for the first 30 days after acquisition. 
Sec. 22-83. Dealing with minors. 
Sec. 22-84. Responsibility for enforcement. 
Sec. 22-85. Penalty for violation. 
Secs. 22-86--22-94. Reserved. 
 

 Article IV. Regulatory Fees 
Sec. 22-95. Definitions. 
Sec. 22-96. Regulatory fee. 
Sec. 22-97. Exemptions. 
Sec. 22-98. Date due; penalty and interest. 
Sec. 22-99. Filing returns; other information required or requested. 
Sec. 22-100. Enforcement; violations. 
Sec. 22-101. Administrative remedies. 
 

  ARTICLE I.  
 

IN GENERAL  
 

Secs. 22-1--22-30. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE II.  
 

OCCUPATION TAX*  
__________  

*  Editors Note: An ordinance adopted Nov. 14, 1995, amended art. II of ch. 22 in its entirety, and enacted a new art. II to read as 

herein set out. Former art. II pertained to similar subject matter. For a detailed history of the provisions of former art. II, see the Code 

Comparative Table. 
 Charter References: Occupation and business taxes, § 6.12. 
 Cross References: Taxation, ch. 66. 
__________  

 

Sec. 22-31. Required; required for business dealings with the city.  
 

For the year 1996 and succeeding years thereafter, each person engaged in any business, trade, profession 

or occupation in the city, whether with a location in the city, or in the case of an out-of-state business with no 

location in Georgia exerting substantial efforts within the state pursuant to O.C.G.A § 48-13-7, shall pay an 

occupation tax for such business, trade, profession or occupation; which tax and any applicable registration shall 

be displayed in a conspicuous place in the place of business, if the taxpayer has a permanent location in the city. If 

the taxpayer has no permanent business location in the city, such business tax registration shall be shown to the 

treasurer or his deputies or to any police officer of the city upon his or their request.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 
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Sec. 22-32. Construction of terms; definitions. 
 

 (a)  Whenever the term "City of Royston" is used herein, such term shall be construed to mean 

"Royston, Georgia"; wherever the term "city" is used herein, it shall be construed to mean "Royston, Georgia." 

 

 (b)  As used in this article, the term:  

 

Administrative fee means a component of an occupational tax which approximates the reasonable cost of 

handling and processing the occupation tax.  

 

Dominant line means the type of business within a multiple line business that the greatest amount of 

income is derived from.  

 

Gross receipts means the total revenue of the business or practitioner for the period, including without 

limitation to the following: 

 

  (1) Total income without deduction for the cost of goods or expenses incurred; 

 

  (2) Gain from trading in stocks, bonds, capital assets or instruments of indebtedness; 

 

  (3) Proceeds from commissions on the sale of property, goods or services; 

 

  (4) Proceeds from fees for services rendered; and 

 

  (5) Proceeds from rent, interest, royalty or dividend income.  

 

Gross receipts shall not include the following: 

 

  (1) Sales, use or excise tax; 

 

  (2) Sales returns, allowances and discounts; 

 

  (3) Interorganizational sales or transfers between or among the units of a parent-subsidiary controlled 

group of corporations as defined by 26 U.S.C. § 1563(a)(1), or between or among the units of a 

brother-sister controlled group of corporations as defined by 26 U.S.C. § 1563(a)(2); 

 

  (4) Payments made to a subcontractor or an independent agent; and 

 

  (5) Governmental and foundation grants, charitable contributions or the interest income derived from 

such funds received by a nonprofit organization which employs salaried practitioners otherwise 

covered by this article, if such funds constitute 80 percent or more of the organization's receipts.  

 

Location of office shall not include a temporary worksite which serves a single customer or project.  

 

Occupation tax means a tax levied on persons, partnerships, corporations or other entities for engaging in 
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an occupation, profession or business for revenue raising purposes.  

 

Person wherever used in this article shall be held to include sole proprietors, corporations, partnerships, 

nonprofit or any other form of business organization.  

 

Practitioner of profession or occupation is one who by state law requires state licensure regulating such 

profession or occupation.  

 

Practitioners of professions and occupations shall not include a practitioner who is an employee of a 

business, if the business pays an occupation tax.  

 

Regulatory fees means payments, whether designated as license fees, permit fees or by another name, 

which are required by a local government as an exercise of its police power and as a part of or as an aid to 

regulation of an occupation, profession or business. The amount of a regulatory fee shall approximate the 

reasonable cost of the actual regulatory activity performed by the city. A regulatory fee may not include an 

administrative fee. Development impact fees as defined by O.C.G.A. § 36-71-2(8) or other costs or conditions of 

zoning or land development are not regulatory fees.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 
 Cross References: Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 

Sec. 22-33. Administrative and regulatory fee structure; tax structure. 
 

 (a)  A nonprorated, nonrefundable administrative fee of $10.00 shall be required on all business 

occupation tax accounts for the initial start-up, renewal or re-opening of those accounts. 

 

 (b)  A regulatory fee may be imposed as provided under O.C.G.A. § 48-13-9 on those applicable 

businesses. A regulatory fee may not include an administrative fee. 

 

 (c)  The regulatory fee schedule for persons in occupations and professions shall be set by the city 

council from time to time and shall be published for public inspection.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-34. Levied; restrictions. 
 

 (a)  An occupation tax shall be levied upon those businesses and practitioners of professions and 

occupations with one or more locations or offices within the corporate limits of the city or upon the applicable 

out-of-state businesses with no location or office in Georgia pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-13-7 based upon the 

number of employees of the business or practitioner. 

 

 (b)  An occupation tax fee schedule shall be formulated from time to time by the city council and shall 

be available for public inspection. 

 

 (c)  The city shall not require the payment of more than one occupational tax for each location that a 

business or practitioner shall have. 

 

 (d)  The city shall not require an occupation tax from those real estate brokers, agents or companies 

whose offices are located outside the city and sell property inside the limits of the city.  
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(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-35. Paying tax of business with no location in state.  
 

Registration and the assessment of an occupation tax is hereby imposed on those businesses and 

practitioners of professions with no location or office in the state if the business' largest dollar volume of business 

in Georgia is in Royston and the business or practitioner has one or more employees or agents who exert 

substantial efforts within the jurisdiction of the city for the purpose of soliciting business or serving customers or 

clients.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-36. Each line of business to be identified on business registration.  
 

The business registration of each business operated in the city shall identify the dominant line of business 

that the business conducts.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-37. Number of business considered operating in city.  
 

Where a person conducts business at more than one fixed location, each location or place shall be 

considered a separate business for the purpose of occupation tax.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-38. Professionals as classified in state law.  
 

Practitioners of professions as described in O.C.G.A. § 48-13-9(c)(1)--(18) shall elect as their entire 

occupation tax one of the following: 

 

  (1) The occupation tax based on number of employees. 

 

  (2) A fee of $100.00 per practitioner who is licensed to provide the service, such tax to be paid at the 

practitioner's office or location; provided, however, that a practitioner paying according to this 

subsection shall not be required to provide information to the local government relating to the 

gross receipts of the business or practitioner. The per practitioner fee applies to each person in the 

business who qualifies as a practitioner under the state's regulatory guidelines and framework. 

 

  (3) This election is to be made on an annual basis and must be done by October 15 of each year.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-39. Practitioners exclusively practicing for the government.  
 

Any practitioner whose office is maintained by and who is employed in practice exclusively by the United 

States, the state, a municipality or county of the state, instrumentalities of the United States, the state or a 

municipality or county of the state, shall not be required to obtain a license or pay an occupation tax for that 

practice.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 
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Sec. 22-40. Purpose and scope.  
 

The occupation tax levied herein is for revenue purposes only and is not for regulatory purposes, nor is the 

payment of the tax made a condition precedent to the practice of any such profession, trade or calling. The 

occupation tax that only applies to those businesses and occupations which are covered by the provisions of 

O.C.G.A. §§ 48-13-5--48-13-26. All other applicable businesses and occupations are taxed by the local 

government pursuant to the pertinent general and/or local law and ordinance.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-41. When tax due and payable; effect of transacting business when tax delinquent. 
 

 (a)  Each such occupation tax shall be for the calendar year 1995 and succeeding calendar years 

thereafter unless otherwise specifically provided. The registration and occupation tax shall be payable January 1 

of each year and shall be delinquent if not paid by March 1 of each year, be subject to penalties for delinquency as 

prescribed in section 22-48. On any new profession, trade or calling begun in the city in 1995 or succeeding years 

thereafter, the registration and tax shall be delinquent if not obtained immediately upon beginning business and a 

penalty imposed. The tax registration herein provided for shall be issued by the treasurer and if any person, firm or 

corporation whose duty it is to obtain a registration shall, after the registration or occupation tax becomes 

delinquent, transact or offer to transact, in the city, any of the kind of profession, trade or calling in this article 

specified without having first obtained such registration, such offender shall, upon the conviction of the city 

judge, be punished by a fine or imprisonment, either or both in the discretion of the city judge. 

 

 (b)  In addition to the above remedies, the marshal may proceed to collect in the same manner as 

provided by law for tax executions.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-42. Allocation of employees of business with multiple intrastate or interstate locations.  
 

For those businesses who have multiple locations inside and outside of the city where the employees can 

be allocated to each location, the employees used to determine the occupational tax assessed will be those 

employees attributed to each city location. Upon request, the business or practitioner with a location or office 

situated in more than one jurisdiction shall provide to the city the following: 

 

  (1) Information necessary to allocate the number of employees of the business or practitioner; and 

 

  (2) Information relating to the allocation of the business' or practitioners' number of employees by 

other local governments.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-43. Exemption on grounds that business operated for charitable purpose.  
 

No business on which a business registration or occupation tax is levied by this article shall be exempt 

from such registration or tax on the ground that such business is operated for a charitable purpose, unless 100 

percent of the entire proceeds from such business are devoted to such purpose.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 
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Sec. 22-44. Evidence of state registration required if applicable; state registration to be displayed. 
 

 (a)  Each person who is licensed by the secretary of state pursuant to O.C.G.A. tit. 43 shall provide 

evidence of proper and current state licensure before the city registration may be issued. 

 

 (b)  Each person who is licensed by the state shall post the state license in a conspicuous place in the 

licensee's place of business and shall keep the license there at all times while the license remains valid.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-45. Evidence of qualification required if applicable.  
 

Any business required to obtain health permits, bonds, certificates of qualification, certificates of 

competency or any other regulatory matter shall first, before the issuance of a city business registration, show 

evidence of such qualification.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-46. Liability of officers and agents; registration required; failure to obtain.  
 

All persons subject to the occupation tax levy pursuant to this article shall be required to obtain the 

necessary registration for such business as described in this article, and in default thereof the officer or agent 

soliciting for or representing such persons shall be subject to the same penalty as other persons who fail to obtain 

a registration. Every person commencing business in the city after January 1 of each year shall likewise obtain the 

registration herein provided for before commencing the same; and any person transacting, or offering to transact 

in the city, any of the kinds of businesses, trade, profession or occupation without first having so obtained such 

registration, shall be subject to penalties provided thereof.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-47. When registration and tax due and payable; effect of transacting business when tax delinquent. 
 

 (a)  Each such registration shall be for the calendar year in which the registration was obtained unless 

otherwise specifically provided. There is hereby imposed a penalty upon each business which fails to apply for 

and obtain an appropriate business registration and pay all tax and fees as provided herein before March 1 of each 

year, on the second day of March of each hereafter. Every person commencing business in the city after January 1 

of each year shall obtain the registration required before commencing such business. Any person transacting or 

offering to transact in the city any business, trade, profession or occupation without first having obtained said 

registration shall be subject to the penalties provided in section 22-48. The penalties shall be in addition to all 

other penalties, civil and criminal herein provided; and may be collected by the remedies herein provided for 

collection of the occupation tax, and shall have the same lien and priority as the occupation tax to which the 

penalty is applied. 

 

 (b)  The registration herein provided for shall be issued by the treasurer, and if any person, firm or 

corporation whose duty it is to obtain a registration shall, after said occupation tax becomes delinquent, transact or 

offer to transact, in the city, any of the kind of business, trade, profession or occupation without having first 

obtained said registration, such offender shall be subject to the penalties provided thereof.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 
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Sec. 22-48. Penalty of article violation.  
 

Any person violating any provisions of this article shall, upon conviction before the city judge, be fined in 

an amount not exceeding that allowed by law or imprisonment, either or both, in the discretion of the city judge.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-49. Treasurer; subpoena and arresting powers.  
 

The city and its duly designated officer and inspectors or its successors shall be classified as deputy 

marshal-business inspector with full subpoena and arresting powers in conjunction with any violation pertaining 

to the business tax ordinance for 1995 (this article) and succeeding years thereafter.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-50. Businesses not covered by this article.  
 

The following businesses are not covered by the provisions of this article but may be assessed an 

occupation tax or other type of tax pursuant to the provisions of other general laws of the state or by act of local 

law. 

 

  (1) Those businesses regulated by the Georgia Public Service Commission. 

 

  (2) Those electrical service businesses organized under O.C.G.A. ch. 3 of tit. 46. 

 

  (3) Any farm operation for the production from or on the land of agricultural products, but not 

including agribusiness. 

 

  (4) Cooperative marketing associations governed by O.C.G.A. § 2-10-105. 

 

  (5) Insurance companies governed by O.C.G.A. § 33-8-8 et seq. 

 

  (6) Motor common carriers governed by O.C.G.A. § 46-7-15. 

 

  (7) Those businesses governed by O.C.G.A. § 48-5-355. 

 

  (8) Agricultural products and livestock raised in the state governed by O.C.G.A. § 48-5-356. 

 

  (9) Depository financial institutions governed by O.C.G.A. § 48-6-93. 

 

  (10) Facilities operated by a charitable trust governed by O.C.G.A. § 48-13-55.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-51. Inapplicable where prohibited or exempted.  
 

An occupation tax shall not apply to a business where such levy is prohibited or exempted by the laws of 

the state or of the United States.  
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(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-52. Payment options for delinquent tax.  
 

The amount of occupation tax shall be payable to the city, at the office of the treasurer, on January 1 of 

each year and delinquent if not paid on or before March 1 each year.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-53. More than one location or line of business.  
 

Where a business is operated at more than one place or where the business includes more than one line, the 

number of employees of each location will be entered on a separate occupation tax return and the tax will be 

calculated at the rate of the dominant line of business conducted by the business identified on a form to be 

furnished by the city.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-54. Returns confidential.  
 

Except in the case of judicial proceedings or other proceedings necessary to collect the occupation tax 

hereby levied, it shall be unlawful for any officer, employee, agent or clerk of the city or any other person to 

divulge or make known in any manner the amount of employees or any particulars set forth or disclosed in any 

occupation tax return required under this article. All contents of such return shall be confidential and open only to 

the officials, employees, agents or clerks of the city using such returns for the purpose of this occupation tax levy 

and the collection of the tax. Independent auditors or bookkeepers employed by the city shall be classed as 

employees. Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the publication by the city officials of statistics, so 

classified as to prevent the identification of particular reports or returns and items thereof, or the inspection of the 

records by duly qualified employees of the tax departments of the state or of the United States, and other local 

governments.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-55. Inspection of books and records.  
 

In any case the treasurer of the city, through its officers, agents, employees or representatives, may inspect 

the books of the business for which the returns are made. The revenue collection officer shall have the right to 

inspect the books or records for the business of which the return was made in the city, and upon demand of the 

treasurer such books or records shall be submitted for inspection by a representative of the city within 30 days. 

Failure of submission of such books or records within 30 days shall be grounds for revocation of the tax 

registration currently existing to do business in the city. Adequate records shall be kept in the city for examination 

by the treasurer at his discretion. If, after examination of the books or records, it is determined that a deficiency 

occurs as a result of under-reporting, a penalty will be assessed for the period delinquent.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-56. Registration to be revoked for certain activities.  
 

Upon the failure of any business to pay the occupation tax or any part thereof before it becomes 

delinquent, or upon failure to permit inspection of its books as provided, any business tax registration granted by 
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the city under this article permitting the owner of such business to do business in the city for the current year shall 

be, ipso facto, revoked. No new business tax registration shall be granted by the city for the operation of a 

business for which any part of the occupation tax herein provided for is at that time unpaid, or to an individual, 

firm or corporation who has failed to submit adequate records as requested by the treasurer in accordance with 

provisions herein. In the case of those practitioners where the local government cannot suspend the right of the 

practitioner to conduct its business, the imposition of civil penalties shall be permitted and pursued by the local 

government in the case of delinquent occupation tax.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-57. Failure to comply; continuing in business after registration revocation.  
 

Any person, their managers, agents or employees, who do business in the city after the registration for 

such business has been revoked as provided in section 22-56; and any persons, their managers, agents or 

employees who refuse to permit an inspection of books in their charge when the officers, agents, employees or 

representatives of the city request such inspection, during the business hours, for the purpose of determining the 

accuracy of the returns herein provided for, shall be subject to penalties provided herein. In the case of those 

practitioners where the local government cannot suspend the right of the practitioner to conduct its business, the 

imposition of civil penalties shall be permitted and pursued by the local government in the case of delinquent 

occupation tax.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-58. Execution for delinquency.  
 

In addition to the other remedies herein provided for the collection of the occupation tax herein levied, the 

treasurer of the city, upon any tax or installment of such tax becoming delinquent and remaining unpaid, shall 

issue execution for the correct amount of such tax against the persons, partnership or corporation liable for such 

tax, which execution shall bear interest at the rate of 18 percent per annum from the date when such tax or 

installment becomes delinquent, and the lien shall cover the property (in the city) of the person, partnership or 

corporation liable for such tax, all as provided by the ordinances and Charter of the city and the laws of the state. 

The lien of such occupation tax shall become fixed on and date from the time when such tax or any installment 

thereof becomes delinquent. The execution shall be levied by the city clerk of the city upon the property of 

defendant located in the city, and sufficient property shall be advertised and sold to pay the amount of such 

execution, with interest and costs. All other proceedings in relation thereto shall be had as is provided by 

ordinances and Charter of the city and the laws of the state, and the defendant in such execution shall have rights 

of defense, by affidavit of illegality and otherwise, which are provided by the Charter of the city and the laws of 

the state in regard to tax executions. When a nulla bona entry has been entered by proper authority upon an 

execution issued by the treasurer against any person defaulting on the occupation tax, the person against whom 

the entry was made shall not be allowed or entitled to have or collect any fees or charges whatsoever for services 

rendered after the entry of the nulla bona. If, at any time after the entry of nulla bona has been made, the person 

against whom the execution issues pays the tax in full together with all interest and costs accrued on the tax, the 

person may collect any fees and charges due him or her as though he or she had never defaulted in the payment of 

the taxes.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-59. Amendment, repeal of article.  
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This article shall be subject to amendment or repeal, in whole or in part, at any time, and no such 

amendment or repeal shall be construed to deny the right of the council to assess and collect any of the taxes or 

other charges prescribed. Such amendment may increase or lower the amounts and tax rates of any occupation and 

may change the classification thereof. The payment of any occupation tax provided for shall not be construed as 

prohibiting the levy or collection by the city of additional occupation taxes upon the same person, property or 

business.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-60. Applications of article to prior ordinance.  
 

This article does not repeal or affect the force of any part of any ordinance heretofore passed where taxes 

levied under such prior ordinance have not been paid in full. So much and such parts of ordinances heretofore and 

hereinafter passed as provided for the issuing and enforcing of execution for any tax or assessment required by 

such ordinances, or that imposed fines or penalties for the nonpayment of such tax, or for failure to pay regulatory 

fees provided for in such ordinance or ordinances, or failure to comply with any other provisions hereof, shall 

continue and remain in force until such tax, regulatory fee or assessment shall be fully paid.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-61. Enforcement of article.  
 

It is hereby made the duty of the treasurer and police department to see that the provisions of this article 

relating to occupation taxes are observed, and to summon all violators of the same to appear before the recorder's 

court. It is hereby made the further duty of the treasurer, chief of police, members of the police department, and 

their assistants, to inspect all registrations issued by the city, as often as in their judgment it may seem necessary to 

determine whether the registration held is the proper one for the business sought to be transacted thereunder.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-62. Article to remain in full force and effect until changed by council.  
 

This article shall remain in full force and effect until changed by amendment adopted by the council. All 

provisions hereto relating to any form of tax herein levied shall remain in full force and effect until such taxes 

have been paid in full.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-63. Public hearing required before tax increase.  
 

After January 1, 1996, the city council shall conduct at least one public hearing before adopting any 

ordinance or resolution which will increase the rate of occupation tax as set forth in this article.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-64. Option to establish exemption or reduction in tax.  
 

The council may by subsequent ordinance or resolution provide for an exemption or reduction in 

occupation tax to one or more types of businesses or practitioners of occupations or professions as part of a plan 

for economic development or attracting or encouraging selected types of businesses or practitioners of selected 

occupations or professions. Such exemptions or reductions in occupation tax shall not be arbitrary or capricious 
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and the reasons shall be set forth in the minutes of the governing authority or a plan.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-65. Conflicts between specific and general provisions.  
 

Where there is an apparent conflict in this article between specific and general provisions, it is the 

intention hereof that the specific shall control.  

(Ord. of 11-14-95, § 1) 

 

Secs. 22-66--22-69. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE III.  
 

PAWNSHOPS 
 

Sec. 22-70. Definitions. 
 

 (a)  Pawn or pledge. A bailment of personal property as security for any debt or engagement, 

redeemable upon certain terms and with the power of sale on default. 

 

 (b)  Pawnshop. Any business wherein a substantial part thereof is to take or receive, by way of pledge, 

pawn, consignment or exchange, any goods, wares, merchandise, or any kind of personal property whatever, as 

security for the repayment of money lent thereon. 

 

 (c)  Employee. 

 

  (1) Any owner or pawnbroker who, in the performance of his or her duties or the management of the 

business affairs of a pawnshop, comes into contact with members of the public; or 

 

  (2) Any person working for an owner or pawnbroker; or 

 

  (3) Any person who is employed on a part-time or full-time basis, either with or without remuneration, 

by a pawnshop. 

 

 (d)  Pawnbroker. Any person, whether an owner or not, who works in a pawnshop on a regular basis 

and in a managerial capacity whereby he or she has charge of the business or daily operations of the pawnshop, 

and whose business or occupation it is to take or receive, by way of pledge, pawn, or exchange, any goods, wares, 

or merchandise, or any kind of personal property whatever, as security for the repayment of money lent thereon.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-71. Annual permit required.  
 

All persons before beginning the business of operating a pawnshop or similar place where money is 

advanced on goods or other effects, or merchandise of any kind is taken in pawn, shall first file an application with 

the city clerk for an annual permit to conduct such business. The issuance of said permit will be based on a 

criminal history background investigation of the applicant. The cost of the permit/criminal history background 
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investigation shall be $100.00, or a fee established by the mayor and council. This fee is imposed to cover 

investigative expenses and/or administrative costs associated with issuing an initial permit for all owners. In the 

event an owner has more than one pawnshop, then each location will be assessed the above fee. This fee is 

non-refundable in the event an applicant, for any reason, is not issued a permit and/or an occupational tax 

certificate. Owners are required to renew the permit upon expiration thereof and shall be required to pay a renewal 

fee established by the mayor and council of the city.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-72. Permit prerequisite to issuance of occupational tax certificate.  
 

No occupation tax certificate required by this chapter shall be granted to any person until a permit required 

by section 22-71, annual permit required of this chapter has been issued or approved by the city clerk.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-73. Application for permit.  
 

The application for the annual permit required by section 22-71, annual permit required, shall state the 

street number and address at which the business is proposed to be operated. The application shall contain the full 

name, address, phone number, date of birth, photograph, and social security number of all persons, including 

pawnbrokers and employees, having any interest in the proposed business, plus any additional information, 

including fingerprints, deemed necessary by the city clerk, city manager, or chief of police.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-74. Regulation as to employees and managers.  
 

No person shall be employed by a pawnshop in any capacity until such person is found to be in compliance 

with the qualifications as described in this section and has paid a fee which shall be established by the mayor and 

council. Upon complying with the requirements of this ordinance, a permit card authorizing such person to be a 

pawnshop employee will be issued. Each employee and/or manager will be required to renew the permit card 

annually. The permit card and occupation tax certificate will expire annually, on the date established generally for 

expiration of the occupation tax certificate. All persons having any interest in the proposed business including 

each owner, employee, manager and pawnbroker shall while on the pawn shop premises, have in their possession 

and available for inspection said permit card. It shall be the duty of the pawnbroker to insure compliance with the 

provisions of this section.  

 

The following qualifications shall apply to all employees and managers: 

 

  (1) No permit shall be issued until such time as a signed application has been filed with the city clerk 

or her designee and a search of the criminal record of the person completed. Said application shall 

include the applicant's name, fingerprints, social security number, date of birth, and prior arrest 

record; though an applicant's arrest record shall be used for investigative purposes only and shall 

not give rise to a presumption or inference of guilt. Due to the inclusion of arrest information, all 

applications shall be regarded as confidential and shall not be produced for public inspection 

without a court order. Applicant must also provide positive identification (only official 

government issued picture identification accepted, e.g. driver's license, passport, military card, or 

state I.D. card). 
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  (2) The city clerk or her designee shall conduct a complete and exhaustive search relative to any police 

record of the applicant. 

 

  (3) In the event that applicant is qualified for employment in a pawnshop under this section and there 

is no record of a violation of this ordinance, the city clerk or her designee shall issue a permit to the 

applicant, by mail, stating that the person is eligible for employment. If it is found that the person is 

not qualified for a permit and therefore ineligible for employment in a pawnshop, the city clerk or 

her designee shall notify the person, in writing, that they are not eligible for employment, the cause 

of such denial and their right to appeal. 

 

  (4) No person who has been convicted or plead guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere to any 

crime involving moral turpitude, illegal gambling, or any felonies, or any crime involving theft or 

fraudulent practices shall be issued a permit.  

 

For purposes of this section, a conviction or plea of guilt or nolo contendere entered under the 

Georgia First Offender Act, O.C.G.A. §42-8-60, et seq., shall be ignored. Provided, however, that 

any such offense shall not be ignored where the defendant violated any term of probation imposed 

by the court granting first offender status or committed another crime and the sentencing court 

entered an adjudication of guilt as to the crime for which the defendant had previously been 

sentenced as a first offender. 

 

  (5) No person shall be issued a permit if it is determined that the person falsified, concealed, or 

misrepresented any material fact by any device, trick, or scheme while making application to the 

city clerk for a pawnshop permit under this section.  

 

If it is determined that a person is in violation of this subsection and a permit is denied for this 

reason, then 15 calendar days must elapse from date of notification per certified mailing before a 

new application and fee may be resubmitted. 

 

  (6) All permits issued through administrative error can be terminated and seized by the city clerk or 

her designee. 

 

  (7) Replacement permits will be issued within 30 days of original date, upon paying one-half ( 1/2) of 

the fee charged for pawnshop permits. After 30 days of original application date, a new application 

and fee must be submitted. 

 

  (8) All permits issued hereunder remain the property of the city and shall be produced for inspection 

upon the demand of any officer or designee of the city. 

 

  (9) No pawnshop owner shall allow any employee or manager to work on the premises unless the 

employee or manager has in their possession a current valid city permit. For new employees, a 

receipt issued by the city clerk permit unit may be used for a maximum of 30 days from the date of 

issue. Pawnshop owners are required by this ordinance to inspect and verify that each employee or 

manager has in their possession a valid current pawnshop permit.  
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Issuance of this fee receipt shall allow the applicant to work in the position applied for only until 

such time as the required criminal history background investigation is completed. The temporary 

privilege conferred by issuance of this fee receipt shall expire immediately upon completion of 

such background investigation. If the background investigation indicates that the applicant does 

not meet the requirements for issuance of a pawnshop permit, the applicant may appeal the denial 

of the permit as provided in this chapter. However, issuance of this fee receipt and the temporary 

privilege granted thereby shall not be construed as conferring any right or privilege to the applicant 

to continue working in the position for which the permit sought during the pendency of the appeal 

from the denial of a permit under this article. 

 

  (10) It shall be the duty of all persons holding a pawnshop occupation tax certificate to file with the city 

clerk or her designee the name of the establishment, the occupation tax certificate number and a list 

of all employees, including their date of birth, social security number, home address and home 

telephone numbers, twice annually, during the month of June and again during the month of 

December. 

 

  (11) If it is determined that any person issued a pawnshop permit has falsified, concealed, or 

misrepresented any material fact by any device, trick, or scheme in the application for the 

pawnshop permit, said permit shall be revoked and canceled. 

 

  (12) City employees who are directly involved in the issuance of pawnshop permits or in the regulation 

of pawnshops shall not be eligible for a permit.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-75. Denial, suspension or revocation of a permit.  
 

A permit may be denied, suspended or revoked by the city clerk or her designee where the pawnbroker or 

employee furnishes fraudulent or untruthful information in the application for a permit or fails to meet all 

qualifications set forth under the provisions of this ordinance.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-76. Hearings for denial, suspension or revocation of permit.  
 

No permit shall be denied, suspended or revoked without the opportunity for a hearing as hereinafter 

provided. 

 

  (1) The city clerk or her designee shall provide written notice to the applicant of his or her order to 

deny, suspend or revoke the permit. Such written notification shall set forth in reasonable detail the 

reasons for such action and shall notify the applicant of the right to appeal under the provisions of 

this ordinance. Any applicant who is aggrieved or adversely affected by a final action of the city 

clerk may have a review thereof by appeal to the mayor and council.  

 

Such appeal shall be by written petition, filed in the office of the city clerk within 15 days after the 

final order or action of the city clerk and in order to defray administrative costs, must be 

accompanied by a filing fee of $100.00. The city clerk, at her discretion, may waive or reduce the 

filing fee amount if it is determined the fee would create a hardship on the individual filing said 
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appeal. The mayor and council may, at the request of the appellant, refund the filing fee by a 

majority vote. 

 

  (2) A hearing shall be conducted on each appeal within 30 days of the date of filing with the city clerk 

unless a continuance of such date is agreed to by the appellant and the mayor and council. The 

appellant at such hearing shall have the right to be represented by an attorney, at the expense of the 

appellant, and to present evidence and cross-examine witnesses. Should the appellant desire an 

official transcript of the appeal proceedings, then such request must be made at least three days 

prior to such hearing. The appellant shall have the burden of proof on any such appeal. Before 

hearing an appeal, the mayor and each member of the city council shall sign an affidavit to be part 

of the record that he or she is not related to or personal friends with any owner of the establishment 

in question in the appeal being considered and that he or she has no financial interest in the 

outcome of the appeal. Should any member be unable to sign such an affidavit, that member shall 

not serve on that appeal and the case shall be heard by the remaining members of the mayor and 

council. 

 

  (3) The findings of the mayor and council shall be forwarded to the city clerk within 15 days after the 

conclusion of the hearing, and it shall be the duty of the city clerk to notify the appellant of the 

action of the mayor and council.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-77. Occupation tax certificate applications, renewals and qualifications. 
 

 (a)  All persons, firms or corporations desiring to engage in the business, trade or occupation of a 

pawnshop shall, before engaging in such business, trade or profession, make application for an occupation tax 

certificate in the form and manner prescribed by section 22-31 et seq. of the Code. 

 

 (b)  The application shall include but shall not be limited to the information required on all occupation 

tax returns, along with the following additional information: 

 

  (1) Full name, date of birth, address and social security number of applicant. 

 

  (2) Full name(s), dates of birth and social security numbers of any other persons having an ownership 

interest in the business. In the case of a corporation, this list shall include owners of ten percent or 

more of the common or preferred stock. 

 

  (3) Full names, dates of birth and social security numbers and titles of corporate officers where 

appropriate. 

 

  (4) Full names, addresses, telephone numbers, dates of birth, title and social security numbers of 

individuals to be employed. 

 

  (5) A copy of the Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms license where applicable.  

 

All occupation tax certificates granted under the provisions of this chapter shall expire annually, on the date 

established generally for expiration of the occupation tax certificates.  
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Certificate holders who desire to renew their certificates shall file the application with the applicable fees with the 

city clerk on the form prescribed for renewal of the certificate for the following year. Applications for renewal 

must be filed on or before the annual deadline provided for all businesses for filing of renewal applications, with 

payment of tax being due on the date or dates set for occupation taxes generally. All occupation tax certificates 

granted hereunder shall be for the full calendar year and are not subject to proration.  

 

It shall be the duty of the renewal applicant to obtain renewal permits as required by this chapter. 

 

 (c)  The following occupation tax certificate qualifications shall also apply: 

 

  (1) No occupation tax certificate required by this chapter shall be granted to any person who is not a 

citizen of the United States or registered resident alien. Where the owner-applicant is a partnership 

or corporation, the provisions of this chapter shall apply to all its partners, officers, manager and 

majority stockholders. 

 

  (2) Where the applicant is a corporation, a certificate will be issued jointly to the corporation, 

president or chief executive officer and to the majority stockholder. Where the applicant is a 

partnership, the certificate may be issued to a partner or general partner. 

 

  (3) An occupation tax certificate for the practices listed herein may not be issued where the applicant 

has been convicted or plead guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere, and has been released from 

parole or probation, to any crime involving moral turpitude, illegal gambling, or have been 

convicted of any felonies, or any crime involving theft or fraudulent practices within a period of 

five years immediately prior to the filing of such application, At the time an application is 

submitted for any pawnshop occupation tax certificate, the applicant shall, by duly sworn affidavit, 

certify that neither the applicant, nor any of the other owners of the establishment, has been 

convicted or has plead guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere to any crime involving moral 

turpitude, illegal gambling, or have been convicted of any felonies, or any crime involving theft or 

fraudulent practices. Should any applicant, partner or officer engaged in operating a pawnshop, 

after a certificate has been granted, be convicted or plead guilty or enter a plea of nolo contendere 

to any crime involving moral turpitude, illegal gambling, or any felony, or any crime involving 

theft or fraudulent practices, the certificate and/or permit shall be immediately revoked or 

canceled.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-78. Suspension or revocation of occupation tax certificate. 
 

 (a)  A certificate may be suspended or revoked by the city clerk where the certificate holder furnishes 

fraudulent or untruthful information in the application for a certificate and failing to pay all fees, taxes or other 

charges imposed under the provisions of this ordinance. 

 

 (b)  The city clerk shall revoke the certificate for any premises where goods are pawned during a 

period of suspension. 

 

 (c)  The city clerk may suspend or revoke the certificate for any establishment which does not meet the 
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qualifications set forth in this ordinance any time such knowledge becomes known to him/her. 

 

 (d)  An act or omission of a certificate holder, owner of more than 20 percent interest in the 

establishment, or employee of the certificate holder or establishment willingly or knowingly performed, which 

constitutes a violation of federal or state law or of any provision of this ordinance will subject the certificate 

holder to suspension or revocation of its certificate in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, when the 

city clerk determines to her own satisfaction that the act or omission did occur, regardless of whether any criminal 

prosecution or conviction ensues. Provided, however, in the case of an employee, the city clerk or her designee 

must determine that the acts of the employee were known to or under reasonable circumstances should have been 

known to the certificate holder, were condoned by the certificate holder, or where the certificate holder has not 

established practices or procedures to prevent the violation from occurring. 

 

 (e)  The city clerk may suspend or revoke the certificate of any establishment whenever it can be 

shown that a certificate holder no longer maintains adequate financial responsibility upon which issuance of the 

certificate was conditioned or whenever the certificate holder has defaulted in any obligation of any kind 

whatsoever, lawfully owing to the county. 

 

 (f)  Wherever this ordinance permits the city clerk to suspend any certificate issued hereunder but does 

not mandate the period of such suspension, such discretion shall be exercised within the guidelines of this 

subsection; 

 

  (1) No suspension shall be for a period of time longer than the time remaining on such certificate. 

 

  (2) The following factors shall be considered on any revocation or suspension as set out above; 

 

  a. Consistency of penalties mandated by this article and those set by the city council. 

 

  b. Likelihood of deterring future wrongdoing. 

 

  c. Impact of the offense on the community. 

 

  d. Any mitigating circumstances or remedial or corrective steps taken by certificate holder. 

 

  e. Any aggravating circumstances or failure by the certificate holder to take remedial or 

corrective steps.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-79. Hearings for the denial, suspension or revocation of certificate.  
 

No certificate shall be denied, suspended or revoked without the opportunity for a hearing as hereinafter 

provided. 

 

  (1) The city clerk shall provide written notice to the applicant or certificate holder of his or her order to 

deny, suspend or revoke the certificate. Such written notification shall set forth in reasonable detail 

the reasons for such action and shall notify the applicant or certificate holder of the right to appeal 

under the provisions of this ordinance. Any applicant or certificate holder who is aggrieved or 
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adversely affected by a final action of the city clerk may have a review thereof by appeal to the 

mayor and council.  

 

Such appeal shall be by written petition, filed in the office of the city clerk within 15 days after the 

final order or action of the city clerk and in order to defray administrative costs, must be 

accompanied by a filing fee of ($500.00). The city clerk, at her discretion, may waive or reduce the 

filing fee amount if it is determined the fee would create a hardship on the individual filing said 

appeal. The mayor and council may, at the request of the appellant, refund the filing fee by a 

majority vote. 

 

  (2) A hearing shall be conducted on each appeal within 30 days of the date of filing with the city clerk 

unless a continuance of such date is agreed to by the appellant and the mayor and council. The 

appellant at such hearing shall have the right to be represented by an attorney, at the expense of the 

appellant, and to present evidence and cross-examine witnesses. Should the appellant desire an 

official transcript of the appeal proceedings, then such request must be made at least three days 

prior to such hearing. The appellant shall have the burden of proof on any such appeal. Before 

hearing an appeal, the mayor and each member of the city council shall sign an affidavit to be part 

of the record that he or she is not related to or personal friends with the appellant or any owner of 

the establishment in question in the appeal being considered and that he or she has no financial 

interest in the outcome of the appeal. Should any member be unable to sign such an affidavit, that 

member shall not serve on that appeal and the case shall be heard by the remaining members of the 

mayor and council. 

 

  (3) The findings of the mayor and council shall be forwarded to the city clerk within 15 days after the 

conclusion of the hearing, and it shall be the duty of the city clerk to notify the appellant of the 

action of the mayor and council. 

 

  (4) The findings of the mayor and council shall be final unless appealed within 30 days of the date of 

said finding by certiorari to the superior court of the county.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99)  

 

Sec. 22-80. Records and information to be maintained: inspection by city.  
 

All pawnbrokers shall maintain records into which an accurate description of all property pledged, traded, 

or sold to them shall be entered. Such description shall include to the extent possible the name of the maker of the 

article, any identifying mark or number, including the serial number, and a statement of the kind of material of 

which it is made. In such records there shall be entered also the full name and address of the person by whom same 

was deposited or sold, and the day and time when the same was done. These entries shall be made as soon after the 

transaction as is possible, in no event more than one hour thereafter. The pawnbroker shall photograph, with 

35mm film, the person pawning the merchandise, with the photograph showing the pawnbroker's ticket and/or 

transaction number. The pawnbroker shall also obtain the signature of the person pawning the merchandise.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-81. Photograph; driver's license number; social security number to secure; exception; offense. 
 

 (a)  Identification, etc., required. In addition to other records and information as called for, the 
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pawnbroker shall require the customer to show identification prior to conducting a transaction. The customer 

must show a government issued photo identification such as a driver's license or passport unless the customer has 

conducted business in the last 90 days and has previously shown identification as required in this section. 

 

 (b)  Photograph required. In addition to the other records and information as called for, the 

pawnbroker shall photograph each customer, using 35mm film, with the photograph showing the pawnbroker's 

ticket and/or transaction number. This photograph shall be reduced to a negative form and maintained by the 

pawnbroker as a permanent record for a period of four years.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-82. Articles not to be disposed of for 30 days after acquisition.  
 

All goods taken in pawn and/or purchased shall be held for at least 30 days before disposing of same by 

sale, transfer, shipment, or otherwise. The word "goods" being used here in the broadest sense to include all kinds 

of personal property.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-83. Dealing with minors.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any pawnbroker, his or her agents or employees, to receive in pawn, from minors, 

goods of any character or description. A minor, for the purpose of this section, is an individual 17 years of age or 

under.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-84. Responsibility for enforcement.  
 

The city police department shall have the responsibility for the enforcement of this article. Sworn officers 

of the city police department and civilian employees designated by the city council shall have the authority to 

inspect establishments licensed under this article during the hours in which the premises are open for business. 

These inspections shall be made for the purpose of verifying compliance with the requirements of this article and 

state law. This section is not intended to limit the authority of any other city officer to conduct inspections 

authorized by other provisions of the city Code.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Sec. 22-85. Penalty for violation.  
 

Any person, firm, company, corporation or other entity who violates any provision of this article may be 

subject to arrest or summoned to appear in the city recorder's court and upon conviction or other finding of guilt, 

be punished by a fine of up to $1,000.00 or 60 days imprisonment, or both.  

(Ord. of 6-8-99) 

 

Secs. 22-86--22-94. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE IV.  
 

REGULATORY FEES*  
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__________  

*  Editors Note: An ordinance adopted Sept. 9, 2005, supplied provisions to be added to this Code as §§ 22-75--22-81. In order to 

preserved the numbering system of the Code and facilitate use of this Code, at the discretion of the editor, these provisions have been 

redesignated as §§ 22-95--22-101. 
__________  

 

Sec. 22-95. Definitions.  
 

The following words, terms and phrases shall, for the purposes of this chapter, have the following 

meaning:  

 

Regulatory fees means payments, whether designated as license fees, permits fees, or by any other name, 

which are required by the city to approximate the cost of regulatory activity by the city. The regulatory fee does 

not include an administrative fee or registration fee. Regulatory fees do not include development impact fees as 

defined by subsection (8) of Code section 36-71-2 [O.C.G.A.] other costs or conditions of zoning or land 

development or local alcoholic beverage license fees authorized by Title 3 of the O.C.G.A.  

 

Regulatory fee certificate means a document issued by the city acknowledging payment of a regulatory 

fee.  

(Ord. of 9-9-2005, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-96. Regulatory fee. 
 

 (a)  Businesses and individuals engaging in the occupations or businesses set forth in Exhibit A, as 

listed in O.C.G.A. § 48-13-9(b)(1-31), must pay a non-refundable regulatory fee in accordance with the rate set 

forth in Exhibit B attached hereto. 

 

 (b)  If a business or individual initially engages in an activity regulated by the city on or after July 1 in 

any year, the regulatory fee for the remaining portion of the year shall be 50 percent of the regulatory fee for the 

entire year. 

 

 (c)  Every business, individual and location subject to payment of a regulatory fee levied by this article 

shall display a current regulatory fee certificate in a conspicuous place at the location for which such certificate 

was issued. If the taxpayer does not have a permanent location within the city, the regulatory fee certificate or an 

unaltered duplicate of such certificate shall be shown to any police or code enforcement officer upon request.  

(Ord. of 9-9-2005, § 1) 
 Editors Note: Exhibit A is on file and available for inspection in the office of the city clerk. 
 

Sec. 22-97. Exemptions.  
 

The following groups shall be exempt from paying regulatory fees: 

 

  (a) Disabled veterans of any war or armed conflict in which any branch of the United States armed 

forces was involved, whether under United States command or otherwise; 

 

  (b) Blind persons; 

 



Code of Ordinances Royston Ga 
 

  (c) Veterans of peacetime service in the United States armed forces who have a disability that was 

incurred during the time of service; 

 

  (d) A local board of education; and 

 

  (e) Any state or local authority, nonprofit organization, or vendor acting pursuant to a contract with a 

tax-exempt agricultural fair.  

(Ord. of 9-9-2005, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-98. Date due; penalty and interest. 
 

 (a)  Regulatory fees authorized by this article shall be paid before commencing business or the practice 

of a profession as a condition precedent for transacting business, or practicing a profession. 

 

 (b)  Regulatory fees may be paid after commencing business or the practice of a profession when: 

 

  (1) The work done or services provided are necessary for the health and safety of one or more 

individuals; 

 

  (2) The work done or services provided have no adverse effect on any other person; and 

 

  (3) Regulatory fees are tendered to the local government within two business days after commencing 

business or the practice of a profession. 

 

 (c)  Any individual, business or practitioner subject to any regulatory fee imposed by this article which 

is unpaid for 90 days after the date on which payment was due, shall be subject to a penalty of ten percent of the 

tax or fee due; and interest at the rate of 1.5 percent per month.  

(Ord. of 9-9-2005, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-99. Filing returns; other information required or requested.  
 

Individuals, businesses and practitioners doing business in the city shall submit to the city clerk or make 

available to the city such information as may be required or requested by the city to determine the applicability 

and amount of the regulatory fee or to facilitate levying or collection of the regulatory fee(s).  

(Ord. of 9-9-2005, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-100. Enforcement; violations. 
 

 (a)  It is the duty of the code enforcement officer and/or the police chief to administer and enforce the 

provisions of this article, to perform all functions necessary to administer and enforce this article and to summon 

violators of this article to appear before the municipal court. The code enforcement officer or the police chief may 

issue executions against individuals, businesses and practitioners for taxes or fees, which are due, and owing; any 

penalty imposed by section 22-98; and any interest imposed by section. 

 

 (b)  The code enforcement officer shall issue executions against individuals, businesses and 

practitioners for taxes or fees which are due and owing, penalties, or interest. Such executions shall bear interest at 
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the rate authorized by O.C.G.A. § 48-2-40 or, if such statute should be repealed, one percent per month. The lien 

shall cover the property of the individual, business or practitioner liable for payment of the delinquent regulatory 

fee and become fixed as of the date and time the regulatory fee became delinquent. The execution shall be levied 

by the code enforcement officer or the police chief of the city upon property of the delinquent tax or fee payer 

located in the city and sufficient property shall be advertised and sold to pay the amount of the execution, 

including penalty, interest and costs. All other proceedings in relation thereto shall be as provided by the Code and 

Charter of the city and the laws of Georgia. The defendants at execution shall have the rights of defense, by 

affidavit of illegality of the tax or otherwise as provided by the Charter of the city and the laws of Georgia in 

regard to tax executions. 

 

 (c)  Individuals, businesses and practitioners who fail or refuse to pay any regulatory fee charged 

pursuant to this ordinance shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $500.00. 

 

 (d)  Individuals, businesses and practitioners who fail or refuse to make available truthful and accurate 

information the city requests or requires for determining applicability or amount of regulatory fee, or for levying 

or collecting such regulatory fee shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $500.00 and imprisonment for a period 

not exceeding 60 days. 

 

 (e)  All persons subject to the regulatory fee imposed by this article shall be required to file for and pay 

such tax or fee. For failure to do so, any officers or agents soliciting for or obtaining business for such person, 

business or practitioner shall be subject to the same penalty as other persons, businesses or practitioners who fail 

to obtain the required certificate or make a return for or pay the applicable regulatory fee.  

(Ord. of 9-9-2005, § 1) 

 

Sec. 22-101. Administrative remedies. 
 

 (a)  A civil action to enforce the limitation on regulatory fees may be filed after the exhaustion of 

administrative remedies. The prevailing party in such an action shall be awarded reasonable attorney's fees. 

 

 (b)  In the event that a business or practitioner subjected to regulatory fees pursuant to this ordinance 

deems such fees to exceed the reasonable cost of the regulatory activity performed, the business or practitioner 

shall appeal the cost of the regulatory fees to the municipal court. This court shall determine if the fees exceed the 

reasonable cost of the regulatory activity, and, if so, the court shall impose a fee that does approximate the 

reasonable cost of the activity. 

 

 (c)  In the event that the business or practitioner wishes to appeal the decision of the court, the business 

or practitioner shall appeal that decision to the full city council. If the city council determines that the decision 

made by the municipal court is erroneous, the city council shall overrule that decision and determine a fee that 

approximates the cost of the service provided.  

(Ord. of 9-9-2005, § 1)  
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  Chapters 23--25 
 

RESERVED 
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  Chapter 26 
 

CEMETERIES*  
__________  

*  Cross References: Offenses and miscellaneous provisions, ch. 42; parks and recreation, ch. 46. 
 State Law References: Criminal trespass and damage to property, O.C.G.A. § 16-7-20 et seq.; abandoned cemeteries and 

burial grounds, O.C.G.A. § 36-72-1 et seq.; Georgia Cemetery Act of 1983, O.C.G.A. § 44-3-130 et seq. 
__________  

 

 
Sec. 26-1. Management and supervision. 
Sec. 26-2. Superintendent of municipal cemeteries. 
Sec. 26-3. Purchase and conveyance of lots. 
Sec. 26-4. Rules for interment. 
Sec. 26-5. Outside enclosure required. 
Sec. 26-6. Restrictions on use. 
Sec. 26-7. General regulations. 
Sec. 26-8. Authority of city to regulate.  

 

 

Sec. 26-1. Management and supervision.  
 

The responsibility for the management, operation, maintenance and general supervision of all municipal 

cemeteries shall be vested in the department of administration.  

(Code 1984, § 24-101) 

 

Sec. 26-2. Superintendent of municipal cemeteries. 
 

 (a)  Appointment. The city manager shall appoint a superintendent of municipal cemeteries, which 

officer shall be subject to removal at any time by the city manager. 

 

 (b)  Duties. The superintendent of municipal cemeteries shall have the following duties: 

 

  (1) To look after and take proper care of all municipal cemeteries and see that no lot in any cemetery is 

used or occupied in violation of this chapter or of any rule or regulation promulgated by the mayor 

and council. 

 

  (2) To keep full and detailed accounts of the receipts and expenditures on account of the municipal 

cemeteries, and at least once a month to turn over to the city treasurer all monies collected on such 

accounts. 

 

  (3) To see to the digging of graves and to the proper interring of the dead when called upon to do so.  

(Code 1984, § 24-102) 

 

Sec. 26-3. Purchase and conveyance of lots. 
 

 (a)  Lot valuation. The city council shall place a value upon all unsold lots in the municipal cemeteries, 
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and shall record such valuations on an official map or plan of each cemetery, which maps shall be kept on file, 

open to public inspection, in the office of the superintendent of municipal cemeteries. 

 

 (b)  Method of purchase. Any person desiring to purchase an easement in a particular lot or lots, for the 

purpose for which it is intended, shall be permitted to do so upon payment of the price fixed for such lot or upon 

making arrangements, according to rules and regulations that may be established by the department of public 

works, for the purchase of such lot or lots on an installment plan. There shall be no discrimination in the sale of 

lots on any basis. 

 

 (c)  Manner of conveying. Conveyances of burial lots shall be executed in the name of the city by the 

mayor and city clerk and have affixed thereto the seal of the city. Such conveyances shall not convey fee simple 

title, but shall convey to the purchaser of each burial lot an easement for the exclusive right of interment and 

sepulcher in such lot; shall state the maximum number of graves allowed on each such burial lot as shown by the 

plat; and, by reference therein made, shall convey each lot subject to all the provisions of this chapter as fully as if 

set out in each such conveyance. 

 

 (d)  Recordation of deed. At the time the city conveys any burial lot, the city clerk, in addition to 

collecting the purchase price thereof, shall collect from the purchaser an amount sufficient to have such 

conveyance recorded in the clerk's office, county superior court, and shall have the conveyance so recorded before 

delivery thereof to the purchaser. No sale or transfer of any such burial lot or any right therein, nor any 

subdividing of any burial lot by any purchaser or those claiming under him, shall be valid unless approved in 

writing by the city or until the deed of transfer and such written approval are recorded in the clerk's office of the 

county superior court. 

 

 (e)  Records of ownership. The city manager shall keep full and complete records of the ownership of 

all lot easements in the municipal cemeteries, of the burial capacity of each lot, of the location of each grave, of 

the names and ages of the persons buried in each grave that has been or shall hereafter be used, and of the date of 

burial of each. 

 

 (f)  Sale or transfer by owner. Owners of lots shall not be permitted to sell or transfer lots without the 

written consent and approval of the city manager.  

(Code 1984, § 24-103) 

 

Sec. 26-4. Rules for interment.  
 

No deceased person shall be interred in any municipal cemetery until the superintendent of municipal 

cemeteries has found: 

 

  (1) That the lot in which burial is to be made has been fully paid for; 

 

  (2) That the person arranging for the burial has the right to the use of the lot; 

 

  (3) That the lot is not used beyond its capacity; and 

 

  (4) That proper record is made of the name and age of the deceased person and of the exact location of 

the grave.  
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(Code 1984, § 24-104) 

 

Sec. 26-5. Outside enclosure required.  
 

The grave for all interments shall include an outside enclosure of steel or concrete to contain the casket. 

 

Sec. 26-6. Restrictions on use. 
 

 (a)  Fences, enclosures. No curbing, fencing or enclosure of any sort shall be erected on, in or around 

any burial lot in the cemetery, but the city reserves the right to erect curbing along the walks and driveways if it so 

desires. 

 

 (b)  Plantings. The planting of flowers and shrubs or any other effort to improve or beautify any lot 

within a municipal cemetery shall be done only after the plans for such work shall have been submitted to the 

department of public works and approved thereby. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to prohibit 

the decoration or adornment of any grave site with potted or cut flowers or plants. 

 

 (c)  Stones and monuments. Owners of cemetery lot easements shall have the right to erect proper 

stones or monuments marking the burial site, except that no slab shall be set other than in a horizontal position and 

flush with the ground. 

 

  (1) Headstones shall not exceed two feet in height above the ground and 18 inches in width and shall 

be set in a solid concrete foundation. 

 

  (2) Monuments of cut stone or marble shall not exceed ten feet in height and the erection of same must 

be authorized and supervised by the superintendent of municipal cemeteries. 

 

 (d)  Mausoleums. Mausoleums may be placed on the burial lots designated on the plat of a municipal 

cemetery as memorial lots, by the holders thereof, subject to the following conditions: 

 

  (1) Before erecting any mausoleum, the holder of the lot shall furnish complete plans and 

specifications to the city clerk, for submission to the department of public works, together with 

application for permission to construct; and no mausoleum shall be erected until the application is 

approved. 

 

  (2) A mausoleum shall be situated from the front line of the lot on which it is placed at a distance not 

less than the depth of the structure itself, and from all other sides of the lot at a distance equal to the 

greatest height of the structure. 

 

  (3) No bodies shall be placed in any such mausoleum except in sealed caskets and in hermetically 

sealed compartments.  

(Code 1984, § 24-105) 

 

Sec. 26-7. General regulations. 
 

 (a)  Trees and shrubs. No tree or shrub shall be planted, removed, cut down or destroyed within the 
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borders of any burial lot, walks or lawn spaces, without the consent of the superintendent of municipal cemeteries. 

 

 (b)  Injury to monuments. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, deface or in any manner injure 

any monument, enclosure, mausoleum or ornament thereof within any municipal cemetery. 

 

 (c)  Discharging firearms. It shall be unlawful for any person to shoot any gun, pistol or other firearm 

within any municipal cemetery except at a funeral ceremony. 

 

 (d)  Depositing offensive matter. It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit on any part of any 

cemetery or any land adjoining it any dead carcass or any putrid or offensive matter whatever. 

 

 (e)  Disorderly conduct. It shall be unlawful for any person to conduct himself in a boisterous or 

disorderly manner within the perimeter of any municipal cemetery. 

 

 (f)  Entering cemeteries at night. It shall be unlawful for any person to enter any municipal cemetery 

or walk upon or across the cemetery between sunset and sunrise without the written consent of the superintendent 

of municipal cemeteries. 

 

 (g)  Advertisements. It shall be unlawful for any person to post any advertisement or sign or to solicit 

any work in a municipal cemetery. 

 

 (h)  Unauthorized interments. It shall be unlawful for any person to inter any dead body in any part of 

a municipal cemetery without the express authorization of the superintendent of municipal cemeteries. 

 

 (i)  Disinterment. Disinterments shall be made only when authorized by the mayor and council and the 

county board of health.  

(Code 1984, § 24-106) 

 

Sec. 26-8. Authority of city to regulate. 
 

 (a)  The mayor and city council reserve to themselves and their successors in office the right to alter, 

amend, modify or add to the rules, regulations, conditions, and restrictions set forth in this chapter at any time it is 

deemed advisable so to do in order to carry out the purposes of this chapter. 

 

 (b)  There shall be no liability whatsoever, either tort or contractual, on the part of the city, or its 

officials or officers (or their successors in office), or its agents or employees, to any purchasers of any lots in the 

cemetery, or to any person holding under them, or to the family or relatives of any person buried in the cemetery, 

or to any person or the family of such person who has erected any monument, marker or mausoleum therein, by 

reason of any act or acts, thing or things, omission, negligence, or otherwise relating to the cemetery. In accepting 

any conveyance of any burial lot, each purchaser agrees that all provisions of this chapter are valid and that he and 

his heirs and assigns shall hold such lot subject to all the provisions of this chapter and subject to all amendments 

hereto made by the mayor and city council.  

(Code 1984, § 24-107) 
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  Chapters 27--29 
 

RESERVED 
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  Chapter 30 
 

COURTS* 
__________  

*  Cross References: Nuisances, § 38-86 et seq.; offenses and miscellaneous provisions, ch. 42; traffic and vehicles, ch. 70. 

__________  

 
 Article I. In G eneral 

Secs. 30-1--30-25. Reserved. 
 

 Article II. Municipal Court  
Sec. 30-26. Scope of jurisdiction. 
Sec. 30-27. Bailiff. 
Sec. 30-28. Record of cases. 
Sec. 30-29. Service of summons. 
Sec. 30-30. Subpoenas. 
Sec. 30-31. Warrant procedure. 
Sec. 30-32. Failure to obey summons or subpoena. 
Sec. 30-33. Arrest and bond. 
Sec. 30-34. Forfeiture of bond. 
Sec. 30-35. Court costs. 
Sec. 30-36. Malicious prosecution. 
Sec. 30-37. Collection of fines. 
Sec. 30-38. Appeal. 

 

 

  ARTICLE I.  
 

IN GENERAL  
 

Secs. 30-1--30-25. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE II.  
 

MUNICIPAL COURT*  
__________  

*  Cross References: Judicial branch, art. IV. 
 State Law References: Establishment and jurisdiction of municipal courts, Ga. Const. art. 6, sec. 1, par. 1; powers of presiding 

officer in court of a municipal corporation to bind over or commit criminal offenders to jail, O.C.G.A. § 17-7-22; municipal courts, 

O.C.G.A. § 36-32-1 et seq. 
__________  

 

Sec. 30-26. Scope of jurisdiction.  
 

The municipal court shall try violations of municipal ordinances and shall have the power and authority to 

impose fines upon persons convicted of such offenses, with the alternative of other punishment allowed by law if 

the fines are not paid.  

(Code 1984, § 5-101) 
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Sec. 30-27. Bailiff. 
 

 (a)  The bailiff of the municipal court shall be appointed by the mayor, by and with the advice and 

consent of city council. 

 

 (b)  The duties of the bailiff shall consist generally of seeing that the courtroom is in proper condition 

for sessions of court, of assisting in keeping order while court is in session, and of doing such other acts of 

assistance as may be required of him by the judge of the court and the city clerk.  

(Code 1984, § 5-103) 

 

Sec. 30-28. Record of cases.  
 

A record of all cases heard in the municipal court for violation of this Code or other municipal ordinances 

shall be kept in a suitable bound volume by the city clerk. Such record shall contain the name of the defendant, the 

nature of the offense charged, the final disposition of the case, and the date of final disposition.  

(Code 1984, § 5-104) 

 

Sec. 30-29. Service of summons.  
 

Any person charged with violating any city ordinance shall receive notice by service of a summons as 

provided in this section. The summons may be issued by the city clerk, the building inspector or any police officer 

of the city. The summons shall be directed to the accused and shall distinctly state the offense charged, the time 

and place, as far as practicable, of the offense charged, and the day, hour and place of trial, requiring the accused 

to appear before the judge of the municipal court to answer the accusation made. Service of the summons shall be 

made by a police officer of the city either by serving the accused personally or by leaving a copy at his most 

notorious place of abode, except that in the case of a summons issued for violations of laws or ordinances relating 

to the parking of motor vehicles, the summons may be directed to an unknown person as owner of an automobile 

designated in the summons and may be served upon the person by leaving a copy in or attached to the automobile.  

(Code 1984, § 5-105) 

 

Sec. 30-30. Subpoenas.  
 

The city clerk shall issue subpoenas for the appearance of all witnesses necessary for the prosecution or 

for the defense in any case pending before the municipal court. All subpoenas shall be served in the same manner 

as a summons.  

(Code 1984, § 5-106) 

 

Sec. 30-31. Warrant procedure.  
 

The judge of the municipal court shall be authorized to issue warrants for offenses committed within the 

corporate limits of the city against any law or ordinance of the city or this state, and when the offense is against the 

state, the judge may hear evidence and commit to jail or take bond for appearance before the state court having 

jurisdiction of the offense, as a magistrate could do. If the offense charged in the warrant is one against the laws or 

ordinances of the city, the arresting officer shall carry the case before the municipal court, and the case shall there 

be disposed of as other cases of arrest not made under warrant. All warrants issued by the judge, or those acting in 

his stead, shall be directed to the "Chief of Police of Royston, any policeman or marshal thereof, and to all and 
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singular the sheriffs, deputy sheriffs and constables of this state," and any one of such officers shall have the same 

authority to execute the warrant as the sheriffs of this state have to execute criminal warrants.  

(Code 1984, § 5-107) 

 

Sec. 30-32. Failure to obey summons or subpoena.  
 

Any person who fails to appear at the time and place set out in any summons or subpoena served upon him 

shall be guilty of contempt of court and upon conviction thereof shall be punished for contempt.  

(Code 1984, § 5-108) 

 

Sec. 30-33. Arrest and bond.  
 

When a police officer has arrested any person for violation of any provision of this Code or any municipal 

ordinance and a trial cannot be had immediately, the officer may take a cash bond not exceeding the maximum 

fine for the offense, or a bond with a good security, for the appearance of such person before the judge of the 

municipal court. If such person fails or refuses to give a bond, the officer may confine him in the city jail until a 

trial can be held, provided that the mayor, in his discretion, may release the person on his own recognizance 

without security.  

(Code 1984, § 5-109) 

 

Sec. 30-34. Forfeiture of bond.  
 

Upon the failure of a person to appear in the municipal court at the time and place fixed by the summons, 

the judge of the court shall enter a judgment of forfeiture on any cash bond, or, in the case of a security bond, shall 

pass a rule requiring the principal and surety on such bond to show cause on the date named therein, which date 

shall not be less than ten days from the passage of such ruling, why they should not be required to pay the amount 

of the bond. If no sufficient cause is shown, the judge shall enter judgment against the principal and surety for the 

amount of the forfeited bond and shall direct the city clerk to issue execution thereon.  

(Code 1984, § 5-110) 

 

Sec. 30-35. Court costs.  
 

The costs which shall be charged against a defendant in the municipal court in the event of his conviction 

shall not exceed a sum which is authorized by state law.  

(Code 1984, § 5-111) 

 

Sec. 30-36. Malicious prosecution.  
 

Whenever the judge of the municipal court, after a fair and full trial, is satisfied that any case was 

frivolously or maliciously prosecuted, he shall assess the prosecution with the court costs and such punitive 

damages as he deems appropriate.  

(Code 1984, § 5-112) 

 

Sec. 30-37. Collection of fines.  
 

When directed by the judge of the municipal court, the city clerk shall issue executions for fines imposed 
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by the court, including the costs, which executions may be levied upon any goods or chattels, lands, or tenements 

of the person so fined.  

(Code 1984, § 5-113) 

 

Sec. 30-38. Appeal.  
 

Appeals from decisions of the municipal court shall be taken to the superior court or state court of the 

county in the manner provided for appeals from the court of probate.  

(Code 1984, § 5-114) 
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  Chapters 31--33 
 

RESERVED 
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  Chapter 34 
 

ELECTIONS*  
__________  

*  Charter References: City council terms and qualifications, § 2.11; vacancy, § 2.12; election of mayor, § 2.32; elections and 

removal, art. V. 
 Cross References: Administration, ch. 2. 
 State Law References: Georgia Municipal Election Code, O.C.G.A. § 21-3-1 et seq. 
__________  

 

 
Sec. 34-1. Registration lists and records. 
Sec. 34-2. Election officials. 
Sec. 34-3. Election districts. 
Sec. 34-4. Polling places. 

 

 

Sec. 34-1. Registration lists and records.  
 

The city shall maintain its own registration system. The completed registration cards and other papers of 

the registrars shall be kept in the city hall, Royston, Georgia.  

(Code 1984, § 2-203) 
 State Law References: Governing authority may elect to maintain its own registration; form of registration card, O.C.G.A. § 

21-3-125(d). 
 

Sec. 34-2. Election officials. 
 

 (a)  The following election officials shall be appointed by the mayor and council and shall receive such 

compensation as is provided by the mayor and council: 

 

  (1) Municipal election superintendent. 

 

  (2) Clerks, as necessary. 

 

  (3) Registrar. 

 

 (b)  All appointments shall be entered on the minutes of the council meeting at which they are made. 

 

 (c)  One person may be both the municipal election superintendent and registrar.  

(Code 1984, §§ 2-201, 2-401) 

 

Sec. 34-3. Election districts.  
 

The area comprising the corporate limits of the city, as the same is now or shall hereafter exist, shall 

constitute the sole election district of the city.  

(Code 1984, § 2-402) 
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Sec. 34-4. Polling places.  
 

The polling place within the city shall be the Civic Center of the City Hall of Royston, Georgia, located at 

630 Franklin Springs Street within the city limits of Royston, Georgia.  

(Code 1984, § 2-403) 
 State Law References: Duty of municipal governing authority to fix location of polling places, O.C.G.A. § 21-3-163. 
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  Chapters 35--37 
 

RESERVED 
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  Chapter 38 
 

ENVIRONMENT*  
__________  

*  Cross References: Buildings and building regulations, ch. 18; businesses, ch. 22; offenses and miscellaneous provisions, ch. 

42; solid waste, ch. 58; utilities, ch. 74; zoning, app. A. 
__________  

 
 Article I. In General  

Secs. 38-1--38-25. Reserved. 
 

 Article II. Air Quality Control  
 

 Division 1. Generally 
Sec. 38-26. Emissions of gases, vapors, odors. 
Secs. 38-27--38-35. Reserved. 
 

 Division 2. Open Burning 
Sec. 38-36. Enforcement. 
Sec. 38-37. Penalty. 
Sec. 38-38. Prohibited generally. 
Sec. 38-39. Exceptions. 
Secs. 38-40--38-60. Reserved. 
 

 Article III. Nois e 
Sec. 38-61. Penalty. 
Sec. 38-62. Injunctions. 
Sec. 38-63. Noise regulations in general. 
Sec. 38-64. Enumeration of prohibited noises. 
Sec. 38-65. Exemptions. 
Secs. 38-66--38-85. Reserved. 
 

 Article IV. Nuisances 
Sec. 38-86. Definitions. 
Sec. 38-87. Penalty. 
Sec. 38-88. Conditions constituting nuisance. 
Sec. 38-89. Complaints. 
Sec. 38-90. Abatement by city. 
Sec. 38-91. Emergency conditions; summary abatement. 
Sec. 38-92. Unlawful accumulations. 
Sec. 38-93. Weeds. 
Sec. 38-94. Accumulation of junk. 
Sec. 38-95. Abandoned and/or junk motor vehicles--Conditions constituting nuisance. 
Sec. 38-96. Unfit buildings, structures and enclosures--Conditions constituting nuisance. 
Sec. 38-97. Nuisance abatement procedures. 
Secs. 38-98--38-115. Reserved. 
 

 Article V. Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
Sec. 38-116. Title. 
Sec. 38-117. Definitions. 
Sec. 38-118. Exemptions. 
Sec. 38-119. Minimum requirements for erosion and sedimentationcontrol using best management practices. 
Sec. 38-120. Applicant/permit process. 
Sec. 38-121. Inspection and enforcement. 
Sec. 38-122. Penalties and incentives. 
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Sec. 38-123. Administrative appeal, judicial review. 
Sec. 38-124. Effectivity, validity and liability.  
Secs. 38-125--38-145. Reserved. 
 

 Article VI. Flood Damage Prevention 
 

 Division 1. Generally 
Sec. 38-146. Statutory authorization. 
Sec. 38-147. Findings of fact. 
Sec. 38-148. Statement of purpose. 
Sec. 38-149. Objectives. 
Sec. 38-150. Land to which this article applies. 
Sec. 38-151. Basis for area of special flood hazard. 
Sec. 38-152. Establishment of development permit. 
Sec. 38-153. Compliance. 
Sec. 38-154. Abrogation and greater restrictions. 
Sec. 38-155. Interpretation. 
Sec. 38-156. Warning and disclaimer of liability. 
Sec. 38-157. Penalties for violation. 
 

 Divivision 2. Administration  
Sec. 38-158. Designation of article administrator. 
Sec. 38-159. Permit procedures. 
Sec. 38-160. Duties and responsibilities of the administrator. 
 

 Division 3. Provisions for Flood Hazard Reduction 
Sec. 38-161. General standards. 
Sec. 38-162. Specific standards. 
Sec. 38-163. Buildings standards for streams without established base flood elevations and/or floodway (A-zones). 
Sec. 38-164. Standards for areas of shallow flooding (AO zones). 
Sec. 38-165. Standards for subdivisions. 
Sec. 38-166. Variance procedures. 
 

 Division 4. Definitions 
Sec. 38-167. Words and terms defined. 
 

  ARTICLE I.  
 

IN GENERAL  
 

Secs. 38-1--38-25. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE II.  
 

AIR QUALITY CONTROL*  
__________  

*  State Law References: The Georgia Air Quality Act, O.C.G.A. § 12-9-1 et seq. 

__________  

 

  DIVISION 1.  
 

GENERALLY  
 

Sec. 38-26. Emissions of gases, vapors, odors. 
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 (a)  No person shall cause, suffer or allow any emissions of gases, vapors or odors beyond the property 

line from which such emissions occur to be in sufficient quantities and of such characteristics and duration as is or 

is likely to be injurious to the public welfare; to the health of human, plant or animal life; or to property; or which 

interfere with the enjoyment of life and property. 

 

 (b)  Detectable odors emitted from the following sources of emission are hereby declared to be 

objectionable per se: 

 

  (1) Ammonia, bleaching powder, or chlorine manufacture. 

 

  (2) Asphalt manufacture or refining. 

 

  (3) Blood processing. 

 

  (4) Bag cleaning. 

 

  (5) Celluloid manufacture. 

 

  (6) Coal tar products manufacture. 

 

  (7) Compost heaps. 

 

  (8) Crematory. 

 

  (9) Creosote treatment or manufacture. 

 

  (10) Disinfectants manufacture. 

 

  (11) Distillation of bones, coal or wood. 

 

  (12) Dyestuff manufacture. 

 

  (13) Fat rendering. 

 

  (14) Fertilizer manufacture and bone grinding. 

 

  (15) Glue or gelatine manufacture. 

 

  (16) Incinerator or reduction of garbage, dead animals, offal or refuse. 

 

  (17) Oiled rubber or leather goods manufacture. 

 

  (18) Paint, oil, shellac, turpentine or varnish manufacture. 

 

  (19) Paper and pulp manufacture. 
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  (20) Rubber or gutta percha manufacture. 

 

  (21) Sauerkraut manufacture. 

 

  (22) Shoe-blackening manufacture. 

 

  (23) Soap manufacture. 

 

  (24) Stock yards. 

 

  (25) Sulphuric, nitric or hydrochloric acid manufacture. 

 

  (26) Tanning, curing or storage of hides or skins. 

 

  (27) Tar distillation or manufacture. 

 

  (28) Tar roofing or waterproofing manufacture. 

 

  (29) Any other air contaminant discharged into open air of a character and in a quantity which is 

detrimental to or endangers the public health.  

(Code 1984, § 13-101) 

 

Secs. 38-27--38-35. Reserved. 
 

  DIVISION 2.  
 

OPEN BURNING*  
__________  

*  Cross References: Bonfires, § 42-4. 

__________  

 

Sec. 38-36. Enforcement.  
 

The provisions of this division shall be enforced by the fire chief and the police chief and such subordinate 

officers of the fire department and police department as are necessary to effectuate the requirements set forth in 

this division.  

(Code 1984, § 13-103) 

 

Sec. 38-37. Penalty. 
 

 (a)  Any person who violates any provision of this division shall be subject to punishment as provided 

in section 1-12. 

 

 (b)  Action pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall not be a bar to enforcement of this division 

by injunction or other appropriate remedy, and the police chief shall have the power to institute and maintain in 
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the name of the city any and all such enforcement proceedings. 

 

 (c)  Nothing in this division shall be construed to abridge, limit or otherwise impair the right of any 

person to maintain any action or other appropriate proceeding for damages or other relief on account of injuries to 

persons or property.  

(Code 1984, § 13-104) 

 

Sec. 38-38. Prohibited generally.  
 

Except as provided in section 38-39, no person shall kindle an open fire in any public or private place 

outside any building. Fires started in violation of this section shall be promptly extinguished by the person 

responsible for it upon notice by the fire chief or his duly designated agent. During the existence of an air 

pollution alert, as may be declared by the mayor, all exceptions are void and no open fires shall be kindled.  

(Code 1984, § 13-102(1)) 

 

Sec. 38-39. Exceptions. 
 

 (a)  Open burning may be done under permit as follows: 

 

  (1) Application for burning permits shall be on forms provided by the fire chief. 

 

  (2) No permit shall be issued unless the issuing officer is satisfied that: 

 

  a. There is no practical available alternate method for the disposal of the material to be 

burned. 

 

  b. No hazardous condition will be created by the burning. 

 

  c. No salvage operation by open burning will be conducted. 

 

  d. No leaves will be burned in those areas where provision is made for public collection 

thereof. 

 

  (3) Any permit issued may be limited by the imposition of conditions to: 

 

  a. Prevent the creation of excessive smoke. 

 

  b. Protect property and the health, safety and comfort of persons from the effects of the 

burning. 

 

  (4) If it becomes apparent at any time to the fire chief that limitations need to be imposed for any of the 

reasons stated in subsection (a)(3) above, the fire chief or his duly designated agent shall notify the 

permittee in writing and any limitations so imposed shall be treated as conditions under which the 

permit is issued. 

 

 (b)  Open burning may be done without permit as follows: 
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  (1) In those areas where provision for public collection of leaves is not made, the open burning of 

leaves is permitted. 

 

  (2) In those areas where regular refuse collection is not provided, open burning of ordinary household 

trash by householders is permitted, provided that: 

 

  a. The fires are located no closer than 500 feet to any neighboring habitable dwelling or place 

where people work or congregate. 

 

  b. Garbage, dead animals and animal waste are not burned. 

 

  c. Materials which create dense or excessive smoke or emissions injurious or noxious to 

people or property are not burned. 

 

  (3) Open fires may be set in performance of an official duty of any public officer if the fire is 

necessary for one or more of the following reasons or purposes: 

 

  a. For the prevention of a fire hazard which cannot be abated by other means. 

 

  b. For the instruction of public firefighters or industrial employees under supervision of the 

fire chief. 

 

  c. For the protection of public health. 

 

  (4) Fires may be used for the cooking of food, provided no smoke violation or other nuisance is 

created. 

 

  (5) Salamanders or other devices may be used for heating by construction or other workers, provided 

no smoke violation or other nuisance is created. 

 

  (6) Fires may be set in the course of agricultural operations in growing crops or raising fowl or 

animals, provided no nuisance is created. 

 

  (7) Open fires may be set for recreational purposes, such as campfires, provided no smoke violation or 

nuisance is created.  

(Code 1984, § 13-102(2)) 

 

Secs. 38-40--38-60. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE III.  
 

NOISE*  
__________  

*  Cross References: Animals, ch. 14. 
 State Law References: Limits on sound volume produced by radio, tape player or other mechanical sound-making device or 

instrument from within the motor vehicle, O.C.G.A. § 40-6-14; sale of muffler which causes excessive noise prohibited, O.C.G.A. § 
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40-8-71(c). 
__________  

 

Sec. 38-61. Penalty.  
 

Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this article shall, upon conviction thereof, be 

punished as provided in section 1-12.  

(Code 1984, § 14-104) 

 

Sec. 38-62. Injunctions.  
 

The operation or maintenance of any device, vehicle or machinery in violation of any provision of this 

article which causes discomfort or annoyance to reasonable persons of normal sensitiveness or which endangers 

the comfort, repose, health or peace of residents of this city shall be deemed, and is declared to be, a public 

nuisance, and may be subject to abatement summarily by a restraining order or injunction issued by a court of 

competent jurisdiction.  

(Code 1984, § 14-105) 

 

Sec. 38-63. Noise regulations in general.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully make, continue or cause to be made or continued any 

excessive, unnecessary or unusually loud noise which disturbs the peace or quiet of any neighborhood or which 

causes discomfort or annoyance to any reasonable person of normal sensitiveness residing within the city limits.  

(Code 1984, § 14-101) 

 

Sec. 38-64. Enumeration of prohibited noises.  
 

The following acts are declared to be loud, disturbing and unnecessary noises in violation of this article, 

but this enumeration shall not be deemed to be exhaustive: 

 

  (1) Motor vehicle horns. The sounding of any horn on any automobile, motorcycle or other motor 

vehicle on any street or public place of the city except as a warning signal. 

 

  (2) Radios, television sets, similar devices. The using, operating or permitting to be played, used or 

operated, any radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph, television set or other machine 

or device for the producing or reproducing of sound between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 

in such manner as to disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of neighboring residents. 

 

  (3) Loudspeakers and amplifiers. The using or operating of any loudspeaker or sound-amplifying 

device mounted upon any vehicle within the city for the purpose of broadcasting or advertising any 

information about any business or activity for any other purpose, unless a permit for the sound 

amplification has been obtained from the mayor or chief of police. 

 

  (4) Construction equipment and activity. The operating of any equipment or the performing of any 

outside construction or repair work on buildings, structures, roads or projects within the city 

between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. unless a permit for such construction or repair work 

between such hours has been obtained from the mayor or chief of police. 
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  (5) Exhausts. The discharging into the open air of the exhaust of any internal combustion engine, 

motor boat or motor vehicle except through a muffler or other device which will effectively 

prevent loud or explosive noises therefrom. 

 

  (6) Animals and birds. The keeping of any animal or bird which by frequent or continuous barking, 

chirping or other means of communication disturbs the comfort or repose of the residents of any 

residential neighborhood. 

 

  (7) Vehicle repair in residential areas. The repairing, rebuilding or testing of any motor vehicle 

between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. within any residential area in such a manner as to 

disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of the residents of the area. 

 

  (8) Schools, courts, churches, hospitals. The creating of any excessive noise on any street adjacent to 

any school, institution of learning, church or court while they are in use, or adjacent to any 

hospital, which unreasonably interferes with the workings of the institution, or which disturbs or 

unduly annoys patients in the hospital, provided conspicuous signs are displayed in the streets 

indicating that it is a school, hospital or court street. 

 

  (9) Hawkers and peddlers. The selling of anything by outcry within the residential areas of the city, 

except at licensed sporting events, parades, fairs, circuses and other similar licensed public 

entertainment events. 

 

  (10) Drums. The using of any drum or other instrument or device for the purpose of attracting attention 

by the creation of noise within the city, unless a permit for such use has been obtained from the 

mayor or chief of police.  

(Code 1984, § 14-102) 

 

Sec. 38-65. Exemptions.  
 

The following uses and activities shall be exempt from the noise regulations set forth in this article: 

 

  (1) Noises of safety signals and warning devices. 

 

  (2) Noises resulting from any authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call or 

acting in time of emergency. 

 

  (3) Noises resulting from emergency work, to be construed as work made necessary to restore 

property to a safe condition following a public calamity, or work required to protect persons or 

property from an imminent exposure to danger.  

(Code 1984, § 14-103) 

 

Secs. 38-66--38-85. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE IV.  
 




